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Human smuggling case: The
much-delayed trial of a New York man

accused of driving and abandoning a
tractor-trailer in the nation’s deadliest

human smuggling attempt will begin
Tuesday in Houston unless the Supreme
Court intervenes, a judge has ruled.

The 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals on
Friday denied a request from Tyrone Will-
iams’ attorneys to rehear allegations of ra-
cial bias in the case.

Williams is accused of driving the trac-
tor-trailer that was abandoned in May 2003
at a truck stop. Seventeen immigrants were
found dead inside the sealed trailer; two
more died later.

Robert Blake trial: Actor Robert Blake
was disappointed he couldn’t get Bonny Lee
Bakley out of his life but never asked that
she be harmed, according to a man who said
he tried unsuccessfully at Blake’s behest to
have Bakley arrested.

“He was upset that I hadn’t been able to
do what he wanted,” Luis Mendoza testified
Friday at Blake’s murder trial.

On cross-examination, the defense got
Mendoza to acknowledge that not only did
Blake not ask him to kill his wife, he didn’t
ask him to do anything illegal.

Andrea Yates conviction: Prosecutors
want an appeals court to reconsider its
order for a new trial for Andrea Yates, who
was convicted of drowning her children in
the family bathtub.

In a motion filed Thursday, Harris Coun-
ty, Texas, prosecutors said a three-judge
panel of the First Court of Appeals erred
when it overturned Yates’ capital murder
convictions earlier this month.

The panel sided with Yates’ lawyers, who
contended false testimony from a prosecu-
tion expert witness contributed to her 2002
capital murder convictions for killing three
of her children. She was sentenced to life in
prison.

Ray Charles’ child support: The mother
of Ray Charles’ 17-year-old son drastically
reduced her request for child support Fri-
day, apologizing to a judge for previously
seeking at least $60,000 a month.

Mary Anne den Bok had initially asked for
$3,000 a month for Corey Robinson den Bok,
then demanded at least $60,000 to pay for
“the lifestyle he enjoyed” before his father’s
death June 10. On Friday, den Bok said she
is now asking for $12,000 to $15,000.

Los Alamos lab shutdown: One of the na-
tion’s leading nuclear weapons laboratories
is ready to resume normal operations after
security and safety lapses last summer
forced a shutdown of hazardous, high-risk
operations at the lab.

Los Alamos National Laboratory Director
Pete Nanos told employees Wednesday it
should “look like a normal day” at the New
Mexico lab by Jan. 31, with “productive
work proceeding without impediment.”

“Morning-after” pill: The government has
delayed a decision about whether to allow
women to buy the so-called “morning-after”

birth control pill over the counter but hopes
to act soon, the manufacturer said Friday.

Cuban boy lawsuits: A federal judge has
set a Monday trial for the claims of a dozen
people who said they were wrongly assault-
ed by federal officers during the raid that re-
moved Elian Gonzalez from his family’s
home in Miami.

The plaintiffs say they were innocent by-
standers who were gassed and beaten out-
side the home during the early morning raid
on April 22, 2000.

Business

Fannie Mae’s reporting woes: Mortgage
giant Fannie Mae is eliminating 2004 perfor-
mance bonuses for 43 top executives, a
move that will save the company millions of
dollars, as it struggles to deal with major fi-
nancial reporting problems.

The nation’s biggest backer of home mort-
gages disclosed the move late Friday in a fil-
ing with the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission. It said its board of directors had
voted this week to eliminate cash bonuses
that would have been paid to top executives
for hitting last year’s performance goals.

War on terrorism

Gitmoprisoner abuse: The Navy’s inspec-
tor general will review newly public docu-
ments regarding the treatment of prisoners
held overseas to see if there is any call for
an investigation, the Pentagon said Friday.

Many of the documents were obtained by
the American Civil Liberties Union and dis-
closed in December. Several are messages
from FBI agents discussing what they de-
scribed as improper treatment of suspected
terrorists held at the U.S. military base at
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfow-
itz sought the review, which will be conduct-
ed by Vice Admiral Ronald Route.

World

Asian bird flu deaths: Vietnam on Satur-
day reported two more bird flu deaths,
bringing the human toll to nine in three
weeks, as leaders of the World Health Orga-
nization planned to discuss preparations for
a possible global flu pandemic.

The United States submitted a special re-
quest to WHO’s executive board asking it to
discuss bird flu at its current meeting in
Geneva. It stressed the importance of
strengthening outbreak surveillance, produc-
ing a vaccine and formulating an internation-
al plan to prepare for a possible pandemic.

Egyptian nuclear activities: U.N. nuclear
inspectors toured an Egyptian laboratory
during a review of the country’s fuel pro-
grams prompted by irregularities in Egypt’s
reporting of its nuclear activities, a Western
diplomat said Friday.

The diplomat said on the condition of ano-
nymity that the tour by International Atom-
ic Energy Agency inspectors was part of the
agency’s follow-up to revelations that Egypt
had dabbled in uranium enrichment and
had contemplated processing plutonium.

Inspectors would be going back on regu-
lar tours in the coming weeks, he said.

Big Brazilian baby: A baby born this week
in northeastern Brazil weighing nearly 17
pounds is “doing great,” hospital officials
said Friday.

Doctors at the Albert Sabin Maternity
Hospital in Salvador, 900 miles northeast of
Sao Paulo, said Ademilton was being closely
monitored by medical staff.

“He’s doing great,” pediatrician Luiz
Serra said. “Of course, there are some spe-
cial concerns because of his weight.”

Francisca dos Santos Ramos, 38, gave
birth Tuesday to 16-pound, 11-ounce
Ademilton, the biggest baby ever delivered
at the hospital.

Stories and photo from wire services
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every Sunday in
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Jackson molestation case: Defense attorney Thomas Mesereau Jr. walks past protesters as
he arrives for a pretrial hearing in the Michael Jackson child molestation case in Santa Maria,
Calif., on Friday. The judge in the case gave prosecutors permission Friday to introduce
testimony about child-molestation misperceptions and myths during the pop star’s trial.
Jackson’s attorneys argued against allowing such testimony, saying that it could be used to
buttress unreliable testimony from the alleged victim and his family.
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Editor’s note: With the dollar at
near all-time lows, the cost of buy-
ing goods and services off base is
hitting the American military
community hard. Stars and
Stripes is running stories in an oc-
casional series to show how
Americans are coping — and
what the government is doing to
help — with these pocketbook is-
sues.

BY TERRY BOYD

Stars and Stripes

A
s President Bush’s sec-
ond term begins, control-
ling defense spending
may become one of the
most contentious issues.

Even as the Bush administra-
tion ponders cutting $6 billion
during 2006, including expensive
new weapons systems, the falling
dollar may end up negating some
of those savings.

Bush administration officials
will have to ask Congress for bil-
lions in contingency money for op-
erations in Iraq and Afghanistan
above the $400 billion or so ex-
pected 2006 Department of Defense budget appropriations
request. Should the dollar continue its fall — as analysts, in-
vestment gurus and currency traders predict — the DOD
may have to scramble for supplemental funding, including
for the accounts that pay for maintaining the quality of life
and buying power of 340,000 or so U.S. troops and DOD ci-
vilians stationed overseas.

As the dollar drops against foreign currency, it makes
the cost of basing U.S. military personnel in Europe and
Asia all the more expensive. For example, every time the
euro rises one euro cent in value against the dollar, the dol-
lar increase in salary and benefits for local-national em-
ployees at the Navy Exchanges is $187,000 adjusted annual-
ly, according to Lt. Cmdr. Lisa Braun, spokeswoman for
Navy Region Europe in Naples, Italy. Last fiscal year, the
Navy Exchanges lost $1.1 million in local-national employ-
ee benefits because of the weak dollar, according to Braun.

If the dollar dropped to the point that it cost as much as
$2 for one euro, then Installation Management Agency-Eu-
rope, which oversees all U.S. installations in Europe, could
be faced with an estimated $17 million to $20 million “must

fund” bill, according to Millie Waters, spokeswoman for
the IMA-E headquarters in Heidelberg, Germany. That
bill would have to be paid by the Department of the Army.
If not, various quality-of-life services such as Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation, or infrastructure projects would po-
tentially be unfunded, Waters said.

The dropping dollar also has a dramatic impact on
leave-and-earnings statements. To maintain the buying
power of those military personnel overseas, the Depart-
ment of Defense gives cost-of-living increases, as well as
living quarters allowances to those living off base.

In 2000, the overseas COLA program cost the govern-
ment about $1 billion, with an average supplement of $297
per month, according to the Web site, www.militarypay.
com.

But allowances increased dramatically as the dollar fell
over the last two years, including about a 10 percent drop
just since last September.

In December 2003, for example, a married sailor at pay
grade E-7 without children in Naples, Italy, received
$980.12 in COLA. This November, the same chief petty of-

ficer received
about $1,125
based on today’s
COLA rate. If he
had two children,
he’d receive
about $1,300.

In Germany,
an E-5 with 10
years in and two
dependents got a
November COLA
increase to $785
from $600 the
previous pay peri-
od, according to
Army finance of-
ficials.

Multiply that
COLA sampling
across the globe,
and you’re talk-
ing billions of dollars if the dollar
falls further.

So where does all that money
come from?

The currency fluctuation ac-
count provides the DOD a bud-
getary allowance for currency
value changes that affect not
only COLAs, but other benefits

such as overseas housing allowances and fuel costs, accord-
ing to military budget expert Steve Strobridge in an e-mail
reply to a Stars and Stripes query.

“If the dollar drops so much … that budgetary allowance
is used up, then DOD would either have to absorb the extra
cost within the DOD budget or, if the difference were signif-
icant enough, address it in the annual supplemental fund-
ing request to Congress,” wrote Strobridge, a retired Air
Force colonel who worked at the U.S. Air Force headquar-
ters as the chief of the entitlements division. He is now di-
rector of government relations, for the Military Officers As-
sociation of America, a Virginia-based non-profit associa-
tion of retired officers.

In any event, Strobridge stated, “there is no worry that
somehow DOD will be held hostage and won’t be able to
keep adjusting COLAs to reflect changing currency values.
Those changes will continue to be made, and DOD will
come up with the money to pay for them one way or anoth-
er.”

Scott Schonauer contributed to this report.

E-mail Terry Boyd at: boydt@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — You
might want to buy your euros now, curren-
cy experts say.

The dollar could be in for a bigger slide
in 2005.

Americans living overseas watched the
dollar fall lower and lower against the
euro last year, boosting the costs for those
living off base.

But the trend has to bottom out, right?
Not any time soon, analysts say.

Some exchange experts forecast that
the euro will reach $1.45 in the next sever-
al months, but a worst-case, “nightmare”
scenario has the dollar plummeting to $2
within a year.

David Gilmore, a partner with Foreign
Exchange Analytics in Essex, Conn., sees
the dollar dropping to $1.45 against the
euro.

“I think we’ll see new lows before the
year is out,” he said. “It’s hard to say
when. You know, nothing is ever a
straight line.”

The weakening dollar can make it diffi-
cult financially for Americans living over-
seas, but the Pentagon has allowances set

up so servicemembers and commands
can maintain their purchasing power.

American servicemembers stationed in
Europe would like-
ly see a boost in
their cost-of-living
allowance, while
the different mili-
tary services sta-
tioned in Europe
have special ser-
vice-level accounts
that they can grab
from to buffer the
fluctuating curren-
cy rates. For exam-
ple, if the dollar
drops, U.S. Air
Forces in Europe
can tap into an Air
Force budget set
up specifically to
help minimize the
impact, command spokesman Capt. Chris

Watts said.

The dollar has rebounded in the last sev-

eral weeks to $1.31 on Tuesday, but ana-

lysts said that the spike in the value would

not last.

“I think it’s temporary,” Gilmore said.
“The Bush administration has made defi-
cit reduction a key objective of the new

term, and it’s abili-
ty to achieve that
will probably deter-
mine what hap-
pens to the dollar.

“I just think
there’s a very poor
record in Congress
for cutting discre-
tionary spending
for obvious rea-
sons. The war on
terror has escalat-
ing costs to it. And
homeland security
has escalating
costs to it. And we
have record tax
cuts in the pipeline
the Bush adminis-

tration is intent on making permanent. So,

the budget math doesn’t add up.”

Clifford Bennett, a chief strategist

based in Sydney, Australia, with FxMAX,

said the dollar is in a “historical

long-term re-pricing.”

“The rally of the U.S. dollar went on for
years, and we’re just now seeing that un-
wound,” Bennett said. “And things have
really changed where the rest of the
world wants to invest in the rest of the
world instead of just the U.S. this de-
cade.”

The good thing is that currency rates
are cyclical. What goes down, Gilmore
said, will likely come up. The question is,
when?

“If you’re a member of the U.S. military
and you’re living in Germany or some-
where else in Europe, right now you un-
derstand very much what it does to your
purchasing power and you stay on base,”
Gilmore said. “But it won’t stay there for-
ever. The dollar will strengthen over
time.”

For Americans living overseas, take
heed: Even the currency experts get it
wrong sometimes.

“Forecasting currencies is more art
than science,” Gilmore said. “There’s no
Holy Grail for doing it accurately. Any-
one that says they can, his or her nose is
growing as they’re telling you that.”

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Dollar’s drop could create COLA quandary
In a time of budget cuts, DOD may face soaring COLA costs if euro’s surge continues

Currency experts: Dollar’s decline will continue in 2005
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BY CHARLIE COON

Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —
The 15-minute ceremony was
low profile, not unlike how the
U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand Europe prefers to operate.

About 175 people attended a
ceremony Friday inside Patch
Gym to
mark the SO-
CEUR’s
50th birth-
day. Many
were in for-
mation with
the color
guard, oth-
ers were
seated in the
bleachers or
in VIP seats
up front. Nat-
urally, there was a cake-cutting.

SOCEUR was born in Paris
and moved to Stuttgart in 1967.
Its job was to plan and control
special operations throughout
the U.S. European Command's
area of responsibility, which
now includes more than 90 coun-
tries in Europe and Africa.

Members of the joint com-
mand include soldiers, sailors,
Marines and airmen such as

Tech. Sgt. Laurie Heber, who
said that participating in rescue
missions in Africa and Eastern
Europe makes her job worth-
while.

“That’s why I stay [at SO-
CEUR] so long,” said Heber, of
Greenville, S.C., who has
worked in the command for
seven years. “I feel like I’m

doing some-
thing that
helps other
people, and
that it’s rele-
vant.”

“I think ev-
eryone
should cycle
through a
joint com-
mand at
some time,”
said Petty

Officer 2nd Class Adam Klemz
of Chicago. “It’s a real eye-open-
er and a good chance to see the
big picture.”

It’s not that SOCEUR was op-
posed to throwing itself a big
party to mark the occasion. It
just wasn’t feasible at this time,
according to the SOCEUR com-
mander, Army Brig. Gen. Tho-
mas R. Csrnko.

“It was the best we could do

under the circumstances,” Csrn-
ko said. “We have a lot of folks
deployed.”

Next year a more robust cele-
bration is being planned, he
said, and hopefully it will take
place in Paris.

“It’s important to take time to
honor the history of our organiza-
tion, to honor the men and
women who came before us,” Cs-
rnko said. “We do this because
of what our forefathers did.

“We raised our hand and

chose to do this. It’s not just a pa-
triotic chore.”

Since the fall of the Soviet
Union and Iron Curtain in the
early 1990s, SOCEUR troops
have executed special opera-
tions in Kuwait, Iraq, Sierra
Leone, the Balkans, Liberia,
Congo and Mozambique, as well
as other places, including the
current missions in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan.

Marine Cpl. Adam Dickerson
said that being a member of a

joint command has taught him a
lot about how the other services
work. The 22-year-old from
Mason, Mich., said special opera-
tions seemed tailored to
real-world crises.

“[Special operations] is para-
mount to how the nation is mov-
ing,” Dickerson said. “We’re
using every resource we have at
our disposal to tackle the war on
terrorism.”

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
coonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — Hoping
to slow the hemorrhage of Spe-
cial Operations servicemembers
who are leaving their military
jobs to accept lucrative commer-
cial work, Pentagon officials
have set aside $168 million over
three years — fiscal 2005 to 2007
— for a commando benefits pack-
age.

According to a story in Fri-
day’s Christian Science Monitor,
senior Pentagon leaders ap-
proved the bonus package Dec.
22.

Some of the funds for the bo-
nuses will come from the upcom-
ing 2006 budget proposal, which
Congress will have to approve
later this year, David Chu, the
Pentagon’s under secretary of
Defense for personnel and readi-
ness, told the Monitor.

Other funds will come from
the already-approved fiscal 2005
defense supplemental budget.

Both junior and senior mem-
bers of the Special Operations
will benefit from the bonuses, ac-
cording to the story, with
lump-sum payments totally as
much as $150,000 going to the
most experienced individuals —

operators with 19-years or more
as part of the Army’s Green Be-
rets and Delta Forces, the Na-
vy’s SEALs, the Air Force
pararescuemen and combat con-
trollers, and other Special Opera-
tions troops.

“We are offering handsome re-
wards to agree to substantial ser-
vice beyond 20 years. That’s a
new objective,” Chu told the
Monitor. “We’re reaching a
point ... where we’re going to
want more Special Operators to
stay past 20 years of service

than has been true historically,
and particularly to be successful
in the war on terror.”

The total amount of the bene-
fits will be $168 million over
three fiscal years, beginning in
fiscal year 2005, which began
last October, and lasting though
fiscal 2007, which ends Oct. 1,
2007, according to Army Lt. Col.
Joseph Richard, a Pentagon
spokesman.

There are about 49,000 mem-
bers of the Special Operations
community. The bonuses are in-

tended only for those specifical-
ly designated as “operators,”
which generally includes those
individuals who spend of the
most of their time performing
tactical operations, mostly in the
field, Richard said.

Richard outlined some of the
details of the package on Friday,
although questions remain
about when the benefits will
begin and whether they will be
retroactive.

Richard said that each service
would “issue detailed imple-
menting instructions in the near
future.”

According to the Dec. 22
memo approved by senior lead-
ers, Richard said, the new incen-
tives will include:

� A critical skills retention
bonus for all servicemembers in
the rank of E-6 who have com-
pleted 19 years of service and
who have a Special Operations
military occupational skills des-
ignator, and who are willing to
sign an active-duty service
agreement of one to six years.

The amount of the bonus de-
pends on how long the person is
willing to stay in the military. In-
dividuals agreeing to stay for a
one-year contract (and only
members who have completed

24 years of service are eligible
for this option) will get $8,000.
For two years, the bonus will be
$18,000; for three years,
$30,000; for four years, $50,000;
five years, $75,000; and another
six year- stint, $150,000.

� A $375 per month spe-
cial-duty assignment pay for all
special operators in ranks E-4
thru E-9. This payment will re-
place the special duty assign-
ment pay that already exists for
commandoes, which “was scat-
tered all over,” Richard said.
The new benefit structure
“makes it equal across the
board,” he said.

� A $750 monthly assignment
incentive pay for Special Opera-
tions enlisted members and war-
rant officers with more than 25
years of service, whom Special
Operations Command leaders
have formally designated as “op-
erators,” and who agree to serve
a minimum of an additional
year.

� A “critical” designation for
Army and Navy warrant officers
with a SOF military occupation-
al skills designator, which
means their respective services
may offer up to $60,000 in acces-
sions bonus in order to attract
more warrant officers.

E-mail Lisa Burgess at:

burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

Klemz

SOCEUR quietly
celebrates 50 years
of service in theater

Dickerson

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes

Army Brig. Gen. Thomas R. Csrnko, commander of U.S. Special Operations Command Europe, addresses
troops and guests Friday at Patch Barracks in Stuttgart, Germany, during an event marking SOCEUR’s
50th birthday.

DOD offers benefits to shore Special Ops

ARLO ABRAHAMSON/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

A U.S. Navy SEAL takes aim during live fire training at Camp Roberts,
Calif., in 2003. Pentagon officials have set aside $168 million over
three years to entice Special Ops members to remain in the military.
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BY BEN MURRAY

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — Navy
forces in Europe could begin shifting with
the tide of the fleet’s transformation effort
as early as this summer, the Commander
of Navy Region Europe said this week.

Rear Adm. Stanley Bozin spoke to Stars
and Stripes on Friday from Naples, Italy, to
recap a three-day conference of high-rank-
ing Navy officials at Rota.

The conference allowed commanders to
trade updates on the effort to convert the
fleet into a more streamlined, cost-effec-
tive force.

The meeting, one of several Bozin said
the Navy in Europe likely will hold this
year, drew the commanders from all the
Navy bases in the region and Adm. Micha-
el Mullen, Commander, Naval Forces Eu-
rope.

Bozin said it was “still premature” to
talk about specific plans for the possible re-
location of forces discussed at the confer-
ence, but said elements of the fleet may
begin relocating soon.

“I think in the next six months to a year
you’re going to see some muscle move-
ment,” Bozin said.

“We’ll continue to look at the best place
to place our forces.”

Bozin said he pre-
dicted there wouldn’t
be substantial changes
at the Navy’s major
hubs in the region in
the coming year, but
did not elaborate on
plans for smaller sta-
tions.

However, as a clue
for bases such as Rota,
currently in the midst
of a number of con-
struction projects, the
admiral said the Navy

isn’t investing money in bases it is consider-
ing closing.

Also at the meeting this week, command-
ers said the effort to “regionalize” the
Navy in Europe by revamping its business
practices has been moving forward as
planned, Bozin said.

The Navy has been taking stock of every-
thing from custodial services to unpopular
Morale, Welfare and Recreation programs
in its efforts to cut costs and overhaul its in-
frastructure in Europe, he said.

The effects of the “cultural change in the
way we do business,” he said, “should be
transparent [to sailors] other than they’ll
see an increase in the overall level of ser-
vices available.”

E-mail Ben Murray at:
murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Commanders discuss

fleet transformation

Bozin

BY BEN MURRAY

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA, Spain — A
Navy sailor pleaded guilty Wednesday to
driving while intoxicated and reckless
driving that resulted in an injury to anoth-
er American servicemember, Rota offi-
cials said Thursday.

Airman Ramon Prevencio from Rota’s
Fleet Air Reconnaissance Squadron 2
will serve four months of a six-month sen-
tence for the Nov. 6 accident, which oc-
curred in the town adjacent to the Navy
facility, base spokeswoman Lt. Allie Free-
man said. Prevencio also will receive a
bad-conduct discharge, Freeman said.

Also in Rota, two sailors have been
charged with a range of assault and weap-
ons charges in connection with the

non-fatal stabbing of a Spanish national
in a Rota nightclub last spring. The two
sailors, a male and a female whose names
were not released by Rota officials, were
arraigned on charges ranging from aggra-
vated assault to obstructing justice Thurs-
day, according to Freeman’s office. No
trial date has been set for either suspect,
Freeman said.

And a Rota-based sailor has been
charged with the rape of an American
woman in an incident that occurred at
Naval Support Activity Souda Bay, Crete,
in July 2004, according to information
from Freeman. The identity of the sailor
and the circumstances of the incident
were not provided, and Freeman said she
could only confirm that a trial date is
pending.

E-mail Ben Murray at:
murrayb@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Sailors in Rota facing
variety of legal issues

Navy raising standards, training fewer pilots

PENSACOLA, Fla. — The Navy is cutting back pilot training because more veteran pi-
lots are staying in the service at the same time some aircraft are headed for retirement,
including the last of its F-14 Tomcat fighters of “Top Gun” movie fame.

About 160 fewer pilots will be trained this year, a 13 percent reduction from approxi-
mately 1,200 student aviators who usually win their wings annually, said Lt. Rob Lyon, a
spokesman for the Naval Air Training Command in Corpus Christi, Texas.

The reduction will be obtained by increasing standards, starting with aviation preflight
indoctrination, a ground school student aviators attend at Pensacola Naval Air Station.

The Navy is phasing out the Tomcat and S-3 Viking anti-submarine aircraft. Also, it re-
cently decommissioned two squadrons of EA-6B Prowler electronic warfare planes.

The Tomcats are being replaced by F/A-18E and F/A-18F Super Hornet fighters.

From The Associated Press

Admiral: effort could begin as early as this summer
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BY RUSS RIZZO

Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — If not for dad,
Nicholas Semonelle would likely remain a quiet
hero today.

Instead, the Air Force awarded him the highest
non-combat medal, the Airman’s Medal, last month
to add to a collection of accolades that includes the
Vanguard Medal and 13 coins.

Semonelle, a 26-year-old se-
nior airman with the 435th Lo-
gistics Readiness Squadron,
saved two children from a burn-
ing house while on leave in his
hometown Elba, Ala., two years
ago. But he kept his heroics
mostly to himself, until his dad
— an Air Force major stationed
in Alabama — recommended
him for the medal.

The accolades have been a
pleasant surprise for Se-
monelle, who had never even
heard of the Airman’s Medal before his dad recom-
mended him for it, he said. But thoughts still nag
about a third child who died in the house fire, he
said.

In January 2003, Semonelle and his brother-
in-law, John Courson, noticed smoke coming from a
house across the street from his sister’s home in
Elba. Outside, a 14-year-old boy was crying and
shaking with fear.

“Three kids are still inside,” Semonelle recalls the
boy telling them. “I can’t get them out.”

The boy directed Semonelle and Courson to the
back of the house, where a 3-year-old girl was cry-
ing inside. Courson threw a brick through a back
window and boosted Semonelle through it.

Covering his face with a wet shirt, Semonelle
made his way through the black smoke to a voice
that cried, “I’m over here, I’m over here.” He
touched an arm and carried the girl to safety.

The 14-year-old boy outside then told the men
that another boy was in a room near the front of the
house. Courson went in the front door first, but the
smoke overwhelmed him before he could reach the
boy. Semonelle made his way toward the 7-year-old
boy, who was yelling, “Help me,” and grabbed him
by the arm.

The flames coming from a back room grew larger,
and the boy froze. Semonelle dragged him out to
safety.

The 14-year-old boy outside then told Semonelle
and Courson that a baby remained inside in a crib.
They each made one attempt to find the baby before
the flames spread throughout the house.

They never heard crying.
“I think of what could I have done for it to have

been different,” Semonelle said. “How could I have
done a better job? I keep saying, ‘Well, there’s noth-
ing else that I could have done because the fire got
too bad.’ ”

By the time firefighters arrived, the house was
bursting with flames. The 18-month-old baby was
found dead in her crib.

Semonelle said he did not purposely keep the inci-
dent quiet from his superiors at work.

“I didn’t think it was anything important to tell
them,” he said.

E-mail Russ Rizzo at: rizzor@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Sgt. David

Powell and son
Andrew, 6,
explore a

microscope at
Darmstadt
Elementary

School’s Life
Under the Micro-
scope night on

Thursday. The
event was held
in the evening

so parents
could join their
children for a
night of explor-

ing science.

JAYME LOPPNOW

Courtesy of U.S. Army

Learning under a microscope

Semonelle

Heroics back home earn

airman belated accolades

Phone system launched

LANDSTUHL, Germany —
Landstuhl Regional Medical Cen-
ter’s new automated telephone
system launched community-
wide last week with a few snags
but has helped fix the major
gripes people had with the old sys-
tem, hospital officials said.

The medical center began
using one main number — 486-
LRMC — last week to connect pa-
tients to all of its services by
using a computerized operator.
Before, patients had to dial direct-
ly to an operator when they need-
ed to make an appointment.
Those numbers now ring to the
automated system.

The medical center worked Fri-

day to double the number of
phone lines on the system — from
24 to about 50 — to reduce the
number of people getting busy sig-
nals when they dial in, said Maj.
Timothy Hoiden, chief of clinical
operations.

Once people get connected
with no busy signal, the system is
working well, Hoiden said.

On average, people wait about
20 seconds on hold to talk to a per-
son, well below the Department
of Defense’s health care standard
of 2 minutes, Hoiden said.

People were left waiting on
hold too long on the old system
and often had a hard time finding
the right phone number to call,
Hoiden said.

From staff reports
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The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s interior
minister on Saturday refused to
comment on rumors that the top
terror leader in the country had
been taken into custody.

“I wouldn’t like to comment for
the time being,” Interior Minister
Falah al-Naqib said when asked
about rumors that Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi had been arrested.
“Let’s see. Maybe in the next few
days we will make a comment
about it.”

Pressing him, a reporter asked,
“Does that mean he is in custo-
dy?”

“No comment,” the minister re-
peated.

The rumors about al-Zarqawi
followed an interview aired on an
Arab television station earlier
this month in which a Saudi man
arrested for a deadly truck bomb-
ing claimed that he heard from
other insurgents that al-Zarqawi
had been arrested by Iraqi police
in Fallujah but released because
authorities didn’t recognize him.

Rumors spread that Iraqi au-
thorities had al-Zarqawi in custo-

dy but were waiting to announce
it just before the Jan. 30 elections.

Al-Zarqawi, the leader of Iraq’s
al-Qaida affiliate, has claimed re-
sponsibility for numerous kidnap-
pings and the beheadings of sever-
al foreigners, including Ameri-

cans. His
group,
al-Qaida in
Iraq, also
has carried
out many
other bomb-
ing and
shooting at-
tacks on
American
troops and
Iraqi police
and soldiers.

In an au-
diotape posted Thursday on the
Web, a speaker who identified
himself as al-Zarqawi called on
his followers to prepare for a long
struggle against the Americans
and denounced Iraqi Shiites for
fighting alongside U.S. troops in
last November’s assault on the
rebel stronghold of Fallujah.

The United States has offered a
$25 million reward for al-Zarqaw-
i’s capture or death — the same
amount as for Osama bin Laden.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

GI dies in Kuwait crash

KUWAIT CITY — One U.S.
military helicopter pilot was
killed and another was injured
in a training accident in Ku-
wait, the American military
said Saturday.

The accident involving the
AH-64 Apache pilots occurred
Friday afternoon northwest of
Kuwait City, the military said
in a statement.

The statement did not pro-
vide details about how the acci-
dent happened, saying only
that it was under investigation.

The injured soldier was
evacuated to a U.S. military
hospital and was in stable con-
dition, it said.

The identities of the soldiers
were withheld pending notifi-
cation of their families.

From The Associated Press

No comment on al-Zarqawi
arrest rumors, official says

AP

U.S. soldiers remove a poster threatening Iraqis who vote in upcom-

ing elections from the outside of a mosque in Mosul last week. U.S.

forces have intensified operations in Iraq’s third largest city in a race

to make it safe enough for voters to cast ballots.

BY MARIAM FAM

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — The Iraqi govern-
ment pledged Saturday it would do
everything in its power to protect
voters from insurgent attacks dur-
ing this month’s national elections,
as militants announced they’d
killed 15 captive Iraqi National
Guardsmen for cooperating with
the Americans.

Eight other Iraqi guardsmen
and one Iraqi civilian were injured
Saturday when a suicide bomber
detonated an explosive belt near
the gate of a military camp near
Hillah, Iraqi office said.

Guerrillas in the northern city of
Mosul blasted a building to be used
as a polling station with machine
gun and rocket propelled grenade
fire Saturday, injuring one civilian,
a hospital official said.

In Baghdad, the interior minis-
ter announced further security
measures for the Jan. 30 balloting,
in which Iraqis will choose a new
275-member National Assembly
and 18 provincial councils.

The minister, Falah al-Naqib,
confirmed that Baghdad’s interna-
tional airport would be closed for
three days starting on the eve of
the balloting. The nighttime cur-
few in Baghdad and other cities
will be extended and restrictions
imposed on private vehicles to
guard against car bombs, he
added.

Al-Naqib told reporters all
leaves and passes for police and
military forces had been canceled
for the election period and that fur-
ther measures would be an-
nounced closer to voting day.

“We have mobilized all our forc-
es as a government,” al-Naqib
said.

Still, the minister did not play
down the gravity of the security
threat, nor the difficulties facing
this country in organizing and con-
ducting a nationwide election in
the midst of a virulent insurgency.

“There are dangers and there
are threats to throw the elections
process into chaos, but we hope
that our security plan will be up to
the standards. We don’t rule out an
escalation from the terrorist forc-
es,” he said.

Sunni Muslim rebels have
vowed to disrupt the balloting, and
Sunni clerics have urged postpone-
ment until the security situation
has improved. But leaders of the
majority Shiites, estimated at 60
percent of Iraq’s 26 million people,

have demanded an election, believ-
ing their numbers will bring them
power long denied them by Sunni
Arabs.

Underscoring the grave security
challenge, the insurgent Ansar
al-Sunnah Army announced on a
Web site that it had killed 15 Iraqi
National Guardsmen seized off a
commercial bus this month in the
Anbar provincial town of Hit.

U.S. and Iraqi officials believe
most of the country is secure
enough for elections except Bagh-
dad and three mostly Sunni Arab
provinces — Anbar, Ninevah and
Salaheddin. Although Iraqis living
there will have the chance to vote,
insurgent attacks and intimidation
may produce a disappointing turn-
out.

al-Zarqawi

Iraq pledges voter protection

The Associated Press

As of Friday, at least 1,371 mem-
bers of the U.S. military have died
since the beginning of the Iraq
war in March 2003, according to
an Associated Press count. At
least 1,077 died as a result of hos-
tile action, the Defense Depart-
ment said. The figures include
three military civilians.

The AP count is three higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, last updated at 10 a.m. Fri-
day.

The British military has report-
ed 76 deaths; Italy, 20; Poland, 16;
Ukraine, 16; Spain, 11; Bulgaria,
seven; Slovakia, three; Estonia,
Thailand and the Netherlands, two
each; and Denmark, El Salvador,

Hungary, Latvia and Kazakhstan
one death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Presi-
dent Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,233 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to AP’s
count. That includes at least 968
deaths resulting from hostile ac-
tion, according to the military’s
numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

� One soldier was killed Friday
during a raid near Ad Duluiyah,
Iraq.

� One soldier was killed Friday
northwest of Kuwait City in a train-
ing accident.

The latest identifications report-
ed by military:

� No identifications reported.
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BY JOSEPH GIORDONO

Stars and Stripes

RAMADI, Iraq — A second
day of joint American-Iraqi pa-
trols near Ramadi, on one of the
holiest days of the year for Mus-
lims, was met with a decidedly
cooler reception than the previ-
ous outing.

Once again, members of Com-
pany A, 1st Battalion, 9th Infan-
try Regiment combined with
Iraqi security forces to patrol in
preparation for the Jan. 30 elec-
tions. But this time, in a neighbor-
hood thought to be an insurgent
safe haven, the local Iraqis were
less overtly friendly than the day
before in a different district.

A few small children ap-
proached the soldiers — which
included members of an Iraqi Na-
tional Guard called India Compa-
ny — but most of the teenagers
and adults watched silently.

“This is ‘muj’ central,” one
U.S. soldier remarked, referring
to mujahedeen, or Islamic funda-
mentalist fighters, as the group
walked through the central
square of a largely dilapidated
apartment complex. Some of the
little children played with toy
Kalashnikov assault rifles. One
quickly loaded and unloaded the
toy’s ammo magazine. Soldiers
said they wondered who taught
the child the action.

The streets were much less
crowded than the day before. An
Iraqi interpreter with the group
explained it was because Thurs-
day was Eid, the Islamic holy
day marking the height of hajj,
the annual pilgrimage to Mecca.

Insurgents did not take the day
off, however. Just before the pa-
trol left its base camp on the out-
skirts of Ramadi, a salvo of at
least four mortar rounds whis-
tled overhead and hit the base.
Shortly after, U.S. artillery re-
turned fire, and a loud alarm was
sounded throughout the base.

Soldiers just finishing chow
donned their helmets and body
armor. Units made a count to as-
sure all their personnel were ac-
counted for. There were no re-
ports of injuries immediately
after the attack.

Later, as the patrol ap-
proached a mosque they said has
been preaching anti-American
messages, the doors were quick-
ly shut and locked and the men
inside started to walk away. Iraqi
soldiers called them back and

questioned them. Anti-American
leaflets and a banner were
found.

One India Company soldier
tore up the leaflets in front of the
mosque leader. Other Iraqi sol-
diers took off their boots and
searched the mosque. It was an
action U.S. soldiers could not
have taken alone, and one exam-
ple of how U.S. officials hope
joint patrols will allow forces to
be more effective.

“Right now, we’re doing a lot
of the basic training, familiariz-
ing them with our weapons sys-
tems and tactics,” said Sgt. Heri-
berto Vargas, one of the U.S. sol-
diers training India Company.
Vargas is one of the 3,500 2nd
Brigade, 2nd Infantry Division
soldiers who deployed from
South Korea to Iraq last fall.

U.S. officials have staked the
future security of Iraq on being
able to train an effective and in-
dependent Iraqi security force.
In the short term, that force will
also be asked to bolster election
security with the 150,000 U.S.
troops in Iraq.

While India Company mem-
bers searched the mosque, U.S.
forces detained a young man
who had been seen following pa-
trols for several days. The man
had repeatedly acted suspicious-
ly, soldiers said, and they be-
lieved he was gathering intelli-
gence for future attacks.

The man was detained, his
hands secured behind his back
with plastic restraints. Soldiers
wrapped engineer’s tape around
his eyes as a crude blindfold, and
told him to lead them to his
house so it could be searched.

When soldiers arrived, some-
one had already called the fami-
ly. The young man’s father plead-
ed with the soldiers to let his son
go.

A search team carted off two
bags of cassette tapes, docu-
ments and other items, and told
the family the man was going to
be held at a U.S. base for more
questioning.

Just before taking the man
away, Company A commander
Capt. Kevin Capozzoli reassured
the family that he would not be
mistreated.

“As a father myself, I under-
stand,” Capozzoli told the detain-
ee’s father. “But there are a lot of
problems in this city. And we are
trying to fix them.”

E-mail Joseph Giordono at:
giordonoj@pstripes.osd.mil

Joint patrols get
the cold shoulder
on Muslim holiday
U.S., Iraqi pre-election sweep
finds sparse crowds, mortar fire

JOE GIORDONO/Stars and Stripes

U.S. and Iraqi forces detain a man Thursday during a joint patrol of neighborhoods on the outskirts of

Ramadi, Iraq. After a search of his house, the man was taken to a detention facility on a U.S. base.
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BY STEVE LIEWER

Stars and Stripes

For months now, a 1st Infantry
Division soldier could count on
two things after stepping off a
rest-and-recuperation flight from
Iraq at Dallas-Fort Worth Interna-
tional Airport: a Texas-sized hug
from Donna Cranston and a Shin-
er Boch beer from the trunk of
her car.

Cranston, 47, is the mother of
Spc. Matt Cranston, a 1st ID sol-
dier serving in Samarra. She lives
near the airport
and has taken it
upon herself to
greet every re-
turning soldier
who wears a Big
Red One patch. If
they need to
catch a connect-
ing flight, she per-
sonally drives
them to the right
terminal. If
they’ve got a long
layover, she takes
them home and
feeds them a
hearty meal.

“Nothing has
thrilled me more
than to have a sol-
dier riding in my
convertible,”
Cranston said,
communicating
via e-mail, as did
all the 1st ID fami-
ly members inter-
viewed for this ar-
ticle. “They will
tip their head
back, look into
the sky, take a
deep breath and
say ‘Ma’am you
have no idea what
a wonderful feel-
ing this is right
now!’ ”

Cranston is
only the most visi-
ble sign of a virtu-
al support group
of 1st ID families
called the “Fami-
ly of One” that
sprang up online
shortly after the
division deployed
to Iraq last Febru-
ary.

She found
like-minded sup-
port almost by ac-
cident last spring, when Barbara
Holman, the mother of a Big Red
One soldier, posted messages on
Internet bulletin boards belong-
ing to a 1st ID alumni society and
her son’s battalion.

“Nothing in my experience
ever prepared me for the sudden
onslaught of fear and worry and
lack of peace,” Holman said. “I
was crying and tearing up over
nothing, just floating through
what had to be done and nothing
more.”

In the months since, about 70
families from across the country
stumbled on the group, drawn to

the Internet by the loneliness and
frustration of living while their
loved ones were in a dangerous
war zone. Suddenly they were in
touch with others like them.

“While everyone else was
going on with their daily lives, we
were having trouble breathing, or
wanting to cry or snapping at peo-
ple,” said Kim Willoughby, 47, of
Bright, Ind., whose son, Nathan,
is in the 1-26 Infantry. “It was a
relief to know that across this
country, loved ones were experi-
encing these same feelings —

that we were not
alone.”

Most of the
members are
mothers, but
wives, sisters, girl-
friends and even
a few dads also
have joined. Only
a few have met
one another in
person, and many
know each other
only by screen
names like “Rang-
er Mom” and
“Pambo.”

But almost all
of them say
they’ve forged a
bond that will last
long after their
soldiers return
home during the
next three
months.

“We’ve been
through a lot to-
gether, becoming
a true family and
[forming] what I
honestly believe
will also be life-
long friendships,”
said Missie Adam-
czyk, 25, of subur-
ban Washington,
whose fiancé,
Capt. Michael Ju-
rick, is serving in
Iraq with the 1-26
Infantry.

Some of their
exchanges are
giddy and school-
girlish. At other
times, the Family
of One joins to-
gether to boost
someone through
a rough patch.

Celeste Ruban-
ick, 49, a Florida
mail carrier and

the mother of Spc. Dale Rubanick
of the 1st Battalion, 6th Field Ar-
tillery, turned to her online
friends the day she burst into
tears in the middle of her route be-
cause she was sure her son had
been killed. (He hadn’t.)

“We admit to these things and
more in our e-mails,” Rubanick
said, “and it feels wonderful to
find out others feel the same
way.”

Much of the time they discuss
practical matters, like what to put
in gift boxes and how to best wrap
cookies to keep them fresh all the
way to Iraq. When word comes of

an attack in Bayji, Samarra or
Baqouba, they burn up the Inter-
net looking for information and
post whatever news they hear
from soldiers downrange.

“I was also warned about the
hard stuff,” said Lee Ann Grzy-
wa, 47, of Aurora, Ill., whose son,
Joshua, is a staff sergeant in the
1-26 Infantry’s mortar platoon.
“Seeing the look in your soldier’s
eyes that tells you they’ve seen
things you haven’t imagined.”

The Family of One has helped
its members channel a desperate
need to help the troops. Every
one of them has shipped boxes of
goodies not only to their own sons
or boyfriends, but to other sol-
diers as well. At Christmas, they
sent “secret Santa” gifts to each
other’s deployed children so ev-
eryone would get an unexpected

gift.
In Dallas, other Texas moms

joined Cranston in greeting the
R&R flights and working at the
airport’s USO club. Joyce
Hagens, 48, the mother of
22-year-old twin sons both serv-
ing with the 1-26 Infantry in Sa-
marra, created a tribute wall to
troops in Iraq at the rural Texas
hospital where she works. They
take turns writing condolence let-
ters on behalf of the group to the
family of every soldier killed in
the war.

Barely two months remain in
the Big Red One’s tour. So far,
none of the group’s sons or daugh-
ters have been killed and only a
few have suffered minor injuries
despite some close calls.

“As these last few weeks wind
down, we have a heightened

sense of this,” Holman said.
“There is a fear that something
might happen at the end.”

Although the end of the deploy-
ment is finally approaching, none
of the women has any plans to
abandon her newfound family.

“We have all become so close.
It would be like losing a very dear
friend,” Hagens said.

Many in the Family of One
would like to see the Army ex-
pand its family readiness groups
to include more than just the
spouses and children of soldiers.

“Often the military forgets that
parents are family,” Holman
said. “We had to create our own
support. I hope others will take
our group as a beacon of light.”

E-mail Steve Liewer at:
LiewerS@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Courtesy of Missie Adamczyk

Members of the Family of
One e-mail group recom-
mend a number of Web
sites for family members of
deployed soldiers either to
get support, or to lend sup-
port to others. Among their
suggestions:

� www.bigredone.org: A
1st Infantry Division alumni
association, the Society of
the Big Red One, offers a
“family” section.

� www.globalsecurity.
org: Information about
units, camps, the politics
and geography of Iraq.

� To donate money or sup-
plies in support of troops,
try www.anysoldier.com,
www.woundedwarrior
project. com, and www.
soldiersangels. org.

� www.defendersoffree
dom.us: Started by Donna
Cranston, a Family of One
member. A nonprofit organi-
zation that sells tie-dye
wristbands and soldier cal-
endars, with all proceeds
going to help deployed or in-
jured troops.

� www.military-
wives.com: Offers practical
advice and support geared
toward women, with special
subsites for families in each
service, reservists and mili-
tary husbands.

� www.prayercentral.
net: Offers daily prayers for
troops in Iraq, as well as ad-
vice and links to other help-
ful web site.

Source: Family of One

Courtesy of Barbara Holman

Barbara Holman, co-founder of the Family of One support group, spends time with Spc. Albert Garcia at

Dallas-Fort Worth airport, as he prepares to board his flight back to Iraq after time at home for rest and

recuperation. Family of One members in Dallas have made it their duty to greet R&R flights at the airport.

‘Family of One’ e-mail group
offers support, camaraderie

1st ID moms’ virtual shoulder to lean on

Caring links

We’ve been

through a lot

together,

becoming a

true family

and [forming]

what I honestly

believe will

also be lifelong

friendships.

Missie Adamczyk

of suburban Washington,

shown right with fiancé

Capt Michael Jurick,

I-26 Infantry
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BY JULIANA GITTLER

Stars and Stripes

UTAPAO, Thailand — U.S. forc-
es officially ended their relief mis-
sion to Thailand on Saturday,
moving the few remaining opera-
tions to the control of the Joint
U.S. Military Assistance Group at
the U.S. Embassy, said Marine Lt.
Col. Robert Krieg, a member of
the combined support force plan-
ning team.

Command and control forces
will remain at the headquarters
in Utapao for the remainder of
the dwindling mission, he added.

U.S. forces also began the pro-
cess to close down in Sri Lanka, a
progression that should wrap up
this week, Krieg said.

The overall mission to South
Asia is being turned over to the
United Nations, which will contin-
ue to operate with local govern-
ments, participating militaries
and aid agencies.

“We’re turning [operations]
over to them much faster than we
thought they’d be ready for,”
Krieg said.

Also Saturday, Maj. Gen. David
A. Deptula, commander of the
joint forces air component from
Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii,

began a tour of the region to see
the reconstruction and visit Air
Force troops working there.

“We are seeing a rapid transi-
tion now in terms of the nations
that originally requested aid and
basically getting to the point
where they can handle on their
own the reconstruction efforts,”
Deptula said.

At a stop at Utapao, the general
said he was pleased with the suc-
cess of the mission, including the
rapid deployment of C-130s to the
region and the airlift of supplies
by other resources, including Air
Force HH-60 Pave Hawk helicop-
ters in Sri Lanka.

Many operations took place on

foreign landing strips in areas
where U.S. troops haven’t trained
before, he said.

In Sri Lanka, U.S. forces moved
146,000 pounds of food, 124,000
pounds of supplies and 8,500 gal-
lons of water, Krieg said.

Pave Hawks helped to evacu-
ate 442 people and Marine and
Navy engineers cleared debris in
several communities, using some
of the debris to repair a sea wall.

At a women’s college in Galle,
Seabees and engineers demol-
ished two damaged buildings and
moved 250 cubic yards of rubble

to clear space for future construc-
tion. The groups also cleared de-
bris at several schools and a Sri
Lankan army base, Krieg said.

In Indonesia, the last area for
U.S. relief efforts, military person-
nel continued airlifting supplies
into remote areas, Krieg said.

U.S. forces continue to evaluate
roads and bridges and will pro-
vide their assessments to the Indo-
nesian government and the Unit-
ed Nations. If asked, the United
States could provide assistance
with the projects, Krieg said.

E-mail Juliana Gittler at:

gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mil

The Associated Press

KILINOCHCHI, Sri Lanka —
With Tamil Tiger rebels claim-
ing the Sri Lankan government
is blocking tsunami aid to
rebel-controlled areas, Norwe-
gian diplomats are urging the
two sides to create a joint body
that would ensure fair distribu-
tion of humanitarian supplies, of-
ficials said Saturday.

Indonesia, fighting its reputa-
tion for widespread corruption,
repeated promises made earlier
this week that it will do all it can
to make sure foreign aid reaches
tsunami victims. One step an-

nounced by Welfare Minister
Alwi Shihab was that foreign gov-
ernments could designate specif-
ic projects they wanted to fund.

In Sri Lanka, envoys from
Norway met with Tamil rebels a
day after talks with government
officials to try to resolve a dis-
pute over aid deliveries in this
country that suffered about
31,000 deaths in the disaster.

The rebels accuse the govern-
ment of obstructing the flow of
aid to their territory in the north-
ern and eastern parts of the is-
land. The government denies
the allegation.

Military begins to leave
tsunami-striken region
U.S. ends mission in Thailand; Sri Lanka pullout begins

IN THE WORLD

BENJAMIN D. GLASS/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

Lt. Cmdr. Robert Federal from the USS Abraham Lincoln stacks boxes
of food Friday to be delivered to outlying towns around Banda Aceh on
the island of Sumatra, Indonesia. As military leaders begin to pull U.S.
assets out of Indonesia, the USS Abraham Lincoln Carrier Group will
likely be one of the first to leave.

Norwegian envoy scrambles
to resolve foreign aid dispute
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The Associated Press

VIENNA, Austria — California
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger
should be stripped of citizenship in
his native Austria for approving
the execution of a convicted killer,
a leading Austrian politician said
Saturday.

Peter Pilz,
a top official
with the envi-
ronmentalist
Green Party,
said the Aus-
tria-born
Schwarzeneg-
ger no longer
is worthy of
citizenship in
his homeland
because he
broke the
law by clear-
ing the execution on Wednesday.

Capital punishment is illegal
here, and Schwarzenegger — who
holds dual U.S.-Austrian nationali-
ty — should be stripped of his Aus-
trian passport for “heavily damag-
ing the reputation of the republic,”
Pilz said.

He said he sent the Interior Min-
istry a letter formally requesting
the start of the process of terminat-
ing Schwarzenegger’s citizenship.

Execution
may hurt
gov.’s dual
citizenshipBY ALI AKBAR DAREINI

The Associated Press

TEHRAN, Iran — State-run media reported
Saturday that Iran’s hard-line leadership de-
cided to allow women to run for president in
June elections, but a spokesman later denied
the change.

There was no immediate explanation for
the denial. It was not known if the earlier an-
nouncement was a mistake or whether the
hard-line Guardian Council had reversed its
decision.

Throughout the day, state-run radio and
television carried reports quoting council
spokesman Gholamhossein Elham as saying

the council had changed its policy and al-
lowed women to run.

But in the evening, the media reported
Elham denied the new stance.

An official from the TV station’s political de-
partment defended the state-run media out-
lets, saying they had reported Elham’s com-
ments correctly and that it was the Guardian
Council spokesman who had back-flipped.

“It was Elham who changed his story. In
both cases we were correct and did our job
correctly,” the unidentified official said.

Elham could not be reached immediately
for comment.

The Guardian Council is a body dominated

by hard-liners in Iran’s Islamic regime who
have resisted reformers’ drive for years to
loosen social and political restrictions in the
country — including women’s rights.

Iranians are expected to vote for a new pres-
ident in June 17 elections seen as crucial as
they will end the presidency of reformist Mo-
hammad Khatami, who is barred from run-
ning for a third consecutive term — giving
hard-liners an opportunity to retake the post.

The earlier announcement that women
would be allowed to run had raised specula-
tion that conservatives were trying to court re-
formers, ensure a wide turnout in the election
to show its legitimacy or to fend of U.S. and
European criticism over a lack of democracy
in Iran.

SchwarzeneggerBY ADNAN MALIK

The Associated Press

MINA, Saudi Arabia — Tens of
thousands of Muslim pilgrims
crowded the pathway to three
large stone pillars Saturday, some
stepping on toes or gently shoving
to reach their goal, where they
cried out “Allahu Akbar” as they
threw pebbles.

The final day of the symbolic
“stoning the devil” ritual was
slightly more frenzied than the

past two days, as the pilgrims —
many carrying their luggage —
were in a rush to return to Mecca
for the final rite of the annual hajj
pilgrimage.

But there were no major prob-
lems and doctors reported only a
few dozen minor injuries, such as
scratches and bruises.

“Everything is under control,”
said Interior Ministry spokesman
Mansour al-Turki.

The pilgrims have only until sun-

down to perform the ritual on Sat-
urday, instead of midnight as on
other days.

Many ignored loudspeaker
warnings — in Arabic, English,
Farsi and Urdu — to walk slowly
and not push each other. “Give ev-
eryone a chance so you get your
turn,” said the voice on the loud-
speakers, repeating a message
also displayed on large electronic
message boards at the entrance to
the Jamarat, or pillars that repre-

sent the devil.
As the crowd thinned in the late

afternoon, a thunderstorm slowed
the passage of pilgrims. Umbrel-
las were opened, and many found
plastic bags in their luggage to
hold over their heads. The moun-
tain ranges that surround the val-
ley could barely be seen through
the heavy rain, and thunder and
lightning rattled the pilgrims.

Al-Turki said about 160,000 peo-
ple per hour were passing over the
footbridge leading to the pillars.

Last day of hajj stoning ritual goes smoothly

Iran denies OKing women in office
Report: Hard-liners retract statement allowing females to run for president
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The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — A blustery
snowstorm swept across the Mid-
west with windblown snow on Sat-
urday, canceling hundreds of air-
line flights and slowing highway
travel, and it threatened to bury
parts of the Northeast under
more than a foot of flakes.

Storm warnings were posted
from Wisconsin to New England,
where the National Weather Ser-
vice posted a blizzard warning in
effect through Sunday. By mid-
day, snow was falling from parts
of Wisconsin and Illinois into Vir-
ginia and parts of the New En-
gland states.

One man died after falling
through ice on a pond in Ohio,
where two others died of appar-
ent heart attacks while removing
snow, authorities said.

Up to 18 inches of snow was
forecast in northern New Jersey
and accumulations of up to 20
inches were possible in parts of
New England, the weather ser-
vice said. A foot was likely in
northern Ohio and some areas of
the Midwest, such as southwest-
ern Ohio, already had several

inches on the ground from earlier
storms.

Up to a foot of snow had fallen
in Wisconsin and Michigan, and
wind gusted to more than 60 mph
across Iowa.

Highway departments readied
fleets of plows and salt-spreading
trucks, and some people rushed
to stock up on supplies to ride out
the storm at home.

“I got a couple steaks, a couple
jugs of wine and a couple good
books,” Walter Trogdash said as
he left a convenience store in
Toms River, N.J. “I think I’m all
set.”

But for travelers, the storm
caused frustrating delays.

About 400 flights were can-
celed Saturday at Chicago’s
O’Hare International Airport and
dozens more were called off at
the city’s Midway Airport. More
than 200 people stayed the night
at the two airports because of
flights canceled when the storm
arrived there on Friday.

Flights that weren’t canceled
were delayed up to 90 minutes,
with more delays and cancella-
tions expected as the storm start-
ed creating problems at airports

on the East Coast, said Chicago
Department of Aviation spokes-
woman Annette Martinez.

The storm spread a welcome
layer of snow on snowmobile and
crosscountry ski trails in the
upper Midwest, but it also caused
problems for outdoor enthusiasts.

“It’s great for morale and gets a
lot of people interested in skiing,
but a snowfall like that over the
weekend hurts our cash registers
because people aren’t getting in
their cars and coming out here,”
general manager said John
Shema, general manager of the
Hidden Valley Resort in Vernon,
N.J.

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Gov. Mitt Romney
said he has become “less con-
cerned, not more concerned”
about a potential terrorist threat
against the city of Boston. The
FBI, meanwhile, is exploring pos-
sible theories for the reports — in-
cluding a possible revenge mo-
tive.

FBI agents have been looking
into an uncorroborated tip that 16
people might be planning an at-
tack on the city. Those allegedly
involved in the plot include 13
Chinese nationals, two Iraqis and
a man identified on the FBI’s
Web site as Jose Ernesto Beltran
Quinones, whose nationality was
not given.

But the tipster who told federal
officials about the alleged conspir-
acy may have fabricated the
story out of revenge, a federal
law enforcement official said Fri-
day. The law enforcement offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of an-
onymity, said the tipster may
have been angry because a group
of illegal immigrants had failed
to pay for smuggling them into
the country.

AP photos

Above: Harold Coleman spreads salt to help melt snow on the sidewalk he just shoveled outside the

sandwich shop where he works Saturday in Chicago. Heavy snow pounded the Chicago area Friday night

and continued into Saturday. Below: A woman crosses the street through a blinding snow storm Saturday in

downtown Chagrin Falls, Ohio. Northeast Ohio was expecting up to a foot of snow.

Winter storm

coats Midwest

and Northeast

FBI: Threat
may have
been hoax

IN THE STATES
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The Associated Press

WINTER PARK, Fla. — Dave
Plotkin rocked around the clock
— several times over.

The disc jockey at Rollins Col-
lege’s WPRK-FM unofficially set
a record Friday for the world’s
longest continuous broadcast by a
single DJ.

Plotkin, 25, took to the airwaves
at 9 a.m. Monday and signed off
at 11:03 p.m. Friday, a 110-hour
span. A DJ in Switzerland lasted
105 hours in July 2002.

“Everthing I did, every facet of
my life for the past five days, I
was broadcasting on the radio
with a wireless [microphone] or
here in the studio,” Plotkin said
Friday evening in the seconds be-
fore reaching Hour 106 and
breaking the old record. “I miss
the outside world.”

The event, planned for more
than a year, raised $16,150 for the
52-year-old radio station.

It will take Guinness, keeper of
the world’s records, four to six
weeks to validate Plotkin’s feat.

Under Guinness’ rules, Plotkin
had to speak at least once every
59 seconds. And there was no nap-
ping while “In-A-Gadda-Da-Vida”
played: Songs could not be longer
than six minutes.

The event raised funds for the
station. The broadcast, which also
went out over the Internet, drew
donations from as far as Peru.

In between spinning CDs from
indie rockers, Plotkin hosted local
bands, interviewed civic leaders,
gave interviews himself and took
cold showers in a stall built down
the hall from the studio.

DJ rocks around clock
to set new world record

BY DAVID CRARY

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Coming just two
days after George W. Bush’s inau-
guration, Saturday’s anniversary
of the 1973 Supreme Court deci-
sion legalizing abortion is dominat-
ed by the hopes of one side — and
fears of the other — that the presi-
dent will try to overturn Roe v.
Wade through appointments to fill
expected high court vacancies.

Anti-abortion activists were
among the legions of Bush sup-
porters converging on Washing-
ton in the past few days, and most
will remain for Monday’s annual
March for Life. Though Bush is
widely admired within the move-
ment, some of its militants still
question his commitment to re-
versing the 32-year-old decision.

“President Bush has an ethical
obligation to protect the unborn,
and he has a political debt of honor
to those who put him in office,”
said Randall Terry, founder of Op-
eration Rescue. “His staff must
thoroughly investigate any possi-
ble appointee, and if they are not
unalterably committed to over-
turning Roe v. Wade, they must be
dismissed from consideration.”

Anti-abortion lawmakers in Con-
gress and several states, mean-
while, are introducing the latest in
a wave of measures aimed at mak-
ing it more daunting to obtain an
abortion. The bills would require
abortion providers to tell women
20 weeks or more pregnant that an
abortion could cause pain to their
fetus, and to offer anesthesia ad-
ministered directly to the fetus.

Abortion-rights supporters, si-
multaneously apprehensive and
determined, are engaging in pos-

telection reassessments, some of
them wondering openly if their
rhetoric and strategies should be
modified to better compete for
public support.

Frances Kissling, president of
Catholics for a Free Choice, is sug-
gesting there is little to be gained
— in the court of public opinion
— by opposing the notion that a
fetus represents some form of
human life. She proposes “a new
pro-choice discourse” that would
acknowledge both women’s
rights and respect for fetal life.

“Abortion is a serious matter; it
is a woman’s right and no woman
needs to apologize for making
this decision,” Kissling wrote re-
cently. “On the other hand, no
woman needs to brag about her
choice, and the decision of one

pro-choice organization to sell
T-shirts announcing ‘I had an
abortion’ was in poor taste.”

She says the legislation provides
abortion-rights supporters with a
chance to show they do value fetal
life. She objects to the federal bill,
saying it requires doctors to follow
a script that is insensitive to
women, but she supports the con-
cept of offering fetal anesthesia in
appropriate circumstances.

“Abortion should be a humane
and compassionate procedure,”
she wrote in the latest edition of
her organization’s journal.

Dave Andrusko of the National
Right to Life Committee accused
Kissling of “Alice in Wonder-
land” reasoning. You can’t con-
cede that a fetus is human, and
then say it’s allowable to destroy
it, he argues.

Roe v. Wade debate lively after 32 years

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The woman
once known as “Jane Roe” has
asked the Supreme Court to over-
turn its landmark Supreme Court
decision that legalized abortion
32 years ago.

Norma McCorvey, whose pro-
test of Texas’ abortion ban led to
the 1973 ruling, contends in a peti-
tion received at the court Tues-
day that the case should be heard
again in light of evidence that the
procedure may harm women.

“Now we know so much more,
and I plead with the court to lis-
ten for witnesses and re-evaluate
Roe v. Wade,” said McCorvey,
who says she now regrets her role
in the case.

The politically charged issue
comes before the court as both
sides gird for a possible bitter nom-
ination fight over Chief Justice
William H. Rehnquist’s replace-
ment should the ailing justice re-
tire this term. At least three justic-
es, including Rehnquist, have said
Roe v. Wade was wrongly decided
and should be overturned.

Two lower courts last year
threw out McCorvey’s request to
have the ruling reconsidered.

But in a strongly worded con-
currence, 5th U.S. Circuit Court
of Appeals judge Edith H. Jones
criticized the abortion ruling and
said new medical evidence may
well show undue harm to a moth-
er and her fetus.

Roe changes
mind, asks
court to do so

AP

Dave Plotkin, left, a disc jockey at

Rollins College’s WPRK-FM in

Winter Park, Fla., tries to keep

his eyes open Friday during the

101st hour of his radio marathon.

AP

From left, Sharon Turner of Germantown, Md., a member of the

Abolition of Abortion Federation, and Alveda King of Atlanta, a niece of

the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., take part in an anti-abortion demonstra-

tion Friday outside the Supreme Court in Washington.
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 37 25
Bahrain 66 49
Beijing 50 21
Beirut 61 51
Bermuda 61 54
Caracas 87 73
Helsinki 21 19
Hong Kong 71 62
Lisbon 56 41

HI LO
Manila 85 73
Mexico City 73 43
Montreal 0 -6
Riyadh 65 45
Rio de. Jan 87 76
Seoul  44 20
Sofia  34 15
Sydney 83 68
Tokyo 47 36

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 77 61
Dakar  77 64
Freetown 88 74
Kinshasa 87 71

HI LO
Mogadishu 88 75
Nairobi 82 58
Rabat   63 43
Tripoli 63 46

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 50 36 Clr
Akron,Ohio 17 10 Clr
Albany,N.Y. 13 -1 Snow
Albuquerque 55 32 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 16 5 Snow
Amarillo 49 28 Clr
Anchorage 23 30 Cldy
Asheville 27 14 Clr
Atlanta 34 21 Clr
Atlantic City 21 7 Snow
Austin 47 24 Clr
Baltimore 21 14 Clr
Baton Rouge 48 26 Clr
Billings 58 38 Clr
Birmingham 40 22 Clr
Bismarck 39 21 PCldy
Boise 36 29 Cldy
Boston 22 6 Snow
Bridgeport 19 2 Snow
Brownsville 60 38 PCldy
Buffalo 13 8 Snow
Burlington,Vt. 9 -4 Snow
Caribou,Maine 3 -8 Clr
Casper 53 30 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 40 22 Clr
Charleston,W.Va. 22 11 Snow
Charlotte,N.C. 35 16 PCldy
Chattanooga 36 19 PCldy
Cheyenne 60 33 Clr
Chicago 24 17 PCldy
Cincinnati 19 14 Clr

Cleveland 17 14 Snow
Colorado Springs 62 28 Clr
Columbia,S.C. 39 19 Clr
Columbus,Ga. 42 23 Clr
Columbus,Ohio 16 9 Clr
Concord,N.H. 8 -3 Snow
Corpus Christi 55 36 PCldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 43 29 Clr
Dayton 16 10 Clr
Daytona Beach 50 28 PCldy
Denver 63 30 Clr
Des Moines 26 24 PCldy
Detroit 19 16 Clr
Duluth 20 10 PCldy
El Paso 54 34 PCldy
Elkins 12 -4 Snow
Erie 15 10 Clr
Eugene 57 42 Cldy
Evansville 28 21 Clr
Fairbanks 1 0 Cldy
Fargo 28 18 Cldy
Flagstaff 51 30 PCldy
Flint 18 15 Clr
Fort Smith 36 21 Clr
Fort Wayne 18 11 Clr
Fresno 50 43 Cldy
Goodland 64 30 Clr
Grand Junction 54 28 Clr
Grand Rapids 20 18 PCldy
Great Falls 60 42 PCldy
Green Bay 19 14 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 30 15 PCldy

Harrisburg 21 11 Snow
Hartford Spgfld 14 -1 Snow
Helena 51 27 PCldy
Honolulu 82 69 PCldy
Houston 48 28 Clr
Huntsville 33 18 Clr
Indianapolis 22 17 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 41 22 Clr
Jacksonville 44 24 PCldy
Juneau 38 35 Rain
Kansas City 33 25 Clr
Key West 69 51 Clr
Knoxville 31 16 PCldy
Lake Charles 45 25 Clr
Lansing 17 15 Clr
Las Vegas 68 46 Clr
Lexington 21 16 PCldy
Lincoln 39 27 PCldy
Little Rock 38 22 PCldy
Los Angeles 75 52 PCldy
Louisville 25 19 PCldy
Lubbock 52 32 Clr
Macon 43 19 Clr
Madison 20 15 PCldy
Medford 52 36 Cldy
Memphis 37 25 Clr
Miami Beach 70 43 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 49 31 PCldy
Milwaukee 22 20 PCldy
Mpls-St Paul 22 15 PCldy
Mobile 47 23 Clr
Montgomery 41 21 Clr

Nashville 33 18 Clr
New Orleans 48 32 Clr
New York City 19 9 Snow
Newark 19 5 Snow
Norfolk,Va. 31 21 Snow
North Platte 51 28 PCldy
Oklahoma City 37 27 Clr
Omaha 32 25 PCldy
Orlando 51 28 PCldy
Paducah 31 22 Clr
Pendleton 52 41 PCldy
Peoria 22 19 PCldy
Philadelphia 22 13 Snow
Phoenix 73 55 PCldy
Pittsburgh 17 9 Clr
Pocatello 39 16 PCldy
Portland,Maine 11 1 Snow
Portland,Ore. 58 45 Cldy
Providence 21 7 Snow
Pueblo 65 20 Clr
Raleigh-Durham 32 18 Snow
Rapid City 61 34 PCldy
Reno 34 26 Cldy
Richmond 24 13 Cldy
Roanoke 25 15 PCldy
Rochester 14 5 Snow
Rockford 23 16 PCldy
Sacramento 50 40 Rain
St Louis 32 25 PCldy
St Thomas 83 74 Clr
Salem,Ore. 58 44 Cldy
Salt Lake City 33 28 Cldy

San Angelo 50 32 PCldy
San Antonio 50 31 Clr
San Diego 70 51 PCldy
San Francisco 57 50 PCldy
San Jose 61 48 PCldy
San Juan,P.R. 85 74 Clr
Santa Fe 53 24 PCldy
St Ste Marie 17 11 Snow
Savannah 42 22 Clr
Seattle 56 45 Rain
Shreveport 43 23 Clr
Sioux City 35 24 PCldy
Sioux Falls 33 23 PCldy
South Bend 20 12 PCldy
Spokane 46 35 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 24 21 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 32 25 Clr
Syracuse 10 -1 Clr
Tallahassee 47 16 Clr
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 54 30 Cldy
Toledo 19 13 Clr
Topeka 35 25 Clr
Tucson 69 48 PCldy
Tulsa 34 28 Clr
Tupelo 38 24 Clr
Waco 43 28 Clr
Washington,D.C. 22 14 Clr
W.Palm Beach 65 39 Cldy
Wichita 36 26 Clr
Wichita Falls 41 28 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 13 8 Clr
Wilmington,Del. 23 9 Snow
Yakima 48 38 PCldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.
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Moscow
34/19

St. Petersburg
30/16

Kiev
32/20

Bucharest
39/21

Warsaw
30/14

Oslo
26/15

Berlin
31/20

Frankfurt
32/23

Stuttgart
34/25

Prague
29/17

Budapest
31/13

Copenhagen
33/16

Reykjavik
43/39

Dublin
41/37

Ramstein
34/25

Vienna
32/16

Geneva
31/14

Brussels
39/28

Istanbul
44/36

Athens
51/38

Souda Bay
61/44

Sigonella
58/36

Naples
51/29

Rome
52/24

Belgrade
39/20

Sarajevo
41/28

Tirana
48/26

Pristina
39/25

Tuzla
37/27

Aviano
50/28

Pisa
45/32

Paris
36/24

Nice
52/24

Barcelona
54/31

Madrid
54/21

Morón
66/43

Rota
63/40

Lisbon
56/41

Izmir
54/37

London
39/32

Lakenheath
39/32

Stockholm
25/17

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rainshow-
ers in the afternoon. Highs in the
upper 30s. Monday lows in the upper
20s.

Britain, Ireland: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the upper 30s to lower 40s.
Monday lows in the 30s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Mostly cloudy.
Isolated snowshowers Monday morn-
ing. Highs in the upper 30s to lower
40s. Monday lows in the upper 20s.

France: Partly cloudy. Highs in the mid
to upper 30s in the north and highs
in the lower 40s to lower 50s in the
south. Monday lows in the mid 20s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rain and snow showers.
Highs in the lower 30s. Monday lows
in the lower 20s.

Southern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with snowshowers. Highs in the
upper 20s to mid 30s. Monday lows
in the mid teens to mid 20s.

Hungary: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 30s. Monday lows in the lower
to mid teens.

Northern Italy: Mostly cloudy with iso-
lated rainshowers. Highs in the mid
40s to lower 50s. Monday lows in the
mid 20s to mid 30s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy with iso-
lated rainshowers. Highs in the 50s.
Monday lows in the mid 20s to mid
30s.

Kosovo: Mostly cloudy. Snow Monday
morning. Highs in the upper 30s.
Monday lows in the lower to mid 20s.

Norway: Partly to mostly cloudy with
isolated snowshowers. Highs in the
mid 20s to lower 30s. Monday lows
in the mid teens to mid 20s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
mid 50s to mid 60s. Monday lows in
the coastal areas in the lower 30s to
lower 40s, inland lows in the 20s.

Turkey: Mostly cloudy with isolated
rainshowers. Coastal highs in the
mid 40s to mid 50s, inland highs in
the 30s. Monday coastal lows in the
mid 30s to lower 40s, inland lows in
the 20s.

European forecast for 23 January 05

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by: A1C
Amber Barham

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only
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Incirlik
56/41

Baghdad
59/35

Kuwait City
62/45

Dhahran
64/47

Dubai
73/57

Zahedan
53/32

Karachi
78/53 Bombay

88/67

New Delhi
68/45

Kandahar
52/40

Kabul
39/21

Islamabad
59/36

Mazar-e-Sharif
38/31

Ashgabat
48/34

Tehran
47/30

Hyderabad
88/65

Tel Aviv
64/48

Cairo
67/48
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Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 7:04AM 7:04AM
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 8:11AM 8:10AM
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:26PM 5:27PM
Sunset (Frankfurt) 5:05PM 5:07PM

Skopje
36/17•

•Stavanger
33/24

Lajes
63/55

Full moon
25 Jan 05

Last qtr.
2 Feb 05

New moon
8 Feb 05

First qtr.
16 Feb 05
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AAFES’s overall prices too high

I am writing in response to the many
letters I’ve read in Stars and Stripes con-
cerning the Army and Air Force Ex-
change Service gas-price situation.

It sounds like military in Japan are hav-
ing relatively the same problem we are
here in Europe. AAFES claims to set its
gas prices based on the average weekly
U.S. prices, yet we here are paying $2.06
a gallon while folks back home are pay-
ing $1.78 a gallon.

Every day we see commercials and ad-
vertisements by AAFES stating that it
supports the military, it keeps prices low
for those of us serving our country away
from home and it provides a great ser-
vice to us by not charging any tax. Yet it
more than makes up for no tax charges
with its outrageous prices on everything
from a T-shirt to gasoline.

I could go into almost any store back
home and buy a T-shirt for under $10,
where the average price for a T-shirt in a
post exchange store is close to $20. A pair
of jeans can run you around $35 to $40,
for an off-brand. In fact, we have even
sent money to our parents to purchase
our clothes at home because it’s cheaper
to buy and ship them than it is to pur-
chase them from the post exchange.

When is AAFES going to keep its word
and start supporting the military by keep-
ing prices low? When is it going to stop
capitalizing on our situation of being thou-
sands of miles from home — and from
good stores?

Our options are limited by being sta-
tioned here and instead of support and
help from AAFES, it is taking advantage
of our situation and our wallets.

God bless our parents who are willing
to shop for us back home and God bless
the Wal-Mart, Target and J.C. Penney
stores back home for truly great deals
and prices. AAFES could learn a thing or
two from them.

Candy Horton
Darmstadt, Germany

Where were prison supervisors?

It seems to me that something is amiss
totally in the Abu Ghraib prisoner-abuse
scandal.

I also was embarrassed when I first

saw the photos and heard of the breaking
abuse scandal. I fully agree that these ac-
tions are immoral, indecent, intolerable
and against the Geneva Conventions.

I sometimes tend to agree with some
writers when they say, “So what?” Do
these fanatic terrorists have any remorse
about the crimes they commit against
their own countrymen, our soldiers, and
innocent civilians and children?

However, these actions [at Abu Gh-
raib] are illegal and deserve punishment.
What I cannot come to terms with, and ac-
cept, is that a junior enlisted reservist, an
E-4, could manage to put together and be
ring master to such a “band of rogue
guards” without being noticed.

These actions didn’t just happen in a
blink of the eye, and in an isolated cor-
ner, or back room. These actions took
time, and occurred over a period of time.

My question is, where were the senior
enlisted, and officers, when this abuse
was taking place? Were these supervi-
sors never in the work area where these
actions took place? The military/civilian
interrogators surely outrank this “ring
master,” and had to be present in the en-
vironment. How could these profession-
als not notice what was happening
around them?

Anyone would agree that if the senior
chain of command didn’t see what was
happening under its eyes, then it was neg-

ligent or absent in its duties also. You can
delegate authority, but you can’t delegate
responsibility.

Will there be any senior-level person-
nel in positions of responsibility
courts-martialed and serving sentences,
or was the explanations of “I wasn’t
aware of these actions under my com-
mand” accepted.

Sgt. 1st Class Kenneth A. Cox (Ret.)
Stuttgart, Germany

TV spots a ‘necessary evil’

Over the past few weeks, I have also
been following the U.S. Air Forces in Eu-
rope commercial editorial saga and I
have my own 2 cents I’d like to add.

Letters to the editor being what they
are, purely the opinion of the writer
whether shared by others or not, they are
just that, opinion. It is important to note
that relevant arguments have now been
raised on both sides.

I agree that the frequency at which
these commercials are aired is quite dis-
turbing.

Additionally, I would hardly consider
phrases such as “Bring your courage”
and “I just got finished flying ol’ 777” crit-
ical information. I’ve even heard it said
that Gen. Robert H. “Doc” Foglesong has
earned himself another nickname,
D-Diddy, because he has more videos
than P-Diddy.

However, I also agree with a letter writ-
er (“Foglesong TV spots defended,” Jan.
19) on one issue: It is very important for
senior leadership to be recognized by
those they are responsible for. It would
be next to impossible to meet or address
each person under your command in per-
son; therefore, these commercials are
valuable in that anyone in the USAFE
command can readily identify his or her
commander.

While I do prefer to see “State Quiz,”
history or “This is how potato chips are
made” commercials, our USAFE leader-
ship commercials are somewhat of a nec-
essary evil. Perhaps all the recent atten-
tion they have received will serve to en-
hance their quality.

At any rate, both sides have been
heard and openly discussed; do we really
need to carry it on much further?

Staff Sgt. Wayne Bukaty
Sembach Annex, Germany
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China can’t hide Zhao’s legacy
Los Angeles Times

China well understands the danger of re-
formers’ funerals. In 1989, the death in April
of disgraced former Communist Party chief
Hu Yaobang propelled tens of thousands of
supporters, angered at the government’s
treatment of Hu, into Beijing’s Tiananmen
Square. They protested party corruption
and government nepotism. As weeks went
by and the crowd grew, the demands came
to include greater democracy. The protests
ended with the declaration of martial law
and the indelible image of tanks routing dem-
onstrators as one young man in the square
tried to stop them.

Zhao Ziyang, a former premier who in
1989 was the leader of the Communist
Party, supported the protesters. Weeks be-
fore tanks and troops crushed the rebellion,
Zhao went to Tiananmen to meet the demon-
strators, weepingly telling them, “We’ve
come too late, we’ve come too late.” It was
his last public appearance.

Monday, after nearly 16 years under
house arrest, Zhao died. The government,
afraid of stirring protests, censored foreign
broadcasts of his death, ordered that the
news be buried deep inside newspapers if
printed at all and insisted again Tuesday
that its actions in 1989 were correct. Police
fanned preventively into Tiananmen
Square. …

Although he failed to persuade party lead-
ers to match political reforms to economic
advances, there has been progress in open-
ing local party committees to discussion and
dissent. … If the Chinese can mobilize na-
scent grass-roots movements into a force
that demands a say in government, Zhao will
receive the honor he deserves.

Allies will recall Iraq timeline
Journal Star, Peoria, Ill.

Nearly two years into the war to rid Iraq
of its alleged “weapons of mass destruc-
tion,” the Bush administration officially
called off the search for them this month.
“Based on what we know today, the presi-
dent would have taken the same action (to in-
vade) because this is about protecting the
American people,” said White House Press
Secretary Scott McClellan.

“Protect them from what?” would be a fair
question, given that no such WMDs were
found and that the president made those
WMDs the primary justification for his deci-
sion to pre-emptively attack.

To be fair, Bush’s predecessor also be-
lieved Iraq had WMDs, and Saddam Hus-
sein did a pretty good job of pretending, too.
Beyond that, the American people have al-
ready issued their judgment. In November it
didn’t seem to matter much, at least to most
voters, that there had been no satisfactory
explanation for how a president could put so
many American lives at risk. …

Global opinion does matter, maybe not
today or tomorrow, but someday when we’re
staring down another potential menace —
perhaps one far more potent than Saddam —
and we ask for the world’s help. What kind
of “moral authority” will America have
then? It’s another fair question.

Scapegoat or not, Graner guilty
The Watertown (N.Y) Daily Times

Spc. Charles Graner, the alleged ringlead-
er of rogue guards at Abu Ghraib, has been
convicted on all 10 counts under five charg-
es: assault, conspiracy, maltreatment of de-
tainees, committing indecent acts and dere-
liction of duty. He was sentenced to 10 years
in military prison by a jury of four Army of-
ficers and six senior enlisted men.

Mr. Graner, 36, an Army reservist from
Pennsylvania, will be dishonorably dis-
charged after completing his sentence. He
has been demoted and ordered to forfeit all
pay and benefits.

The reservist … maintained he was just
following orders. He said intelligence agents
at the prison ordered the abuse of prisoners
to make them easier to interrogate.

So far, authorities have not uncovered a
wider network of abuse or found evidence to
validate Graner’s explanation that he is
being made a scapegoat. Four soldiers have
pleaded guilty in the case. Two other guards
are awaiting trial.

Bringing the offenders to justice shows
the world that the United States does not tol-
erate such misconduct. It is the right thing to
do and the right message to send.

‘Crossfire’ done, thank you
Chicago Tribune

In announcing the end of CNN’s
22-year-old high-decibel political slugfest
“Crossfire,” CNN/US President Jonathan
Klein said something quite unusual for a net-
work television executive: He had listened
to a critic.

Klein told a Washington Post writer that
he agreed with comedian Jon Stewart, who
famously used a “Crossfire” appearance last
fall to rip into the show for “partisan hack-
ery.”

“I think he made a good point about the
noise level of these types of shows, which
does nothing to illuminate the issues of the
day,” Klein said. …

Could this step away from TV’s
shout-show abyss portend a healthy swing to-
ward politeness? One can only hope. …

In an ABC News survey, 85 percent of re-
spondents said that the world would be bet-
ter if we said “please” and “thank you”
more. Now, that would seem to be stating the
obvious. … But there’s no doubt we could
stand to be more civil to one another. May
the demise of “Crossfire” mark the rise of
something good.

Don’t ignore Medicaid, Medicare
The Miami Herald

President Bush lost no time in pushing So-
cial Security reform to the top of his domes-
tic agenda for the second term. Unfortunate-
ly, his priorities are off the mark. America’s

healthcare system and the government’s
Medicaid and Medicare programs demand
far more attention, and more urgently. …

Medicaid programs, which serve 52 mil-
lion poor and disabled people, are being
squeezed financially due to rising health-
care costs and increased rolls as more Amer-
icans fall into poverty. The Medicare trust
fund, which covers major healthcare costs
for 42 million seniors, is projected to be-
come insolvent in 14 years.

Meanwhile, projections for Social Securi-
ty’s insolvency begin more than 20 years
later, beyond 2040.

President Bush’s campaign paints a pic-
ture of a Social Security system about to
melt down. Yet the real crisis today involves
the 45 million uninsured Americans, nearly
16 percent of the population, including some
eight million children. … Our priority
should be to have every American covered
by health insurance and control costs with
preventive care.

Even this ‘sacrifice fly’ helps
The Indianapolis Star

Under threat of government intervention,
not to mention scorn from fans, Major
League Baseball and its players’ union final-
ly stepped up to the plate and swung at a poli-
cy dealing with steroid abuse.

It wasn’t exactly a homer. A sacrifice fly
would be a better description. But consider-
ing the sham of a policy now governing the
sport, even a bunt would have been wel-
come.

The new policy mirrors one used in the
minor leagues, where players are tested
four times a year, with a 15-game suspen-
sion for the first positive test, a one-year ban
on the fourth violation, and a lifetime ban
from the minors for a subsequent positive re-
sult.

Baseball’s new rules leave a lot to be de-
sired. But perhaps younger athletes will get
the message that steroids and other drugs
aren’t the sole path to athletic advancement.

Public is meat of the matter
Yakima (Wash.) Herald-Republic

Canadian authorities confirmed … that an-
other animal in the western province of Al-
berta had tested positive, the second found
to have mad cow disease since U.S. officials
announced last month they would resume
the cattle trade with Canada in March.

Canadian officials also said that once
again no part of the cow has entered either
the human or animal food system. That’s an
important consideration.

Still, the announcement could add support
to U.S. cattlemen who have sued to block the
lifting of the ban on Canadian beef, saying al-
lowing the trade will hurt U.S. producers
and put consumers at risk.

On the other hand, beef packers, who
have had to pay more for cattle since the Ca-
nadian border closed, support reopening
trade. …

We’re confident government officials and
scientists are on top of this on both sides of
the border. But their main focus should be
on inspections and other methods to ensure
public health and safety in the food supply
and not be sidetracked by protectionist poli-
cies that tilt the dynamics of the market-
place.

Having a ball by buying access
The Times Herald-Record,

Middletown, N.Y.

President Bush spent much of [last] week
getting ready for Thursday. You could hard-
ly blame him.

With the inauguration for his second term
momentarily taking some attention away
from the war in Iraq, the president made sev-
eral public appearances. …

He told one interviewer that, since he’s
not running for president again, “maybe poli-
tics won’t creep in quite so fast.”

But then he also noted he had a “big agen-
da in mind.” … That agenda is the reason so
many large corporations have chipped in
$250,000 apiece and so many private donors
gave $100,000 apiece — sometimes more,
thanks to loose rules on these donations — to
pay for the inauguration events. If that’s not
political, what is? Wealthy individuals and
corporations are financing the parties, pa-
rades and balls as a way of saying thank you
and, by the way, don’t forget us when you
get back to work on this domestic agenda.

Last Sunday’s “What newspapers
are saying at home” page misidentified
the location of The Spokesman-Re-
view. It publishes in Spokane, Wash.

Correction

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.
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House of Mouse

Animaniacs

Ed, Edd n Eddy

Fillmore (EI)

Out There

Planet’s Funniest Animals

NBA Inside Stuff

Happy Days

Movie ((* “Beethoven’s
2nd” (1993, Comedy) Charles
Grodin, Bonnie Hunt.

Movie “Sabrina, Down Under”
(1999, Adventure) Melissa Joan
Hart, Tara Charendoff.

Doug (EI)

The Wild Thornberrys

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

Kratt Bros. Be the Creature
Mexican free-tail bats.

America’s Funniest Home
Videos

Gilmore Girls “Last Week
Fights, This Week Tights”

American Dreams “Stewart’s
Charge”

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “Fool for
Love”

(8:48) Movie (( “Mr. Nice
Guy” (1987, Comedy) Mike
MacDonald, Joe Silver.

Movie ((* “Con Air” (1997,
Suspense) Nicolas Cage, John
Cusack. Violent criminals hijack
a prison transport plane.

(:40) Movie ((( “Twins”
(1988, Comedy) Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Danny DeVi-
to. A genetically enhanced man
seeks his shortchanged twin.

(:02) Movie (( “28 Days”
(2000, Drama) Sandra Bullock.
A writer is forced to come to
terms with her addictions.

True Hollywood Story

Movie (( “The Wedding Plan-
ner” (2001) Jennifer Lopez. A
wedding planner has eyes for her
biggest client’s beau.

(8:58) Movie (( “Lethal
Weapon 4” (1998) Mel Gibson.
Detectives Riggs and Murtaugh
battle Chinese mercenaries.

Movie (( “Night of the
Creeps” (1986) Jason Lively.

Movie (( “Nancy Drew”
(2002, Mystery) Maggie Lawson,
Brett Cullen, Lauren Birkell.

SpongeBob SquarePants

MotorWeek

Ebert-Movies

Headline News

Air Force TV News

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Live)

SportsCenter

WWE Smackdown!

Andromeda A map leads to
the Abyss.

SportsCenter

Inside the NFL

Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football NFC Champi-
onship -- Atlanta Falcons at
Philadelphia Eagles. (Left in
Progress) (Live)

Andromeda A map leads to
the Abyss.

Headline News

ESPNews

Judging Amy “Tricks of the
Trade”

Movie (((( “American
Beauty” (1999) Kevin Spacey.
An unhappy husband rebels
against his stifling existence.

(:15) Headline News

Scrubs “My Sacrificial Clam”

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum

Access Hollywood

ESPNews

ESPNews

ESPNews

Sports Reporters

NFL Live

Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football NFC Champi-
onship -- Atlanta Falcons at
Philadelphia Eagles. (Live)

Headline News

America’s Black Forum

The Chris Matthews Show

Navy/Marine Corps News

Big Story Weekend Edition
With Rita Crosby

20/20

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

CBS News Sunday Morning

Face the Nation

Headline News

Navy/Marine Corps News

Late Edition Primetime

FOX News

FOX News

Meet the Press

FNS with Chris Wallace

College Basketball Teams to
Be Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

NBA Basketball Teams to Be
Announced. (Taped)

SportsCenter

College Gameday

SportsCenter

NFL Countdown

PBA Bowling Dallas Open.
From Dallas. (Same-day Tape)

Auto Racing Dakar Rally.
(Same-day Tape)

PGA Golf Buick Invitational --
Final Round. From Torrey Pines
Golf Club in La Jolla, Calif.
(Same-day Tape)

Latin Lifestyles

Urban Style

Fantasy Camp

Roker on the Road

Radical Sabbatical

All-American Festivals

The Suze Orman Show

Myth Busters “Barrel of Bricks”

The 1900 House

Navy SEALs Training: BUD/s
Class 234 Review boards.

JAG “To Walk on Wings”

The Best Of

Good Eats

My Wife and Kids

King of the Hill

Hope & Faith

All of Us

Last Comic Standing

NCIS “The Truth Is Out There”

Friends

Seinfeld

Mad TV

Andromeda A map leads to
the Abyss.

Headline News

ESPNews

Judging Amy “Tricks of the
Trade”

Movie ((( “Moulin Rouge”
(2001) Nicole Kidman. A writer
shares a bittersweet romance
with a nightclub diva.

(:15) Headline News

Scrubs “My Sacrificial Clam”

Meet the Press

America’s Black Forum

Access Hollywood

ESPNews

ESPNews

ESPNews

Sports Reporters

NFL Live

Fox NFL Sunday (Live)

NFL Football NFC Champi-
onship -- Atlanta Falcons at
Philadelphia Eagles. (Live)
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SpongeBob SquarePants

Rugrats

Kratt Bros. Be the Creature
Mexican free-tail bats.

America’s Funniest Home
Videos

Gilmore Girls “Last Week
Fights, This Week Tights”

American Dreams “Stewart’s
Charge”

Sesame Street (EI)

Barney & Friends (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Geography!”

Dragon Tales (EI)

Bob the Builder

The Wiggles “Work”

Dora the Explorer

Stanley

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Arthur (EI)

Reading Rainbow (EI)

Sagwa-Siamese Cat

Stanley

Dora the Explorer (EI)

The Wiggles “Travel”

Bob the Builder

Dragon Tales (EI)

Blue’s Clues “Blue’s School”

Barney & Friends Water. (EI)

Funniest Home Videos

Full House “Radio Days”

Pokémon

Yu-Gi-Oh! “Freeze Play”

Doug “Doug’s Big Panic” (EI)

The Wild Thornberrys

The Fairly OddParents

Rugrats

Lizzie McGuire

Taina “Abuelo Knows Best”

Smallville “Tempest”

Boy Meets World

Boy Meets World

The Cosby Show

Home Improvement

Touched by an Angel “The
Medium and the Message”

Movie “Night of the Creeps”

(:42) Movie (((* “The Ele-
phant Man” (1980, Drama)
John Hurt, Anthony Hopkins.
Based on the life of the mon-
strously deformed John Mer-
rick.
Movie (( “The Wedding Plan-
ner” (2001) Jennifer Lopez. A
wedding planner has eyes for her
biggest client’s beau.

(4:58) Movie (( “Lethal
Weapon 4” (1998) Mel Gibson.
Detectives Riggs and Murtaugh
battle Chinese mercenaries.

Meg Ryan Revealed Meg
Ryan.

Hollywood Backstories

Entertainment Tonight

Movie “Cloned” (1997, Sci-
ence Fiction) Elizabeth Perkins,
Alan Rosenberg.

(:43) Movie ((* “Notting
Hill” (1999, Romance) Julia
Roberts, Hugh Grant. A book-
seller and a movie star have an
unlikely romance.

Movie (( “Never Talk to
Strangers” (1995) Rebecca De
Mornay, Antonio Banderas.

(:44) Movie (( “U.S. Mar-
shals” (1998, Suspense) Tom-
my Lee Jones, Wesley Snipes.
Sam Gerard gets caught up in
another fugitive case.

Access Hollywood

Entertainment Tonight

Movie ((( “The Score”
(2001, Suspense) Robert De
Niro, Edward Norton, Marlon
Brando. A veteran safecracker
is lured into a final heist.

(:18) Movie ((* “Cruel In-
tentions” (1999) Sarah
Michelle Gellar, Ryan Phillippe.

Movie (((* “Serpico”
(1973, Drama) Al Pacino.

NFL Today Time tentative.

NFL Football AFC Champi-
onship -- New England Patriots
at Pittsburgh Steelers. (Live)

ESPNews

ESPNews

Meet the Press

Headline News

ESPNews

Play With Me Sesame

Bear in the Big Blue House

Little Bear

Wheel of Fortune

Dr. Phil

(9:46) Oprah Winfrey

(:35) Guiding Light

(:17) General Hospital

Headline News

Judge Judy

Today LeAnn Rimes.

Aladdin “Web of Fear”

ChalkZone (EI)

Mucha Lucha

Kim Possible (EI)

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

AFN Evening News

60 Minutes

Without a Trace “Moving On”

24 “Day 3: 10:00AM - 11:00AM”

Headline News

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show-Letterman

NFL Football: NFC Champ.

NFL Football AFC Champi-
onship -- New England Patriots
at Pittsburgh Steelers. (Live)

Headline News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Larry King Live

Mucha Lucha

Mary-Kate and Ashley

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

Advisory Block

60 Minutes

Without a Trace “Moving On”

24 “Day 3: 10:00AM - 11:00AM”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America

Tim Russert

People in the News

This Week

Dateline International

CNN Sunday Night

CNN Presents

Larry King Live

At Large With Geraldo Rivera

Fox Magazine

The Beltway Boys

Fox News Watch

Bulls and Bears

Cavuto on Business

Fox and Friends First

Dateline NBC

Fox and Friends

Fox and Friends

American Morning

CNN Live Today

FOX News

Dateline NBC

FOX News

Studio B With Shepard Smith

Your World With Neil Cavuto

Lester Holt Live

PGA Golf: Buick Invitational

ESPNews

Motorcycle Racing AMA/THQ
Supercross Series -- 125cc.

Motorcycle Racing AMA/THQ
Supercross Series -- 250cc.

Tennis Australian Open --
Round of 16. From Melbourne,
Australia. (Same-day Tape)

NFL Primetime

College Gamenight

SportsCenter

College Basketball North Car-
olina State at Maryland.
(Taped)

College Gamenight

SportsCenter

NFL Football NFC Champi-
onship -- Atlanta Falcons at
Philadelphia Eagles. (Taped)

NFL Primetime

SportsCenter

NFL Football AFC Champi-
onship -- New England Patriots
at Pittsburgh Steelers. (Taped)

1st & 10

NFL Primetime

Around the Horn

Pardon the Interruption

Austin City Limits “Dixie
Chicks”

Hope & Faith

All of Us

Last Comic Standing

NCIS “The Truth Is Out There”

Friends

Seinfeld

Breathingspace Yoga

Caribbean Workout

Body Shaping

TIPical Mary Ellen

The View

Emeril Live

30-Minute Meals

Paula’s Home Cooking

Designers’ Challenge

Fashion Emergency

Life Is Great-Brooke Burke

The King of Queens

That ’70s Show

Girlfriends

Charmed “Animal Pragmatism”

Ally McBeal “A Kick in the
Head”

Any Day Now “Quit Bein’ Such
a Scaredy Cat”

Third Watch “32 Bullets and a
Broken Heart”

Law & Order “Loco Parentis”

The Simpsons

Everybody Loves Raymond

The Dead Zone “Collision”

Law & Order “Star Crossed”

American Hot Rod “’32 Hi-Boy
Roadster 3”

Friends

Seinfeld “The Bris”

Seinfeld “The Puffy Shirt”

Blind Date

NFL Football: NFC Champ.

NFL Football AFC Champi-
onship -- New England Patriots
at Pittsburgh Steelers. (Live)

Headline News

Judge Judy

Access Hollywood

(:25) Guiding Light

(:13) General Hospital

Aladdin “Web of Fear”

ChalkZone (EI)

Mucha Lucha

Kim Possible (EI)

Jeopardy!

Headline News

ESPNews

AFN Evening News

60 Minutes

Without a Trace “Moving On”

24 “Day 3: 10:00AM - 11:00AM”

Pacific Report

The Tonight Show With Jay
Leno

Late Show With David Letter-
man

Access Hollywood

Headline News

The Late Late Show

Dennis Miller

Countdown With Keith Olber-
mann

Entertainment Studios.com

The Hot List

Headline News

Good Morning America
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Ben Stiller seems to have it all — acting/directing/writing career, wealth and a pretty wife, Christine Taylor.

Q
ABC’s “Lost” recently featured a haunting song as the
group split up. What was it? — Dolores Oliver, Water-

bury, Conn.

A
Willie Nelson’s “Are You Sure?” Its lyrics — about being
where you want to be — were a perfect fit for the survi-

vors as they decided whether to stay on the beach or move
inland. Incidentally, the popular series isn’t only making
tons of money for ABC; it’s also making stars of Evange-
line Lilly and Matthew Fox.

Q
Whatever happened to Nelson Rockefeller’s widow,
Happy? — Mary L. Kitchen, Decatur, Ga.

A
Happy Rockefeller (born Margaretta Fitler) is still
going strong at 78. She entertains in her sumptuous

Fifth Avenue apartment and makes the social scene
around New York. Happy attended Ronald Reagan’s funer-
al last year at the National Cathedral in Washington.

Reprinted by permission of Parade magazine. © 2004 Parade Publica-
tions, Inc. All rights reserved.

Q
In your view, who’ll be nominated this Tuesday for the
Oscar for Best Actress? — Kim Clark, South Bend, Ind.

A
We’d put Hilary Swank at the top of our list for her gutsy
performance as a boxer in “Million Dollar Baby.” Our

other front-runners: Annette Bening as an aging actress in
“Being Julia,” Imelda Staunton as a ’50s London abortion-
ist in “Vera Drake,” Kate Winslet as Jim Carrey’s free-spir-
ited girlfriend in “Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind”
and Catalina Sandino Moreno as a drug “mule” in “Maria
Full of Grace.”

Q
What led to
David Bowie’s

emergency heart
surgery last July?
And how is he
doing now? —
Jerry Mucha,
Shenandoah, Pa.

A
While on tour in
Germany, the

rock star sought
medical attention
for what he
thought was a
pinched nerve. In
fact, it was a
blocked artery re-
quiring angioplas-
ty. Bowie, 58, can-
celed his tour but
hopes to work
again this year.
Meanwhile, he
tells us, “reading
is high on my list, so it’s the comfy chair for me.”

Q
Is it true that Ted Koppel is retiring when his current
“Nightline” contract expires next December? — R.K.,

Washington

A
At 64, Koppel tells us he has no plans to retire. But it’s ru-
mored that the ABC brass would like to retire “Night-

line” — the show Koppel began 25 years ago — and replace
it with a higher-rated, late-night variety show to compete
with NBC’s Jay Leno and CBS’ David Letterman.

Q
A Chinese dinner is riding on this: I say Paul Newman
originated the role of Brick in Tennessee Williams’ “Cat

on a Hot Tin Roof” on Broadway. My friend says it was Ben
Gazzara. Who’s right? — T. Butler, Houston

A
You pour the duck sauce. Gazzara, 74, starred on Broad-
way in 1955 but lost the role to Newman for the 1958

film. “It broke my heart,” Gazzara writes in his new mem-
oir, “In the Moment: My Life as an Actor.” “What would
happen to me now?” He needn’t have worried: Gazzara has
since appeared in 67 feature films.

Q
Sharon Warren was great in “Ray” as the singer’s washer-
woman mom. Where did this talented newcomer come

from? — Russ Baker, Denver

A
From Alabama by way of Atlanta, where she was just
starting a stage career when she crashed the “Ray” audi-

tion and won the role. “I was given 12 emotionally driven
scenes with no time to prepare,” says Warren, 27. “Fortu-
nately, I’m comfortable with just diving into the reality of
the moment.” That reality now includes a role in “Glory
Road,” an upcoming sports flick. Could her life get any bet-
ter? Says Warren: “I’d like a partner to share it with.”

Q
I don’t get Ben Stiller. What’s the secret of his success?
— Frank Fleischer, Miami

A
Stiller, 39, is one of Hollywood’s shrewdest players. He
chooses projects that appeal to his young core audience.

He’s also a multiple threat as an actor (“Meet the Fock-
ers”), a writer and director (“Zoolander”) and a producer
(“DodgeBall” and “Starsky & Hutch”) whose company
just signed a three-year deal with DreamWorks to deliver
at least one film a year. Of course, it didn’t hurt that he in-
herited his parents’ comic genes. The rewards? Ben is mar-
ried to gorgeous actress Christine Taylor, 33, and is very
rich.

Q
I’m bothered by actresses like Emily Procter on “CSI:
Miami” who work a crime scene with long hair that would

contaminate the evidence. Why do producers allow it? —
Dalia Lemus, Orlando, Fla.

A
Because, on TV, catching murderers comes second to
using females with long tresses, tight sweaters and low

necklines to catch male viewers ages 18-49.

KRT photos

These ladies are strong contenders for the Oscar for Best Actress: From left, Hilary Swank, Imelda Staunton, Annette Bening, Catalina Sandino Moreno and Kate Winslet.

Want the facts? Opinions? Truth?WriteWalter Scott, Box 5001, Grand Central Station, NewYork, N.Y. 10163-5001. Full namewill be used unless otherwise requested. Volume ofmail makes personal replies impossible.

AP

David Bowie will be doing more

reading than rocking out for awhile.

SPECIAL TO STARS AND STRIPES
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A red-tailed hawk sits a top a

pogonip covered branch in Washoe

Valley, Nev.

Cooking controversy

OH
THOMPSON — A
high school princi-

pal promises he’s going to
give the living skills curricu-
lum an extreme makeover
after a student skinned and
cooked a guinea pig and a
rabbit during class.

The student, a
16-year-old boy, told the
principal, Beto Gage,
that he killed the ani-
mals at home before
bringing them to Ledgemont High
School. Gage said living skills
teacher Diana Stevens lets stu-
dents prepare a meal of their
choice on Wednesdays.

Students who didn’t want to
watch were allowed to go into an-
other room, Gage said.

The student had asked Stevens if
he could catch and cook a wild rab-
bit and she approved, provided he
gut the carcass before class, Gage
said. He said the student, whose
name was not released, is an active
hunter.

The animals, however, apparent-
ly were purchased at a pet store.

Musical research

NC
GREENSBORO — The Uni-
versity of North Carolina at

Greensboro has started a research
institute dedicated to increasing
the understanding of how music is
created by the human brain.

Researchers will look for in-
sights by studying music’s uses in
medicine, psychology and educa-
tion, among other fields.

Parish closing

NH
ROCHESTER — An Epis-
copal parish that lost most

of its worshippers after the diocese
elected an openly gay bishop an-
nounced it will close after Easter.
Remaining parishioners decided
to close the Church of the Redeem-
er, saying there aren’t enough wor-
shippers and the parish leaders
are overburdened.

The church has operated for
more than 100 years.

Coach must stop prayer

MI
AUGUSTA TOWNSHIP —
A Washtenaw County

school district ordered a high
school coach to stop leading his
wrestlers in prayer. The district is-
sued the order after the ACLU
threatened to sue unless Daren
Schaller stopped the prayers,
which came after practices and be-
fore meets.

The whole team participated in
the prayers, which the district said
were voluntary.

Penmanship for doctors

MT
HELENA — The state
House Judiciary Commit-

tee endorsed a bill calling for sanc-
tions against doctors if a licensed
pharmacist can’t read the prescrip-
tions they write. Under the legisla-
tion, repeat offenses could lead to a
fine of up to $500.

The bill now goes to the full
House for debate.

Costco sells Picasso

WA
SEATTLE — Costco shop-
pers were offered an on-

line deal this month — an original
Picasso.

The crayon-on-paper drawing of
a face signed and dated by Pablo
Picasso was listed for $39,999.99

on the retailer’s Web site Jan. 12. It
sold Wednesday, said Jim Sinegal,
Costco’s chief executive, who
would not identify the buyer.

The Issaquah-based discount re-
tailing giant may be better known
for bulk chicken and cases of soda,
but the Costco.com site features an
eclectic mix of items, from caskets
to computers to sports equipment.

Art dealer Jim Tutwiler, who
sold the Picasso, has been selling
art through Costco for the past de-
cade. He said Costco’s markup is
one-tenth that of traditional galler-
ies.

Death settlement

IN
BLOOMINGTON — The
family of a man who died

after a jailer shocked him with a
stun gun has reached a $500,000
settlement over his death.

James Borden, 47, died in No-
vember 2003 at Monroe County
Jail, where Lawrence County po-
lice had brought him for violation
of a home detention order. Jail re-
ports said Borden was “uncoopera-
tive,” prompting jailer David Shaw
to shock him six times with the
stun gun.

Lawrence and Monroe counties
agreed to the settlement but did
not admit liability in Borden’s
death.

The settlement does not include
Taser International Inc., the Scotts-
dale, Ariz.-based maker of the stun
gun.

A coroner ruled Borden’s cause
of death as a heart attack brought

on by an existing
heart condition, drug
intoxication and elec-

trical shock.

Poison plan

FL
FORT LAUDER-

DALE — A woman
received a 20-year prison

sentence Thursday for put-
ting rat poison in her boss’
soda to cover up the fact that
she was stealing his money.

Femesha Foster, 37, was
found guilty Jan. 5 of poisoning for
dropping the toxic mix into optome-
trist Mark Caruso’s drink in 2000.
Caruso realized the drink tasted
funny and drove himself to an
emergency room, where he was
treated and released.

Foster, who worked as a techni-
cian for Caruso at a Wal-Mart, said
she had discovered that her boss
knew she had written checks from
his account. Foster said she was
not trying to kill him, but only send
him home sick so she could have
time to cover her tracks.

Foster’s lawyer, William Lanp-
hear, said he would appeal the ver-
dict and sentence. He had argued
Foster was innocent because there
wasn’t enough rat poison in the
soda to do Caruso harm.

Foster is almost at the end of a
five-year prison sentence for
grand theft in the case.

Polite robber

MN
MILWAUKEE — Some-
times saying please just

doesn’t work.
A man trying to rob Marine

Land Pets got locked inside the pet
store because of some fast action
on the part of two clerks. The sis-
ters, Wendy and Crystal York, trig-
gered alarms that notified police
and locked the store’s front door.

The man can be heard on the
store’s security tape demanding
that the clerk’s open the door, only
to hear them say, “We can’t.”

Then he asks again, “Open the
door, ma’am. Please open the
door.”

He finally found his way out a
back door and fled. Police were
looking for him.

Scalding reaction

MA
BOSTON — A Boston park-
ing meter attendant suf-

fered first-and second-degree
burns on her face and upper torso
after a man angry over the $55 tick-
et she gave him allegedly threw
hot coffee at her.

Christi Noviello, 44, was walking
her beat in the Back Bay at about
8:30 on Thursday morning when
she saw a Hummer parked in a
loading zone with a woman in the
passenger seat.

She gave the woman a chance to
move the vehicle before writing a
$55 ticket and slipping it under a
windshield wiper.

“I am a nice meter maid,” Noviel-
lo told the Boston Herald.

“As a courtesy, I gave the lady a
chance to move, but she pointed at
the Starbucks and refused.”

The driver, Francois Youhanna,
came out of the coffee shop en-
raged, Noviello said.

“He had a venti-sized cup of
black coffee in his hand and he
flung it right in my face.”

Youhanna was arrested and
charged with assault and battery
with a deadly weapon, hot coffee.

Spencer Hill, left and Bridget Deery,

both students at Notre Dame High

School in Burlington, Iowa, take part in a pie-eating contest in the

school’s cafeteria.

Adam Wootton, 4, plays baseball

with his aunt and grandmother as

the sun goes down at Civitan Park in Farmington, N.M.

Icy perch

It’s as easy as pie

Jaden Silva 2, leads his animal in the

pee wee division of the lamb light-

weight medium wool class at the Cameron County Fair Grounds in San

Benito, Texas.

Sunset baseball

Sweet little lambs
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Brandon Knox, 17, of Omaha, Neb.,

jumps a hill at Mt. Crescent Ski Area in

Crescent, Iowa.

Quarry crash

ME
ROCKLAND — A vehicle
skidded off a cliff and

plunged into an ice-covered quar-
ry, but divers will wait until spring
to recover the body of the driver.

A passing driver saw the acci-
dent, which happened Thursday
morning near the Limerock
Street-Old County Road intersec-
tion. The witness told police she
saw a dark-colored Chevy Blazer
go over a stone barrier at the side
of the road and fall into the
city-owned quarry.

Rockland police Sgt. Jeff
McLaughlin said snowy weather,
road conditions and speed proba-
bly contributed to the accident.

Cockfight extortion

SC
COLUMBIA — A former
state official pleaded guilty

to extortion charges Thursday and
admitted taking a $10,000 bribe
protect a cockfighting organization
from legal trouble.

Suspended South Carolina Agri-
culture Commissioner Charles
Sharpe was accused of accepting
the payoff from an organization in-
volved in breeding and raising
birds for cockfighting, which is ille-
gal in the state.

He used the money to pay off a
debt from his 2002 campaign for
commissioner, prosecutor Mark
Moore said. Sharpe also pleaded
guilty to lying to a federal officer.

“I am truly sorry for my error in
judgment and ask for forgiveness,”
Sharpe told the court.

Alarming problem

CA
FREMONT — Burdened
by thousands of false

alarms, police in Fremont will be-
come the first in California to stop
responding to burglar alarms un-
less there is a confirmed break-in
or security breach.

The new policy, effective Feb.
18, will allow police to handle
more urgent calls and save the city
about $600, 000 a year in staff time
and equipment costs, Fremont Po-
lice Chief Craig Steckler said.

“I’m going to get out of the alarm
business,” Steckler said. “I was
never asked permission to get into
it.”

Under the policy, police won’t re-
spond to burglar alarms unless a
resident, property owner or alarm
company employee can show evi-
dence that a crime occurred, such
as glass breakage or seeing a suspi-
cious person. Officers, however,
will still respond to panic, duress
and robbery alarms.

Costly surgery error

NY
NEW YORK — A hospital
and the New York Rangers’

hockey team doctor Thursday
were ordered to pay $450,000 to a
dance director and choreographer
who had surgery on the wrong
knee.

Douglas Hall, 43, went to St. Vin-
cent’s Hospital in November 2001
for arthroscopic surgery on his
right knee. Despite marking the
right knee with an “X,” Dr. An-
drew Feldman operated on the left
knee.

Feldman, described on St. Vin-
cent’s Web site as the head team
physician for the Rangers, admit-
ted an error occurred; the parties
disagreed on how it happened.

An otter nuisance

OH
COLUMBUS — The wily
and playful river otter was

once on the verge of extinction in
Ohio. Now they’re thriving — and
causing so much damage that wild-
life officials are considering allow-
ing hunters to trap them.

It’s a situation other states have
had with other animals. In Florida
and New Jersey, it’s the black
bear. The Rockies and Alaska have
the gray wolf. Nearly everywhere
else, it’s the white-tailed deer and
Canada goose.

The otter’s numbers have soared
in just two decades — from 123 to
about 4,300 — and Ohio wildlife of-
ficials are proposing a permit-only
two-month trapping season. The
Ohio Wildlife Council will vote on
the proposal in April.

Turtles on the decline

FL
DAYTONA BEACH — En-
dangered loggerhead tur-

tles along Florida beaches are in se-
rious and rapid decline, but last
year’s four hurricanes are proba-
bly not to blame, experts said.

According to the Archie Carr Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, a 20-mile
stretch on Florida’s east coast from
Melbourne Beach to Wabasso
Beach, the number of loggerhead
nests have dropped steadily since
1998, from 18,000 nests to approxi-
mately 8,000.

Loggerhead nesting activity is in-
consistent from year to year.

There are high and low cycles
that last a few years each and are
considered normal. But after six
years of lows, experts said some-
thing might be wrong.

Puppy sparks fight

NY
NEW YORK — A Bronx
teenager fatally stabbed a

20-year-old man and wounded a
teenage girl in a fight over a pit
bull puppy, police said.

Samuel Encarnacion, 18, was ar-
rested on murder and assault
charges in the incident, which hap-
pened at about 2:45 a.m. Thursday
inside a Bronx apartment.

Encarnacion allegedly became
violent when his girlfriend,
Ophelia Torres, 16, and her cousin,
Johnny Torres, refused to let him
play with or help train the puppy,
police said.

Charitable nudity

CA
STANFORD — More than
a dozen Stanford Universi-

ty freshmen have put together an
eye-catching calendar, inspired by
southern Asia tsunami victims and
naked Maine lobster fishermen.

The calendar, which has already
sold 70 copies and no doubt will
sell hundreds more, features 14 stu-
dents from Larkin Hall, a fresh-
man dormitory. All are naked, but
strategically so.

“You can’t see anything,” said
Pam Geist, one of three Larkin stu-
dents who created the calendar,
which will raise funds for Save the
Children. “Everything is blocked.”

Geist is topless in the April
photo, but her long hair and a dis-
creet camera angle make sure she
is revealing nothing more than a
liberal halter top would.

Co-creators Joel Lewenstein and
Andrew Burmon are the August
models, with both holding cameras
in strategic places. One camera
has a telephoto lens.

Stories and photos from wire reports

Chad Sommers, left, of New Orleans, and Donald Bratton of Ocean Springs,

Miss., both students at The University of Southern Mississippi, put on a fenc-

ing demonstration on the Hattiesburg, Miss., campus.

Montana State University-Northern

student Dan Stratton welds togeth-

er a spark tester during welding

certification class at MSU-North-

ern, Havre, Mont.

Dawn breaks over the midtown Manhattan skyline, with the Empire State

Building center right, on Saturday.

Too hot to handle

Before the storm

Making a point

Catching air
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BY GARY ROTSTEIN

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Significant numbers of older adults
admit betting more money than they can af-
ford to lose or wagering sums above $100,
a new study reports in warning about elder-
ly gambling.

Researchers from the University of
Pennsylvania and Penn State College of
Medicine did not find that older adults nec-
essarily gamble more than the rest of the
population. They suggested, however, that
a rate similar to younger adults poses more
risks because of the higher percentage of
seniors on fixed incomes, with mental im-
pairments, or with health-care needs that
could be sacrificed to invest in gambling.

The study, published Wednesday in the
American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry,
found that of 843 Philadelphia-area resi-
dents 65 and older, 70 percent had gam-
bled in the past year on lottery tickets,
bingo, Atlantic City casinos or other op-
tions.

About 4 percent of those interviewed ad-
mitted betting more than they could afford
to lose. Nearly 8 percent, including some of
the latter group, had risked at least $100 on
a single wager. The researchers grouped
those two categories together into an
“at-risk” population representing about
one of every nine survey participants.

“I didn’t think it was going to be this
much,” said Dr. David Oslin, lead author
and an assistant professor and geriatrician
at the University of Pennsylvania. “I would
have thought it would be lower in older
adults because not too many people come
to me talking about their gambling.”

The study’s release comes four months

after the gambling industry gained some fa-
vorable publicity in a Yale University report
that showed older recreational gamblers to
be healthier than their non-gambling peers.

One common interpretation of that data
was that someone in a bingo hall or casino
was more likely to be active and healthy to
begin with, rather than receiving any
cause-and-effect benefit from gambling.
Some researchers allow that social benefits
can come from gambling as a group within a
population that’s sometimes isolated.

The casino industry’s American Gaming
Association and some organizations that
focus on problem gambling said it was hard
to react to the new study because they hadn’t
yet seen it. Some in the field agreed, howev-
er, that attention needs to be focused on the
elderly because of the increasing prevalence
of gambling opportunities.

“It definitely should be studied because
[the older population] does have a large num-
ber of people with time on their hands ... and
it’s really good to keep an eye on vulnerable
populations,” said Christine Reilly, executive
director of Harvard Medical School’s Insti-
tute for Research on Pathological Gambling
and Related Disorders.

In the Penn-Penn State College of Medi-
cine study, more than three-fourths of the
gamblers were lottery players and more than
half visited casinos or played machines such
as illegal video poker.

Oslin said his worst fear as a geriatrician is
that some people lose money gambling that
they normally depend on for medications
and other health care.

“This confirms to us it’s probably some-
thing we need to pay attention to,” Oslin said.
“Now we’re justified in going ahead with that
groundwork, seeing if patients are making
those trade-offs.”

BY ANDREA COOMBES

CBS MarketWatch

SAN FRANCISCO — Want to stand
out from other job seekers? An online
profile may be one way to do that.

These days, you can send a link to
your online profile in an e-mail to pro-
spective employers. Ziggs.com, a compa-
ny that launched in October, offers on-
line profiles for $25 a year, with the first
year free.

“The online profile gives so much
[more information than] the résumé. It’s
a great point of differentiation,” said
Tim DeMello, chief executive at Ziggs.

The profile you create includes a snap-
shot page complete with photo and quick
introduction, a more detailed biography
and a faux interview, where the appli-
cant decides which questions to answer.

Unlike networking sites such as Linke-
dIn and Ryze, Ziggs’ profiles also are a
means to maintain a semblance of con-
trol over one’s online “brand.”

For $50 a year (on top of the $25), the
company will ensure your profile tops
the list of sponsored searches when any-
one searches your name using a major
Internet search engine such as Google
or Yahoo.

“Your name being in search listings is
important and the information attached
to it is important,” DeMello said. Employ-
ers are “going to look at that, even before
they invite you in for an interview.

“The way Ziggs got started is I found
out that, out of 100 random search-en-
gine queries, about 5 out of 10 are prop-
er names,” he said.

“They’re looking for us and we need
to make sure we are presented right.”

Some job seekers have no online pres-
ence to worry about, but even those who
do should consider this: Employers con-
ducting online searches may be more in-
terested in finding information that
you’re not about to reveal in a profile.

“We’ve had instances where we were
ready to hire and a Google search re-
vealed [this lawyer] had been released
from jail a year earlier,” said Ira Halp-
erin, co-head of the corporate practice

unit at Meltzer, Lippe, Goldstein & Breit-
stone, a business law firm based in Mine-
ola, N.Y.

“That was not on his résumé,” Halp-
erin said, adding that the company con-
ducts Internet searches on every poten-
tial employee, from janitor to lawyer.

For Halperin, an online profile makes
little sense from a hiring perspective.
Since the profile is written by the appli-
cant, “obviously it’s going to be filtered.”

Internet searches “are a free opportu-
nity to do some checking that takes mini-
mal effort,” he said. “I have a sense that
it is common not only among law firms
but anyone who’s hiring these days.”

Some note that those posting online pro-
files should avoid adding photos. “Recruit-
ers do not want to see the ethnic back-
ground of an individual prior to the inter-
view,” said Mark Mehler, co-author of Ca-
reerXroads, a directory of job sites. “They
could be accused of discrimination.”

Whether or not you decide an online
profile is worth your money, there’s no
doubt you’ll still need a résumé.

“Most hiring managers still want to
see a very pristine, clean, good-looking
résumé,” Mehler said. “It’s not going
away.”

Given that the résumé remains a pow-
erful force in hiring, consider avoiding
these all-too-common mistakes:

� Avoid jargon, and generalities. “Put
results on your resume, the ways you’ve
made a concrete difference,” said An-
drea Kay, a career consultant and au-
thor of “Greener Pastures: How to find a
job in another place.”

� Stick to relevant information. “The
biggest mistake that I see is people put
too much information on there that
doesn’t resonate” with hiring managers,
said Jennifer Johnson, director of re-
cruitment at Wisnik Career Enterprises,
in New York.

� Don’t rely on e-mail alone. “Some
company networks are flat-out deleting
e-mails that have attachments,” said
Kevin Donlin, president of Guaranteed
Resumes, based in Edina, Minn. This
“gives you a perfect excuse to call the
employer.”

Gambling seniors need to
remember fixed incomes

Is this on sale?

AP

Shoppers are shown at the Atlantic City Outlets-The Walk in Atlantic City, N.J., last week.

Atlantic City, known more for its gambling than for its shopping, is a vacation spot for

betting senior citizens, says a study that warns about elderly gambling.

New online tools
help job hunters

AP

Ray Grover sits in a new Lexus while shopping for cars at Lexus of Serramonte in

Colma, Calif., on Jan. 13. At right is salesperson Margo Alexander. Retail sales, helped

by sizzling activity in auto showrooms, jumped by 1.2 percent in December, providing

a solid finish to a year in which sales climbed at the fastest pace since 1999.
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CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Many retail
stores conduct an inventory after
the holidays, and it’s also the per-
fect time for individuals to take
stock of their own possessions.

A home inventory lists all
your personal possessions, as
well as their estimated value.
Such a compendium can be vital
when it comes to emergencies
and being adequately insured,
reports the Insurance Informa-
tion Institute, which dissemi-
nates insurance information to
the public.

Should your home be dam-
aged in a natural disaster or
other emergency, you’ll be able
to attach a dollar amount to the
ruined items. If your home is
burglarized, you will have docu-
mentation of what went missing.
Having a home inventory also
can speed your insurance claim
and ensure that you have
enough coverage to replace your
possessions.

Here are some things you
might list:

� Attic/Basement: Storage
trunks, luggage, holiday decora-
tions, exercise equipment

� Bathroom: Cosmetics, medi-
cines, scale, towels

� Bedroom: Bed, mattress,
jewelry, clocks, paintings, furni-
ture, clothing

� Living room: TV, stereo
equipment, CDs, piano

� Home office: Computer, an-
swering machine, files, books

� Laundry room: Clothes
washer/dryer, iron, cleaning sup-
plies

� Outside: Patio furniture,
grill, decorations

� Garage/Shed: Lawnmower,
tools, bicycles

� Dining room/Kitchen:
China, silverware, food, kitchen
appliances, pots/pans

Remember to list the relatively
little things, like toys, DVDs and
books. Though they might not be
worth much individually, think
about what it would cost you to re-
place them all! You might supple-
ment your list with photos or a
videotaped walk-through of your
home. Hold onto the receipts for
any big purchases. Be sure to
keep the inventory and any sup-
plemental materials in a safe
place — such as a fireproof metal
box or with other important per-
sonal and financial papers.

Q: I’m 21 and thinking about buying my
first home. How much house can I afford to
buy, and is it OK to bid less than what the sell-
er is asking?

A: You have actually asked two of the more
difficult questions to answer when it comes to
real estate.

Many people believe there are strict formu-
las that determine how much they can borrow
for a home. In reality, lenders have loosened
their standards considerably in recent years,
and some borrowers may find — much to
their later sorrow — that they can get a much
bigger mortgage than they can comfortably
repay.

A good rule of thumb is to keep your total
housing costs — including mortgage, taxes
and insurance — to about 25 percent of your
gross income. That way, you’ll have enough
money for other goals, such as retirement sav-
ings and vacations.

You can stretch a bit more if you expect
your income to rise considerably within a few
years or if you have no other debt. But you
might want to be even more conservative if
your income is uncertain or your debt load is
particularly heavy.

Once you have a target monthly payment,
you can play with the online mortgage afford-
ability calculators offered by companies in-
cluding Bankrate Inc. and E-Loan Inc. to see
how much house that will buy.

As far as how much to bid, you might consid-
er consulting an experienced real estate or
buyer’s agent who is well-versed in the neigh-

borhoods you’re targeting for your house hunt.
There are no hard-and-fast rules. Some sell-

ers overprice their homes; others set the price
too low, hoping to set off bidding wars. A
smart agent can help you figure out which is
which and coach you on the best bid-
ding strategies for your market.

Q: I was confused about a state-
ment you made regarding penalties
on withdrawals from 529 college sav-
ings plans. You mentioned a 10 per-
cent penalty on withdrawals that
aren’t used for qualified education
expenses but didn’t say whether the
penalty applies to the entire with-
drawal or just the earnings.

If it’s just the earnings, why
should I care about the penalty?
Even if I don’t use the money for edu-
cation, I’d still be ahead because the
money had a chance to grow tax-de-
ferred.

A: That would be a heck of a loophole,
wouldn’t it? But, alas, it doesn’t exist.

It’s true that only the earnings in your 529
are subject to the penalty, not your original
contributions. But you’ll also have to pay regu-
lar income taxes on any gains that you with-
draw.

The combination of taxes and penalties ef-
fectively eliminates the 529 as a tax shelter
for most folks unless the money is used for
education — or unless they’re in a much
lower tax bracket when they withdraw the
money than they were during the years in

which the gains were accrued.
Dear Liz: I want to disagree with you over

your recent advice about buying cars for
kids.

I was extremely depressed during my se-
nior year of high school for many rea-
sons, but a big part of it was that I
couldn’t drive because of our finan-
cial situation. My mom had other
bills to pay, and my paychecks
weren’t big enough to cover the insur-
ance.

I really don’t think you grown-ups
know how it feels to wait for rides,
walk home past the young sopho-
mores that drive and have people
look down on you. All I can say is that
when I have kids, I will do anything
to make sure they have a car.

A: No, you probably won’t — be-
cause someday you’ll be the

grown-up and you’ll realize what a service
your mother did for you by not buying you
something your family couldn’t afford.

You also will learn, with any luck, that how
you react to circumstances is a lot more impor-
tant than the circumstances themselves.

By the way, many of us grown-ups know ex-
actly how it feels to wait for rides, and we sur-
vived just fine.

Liz Pulliam Weston is the author of “Your Credit Score:
How to Fix, Improve and Protect the 3-Digit Number
That Shapes Your Financial Future.” Questions for
Money Talk can be submitted to her at 3940 Laurel
Canyon Blvd., No. 238, Studio City, CA 91604, or via her
Web site, www.lizweston.com. She regrets that she
cannot respond personally to queries.

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs (Jan. 24) ........................ $1.3312
Dollar buys (Jan. 24) ........................ €0.7512
British pound (Jan. 24) ........................ $1.92
Japanese yen (Jan. 24) ..................... 100.00
South Korean won (Jan. 22) ......... 1,011.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) .................................... 0.377
British pound .................................... $1.8797
Canada (Dollar) ................................. 1.2211
Denmark (Krone) ............................... 5.7337
Egypt (Pound) .................................... 5.9549
Euro ....................................... $1.3051/0.7662
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................ 7.7981
Hungary (Forint) ................................ 190.26
Iceland (Krona) .................................. 62.645
Israel (Shekel) .................................... 4.3706
Japan (Yen) ........................................ 102.67
Kuwait (Dinar) ...................................... 0.292
Norway (Krone) ................................. 6.3198
Philippines (Peso) ................................ 55.54
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ......................... 3.7503
Singapore (Dollar) ............................ 1.6332
South Korea (Won) ........................ 1,038.00
Switzerland (Franc) ........................... 1.1846
Thailand (Baht) .................................... 38.61
Turkey (New Lira) ............................. 1.4045

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
New York Merc close

Gold ................................................... $426.70
Silver ................................................... $6.797

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.25
Discount rate ......................................... 3.25
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.25
3-month bill ............................................ 2.35
30-year bond .......................................... 4.65
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America

Mortgage shouldn’t lead to debt

Money Talk

Liz Pulliam Weston

Inventory your home

YOUR MONEY

New Outlook program

REDMOND, Wash. — Mi-
crosoft Corp. will begin selling its
Outlook e-mail program as a sub-
scription to Hotmail customers,
in a bid to persuade people to pay
for add-on services and better
compete with rivals such as Goo-
gle Inc. and Yahoo Inc.

The new service, which costs
$59.95 per year, will let people or-
ganize e-mail, contact lists and
calendars in their online Hotmail
accounts using the Microsoft Out-
look program most often found
on businesses’ desktop comput-
ers.

Ted Schadler, principal analyst
with Forrester Research, said
Redmond-based Microsoft is
smart to take advantage of a popu-
lar core product — Outlook — to
help make Hotmail more attrac-
tive to sophisticated users. But he
noted that there are many free
programs that do similar things,
and questioned whether the price
will be too high to garner much in-
terest.

“That feels pretty steep to me,”
he said.

The move comes as Microsoft’s
competitors also appear to be
looking for ways to help people
better organize and manage their
growing e-mail inboxes.

From The Associated Press

FRIDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,392.99 -78.48 -.75 -3.62 -1.66
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,471.17 -42.25 -1.20 -8.61 +12.96

337.79 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 331.70 -1.11 -.33 -.97 +22.27
7,273.18 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 6,996.56 -13.91 -.20 -3.50 +5.58
1,437.46 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,414.58 +8.82 +.63 -1.38 +15.92
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,034.27 -11.61 -.57 -6.49 -4.22
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,167.87 -7.54 -.64 -3.63 +2.31

666.99 548.29 S&P MidCap 633.74 -3.53 -.55 -4.46 +5.83
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 611.08 -1.26 -.21 -6.21 +2.51

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,507.29 -61.78 -.53 -3.87 +3.14

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 16 65.39 +.05 ...
Armor Holdings ... 28 42.07 -1.23 -10.5
Boeing 1.00 15 50.07 -.83 -3.3
Computer Sciences ... 17 51.50 -.90 -8.6
Engineered Sup Sys .07 20 55.61 -1.33 -6.1
General Dynamics 1.44 17 100.51 -.39 -3.9
General Electric .88 23 35.13 -.24 -3.8
Halliburton .50 ... 41.80 +.01 +6.5
Harris Corp. .48 25 54.11 -.83 -12.4
Allied Signal .83 21 34.99 -.18 -1.2
L-3 Communications .40 21 69.60 -.07 -5.0
Lockheed Martin 1.00 20 54.75 -.25 -1.4
NorthrpG s .92 18 51.51 +.14 -5.2
Raytheon .80 42 36.76 -.14 -5.3
Rockwell Intl. .66 25 53.38 -1.35 +7.7
Sequa Corp. ... 34 56.70 +.40 -7.3
Texas Instruments .10 20 21.03 -.35 -14.6
Textron Inc. 1.40 30 69.25 -1.01 -6.2
United Technologies 1.40 19 100.08 +.30 -3.2

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Lucent 605475 3.27 -.01
Pfizer 357076 24.48 -.50
GenElec 276959 35.13 -.24
Celanese n 221278 16.00 ...
NortelN lf 192902 3.16 +.04
Citigrp 184100 47.93 +.16
NokiaCp 179512 14.14 +.04
Motorola 174837 15.63 -.14
EMC Cp 166154 13.09 -.07
CablvsnNY 160365 28.84 +3.36

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 610269 116.78 -.72
SemiHTr 272132 30.22 -.43
iShRs2000 109799 121.56 -.28
iShJapan 78304 10.59 +.11
DJIA Diam 76170 103.84 -.78
CanArgo n 66015 1.36 +.14
SP Engy 43518 36.40 +.08
SP Fncl 41049 29.54 -.15
WheatR g 34868 3.28 +.14
OilSvHT 33123 86.85 +.13

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 1129275 37.05 -.30
SiriusS 918862 5.83 +.29
Intel 785176 22.42 -.16
Microsoft 734321 25.65 -.21
ApldMatl 592789 15.59 -.32
Cisco 556929 18.01 -.31
SunMicro 500749 4.17 -.07
eBay 477044 86.05 +2.72
Oracle 404725 13.31 +.03
Aastrom 325295 4.00 +.10

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.03 -.21 -3.1
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 52.77 -.55 -5.9
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.19 -.19 -4.4
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 41.33 -.26 -3.6
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 18.75 -.13 -3.4
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 15.93 -.04 -1.7
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 32.69 -.13 -4.3
AIM Investments A: Const p 21.83 -.17 -4.4
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.17 +.01 +.5
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 33.79 +.13 -4.5
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.30 -.22 -4.1
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 27.33 -.18 -3.3
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.14 -.15 -3.5
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.15 -.04 -3.6
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.40 -.07 -3.2
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.55 -.11 -3.8
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI 26.22 -.08 -1.8
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 42.61 +.24 -3.7
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 16.96 +.06 -4.5
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 14.85 -.06 -6.6
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.07 +.02 +.5
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg 10.31 +.01 +.6
Scudder Funds S: Devel 18.96 -.09 -2.7
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA px 13.04 -.02 -1.1

Sunday, January 23, 2005 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 25



Mother Moon is in Cancer, her

native home. This and other astro-

logical aspects could inspire you to

call your own mother or honor her

in some way. Any unresolved

issues around the idea of mother

now get another, hopefully more
compassionate, look. It

also becomes important

that domestic life mirror life

outside the home and life

internal.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY

(January 23). The world

wants you to succeed this

year. The more you can

see this, the better loved

you feel and the more

confident you are as a

result. Believing the best

about human nature is
your key to success. Attention to

detail attracts the interest of

wealthy business partners! It’s

wonderful when someone invests

in you. Love signs are Pisces and

Taurus.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).

You wake up focused. From the

first rays of sun to the whir of the

coffee grinder, every sight and

sound reminds you of the one with

whom you’re trying to connect. By

sundown, you’ll succeed.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).

The picture of love you paint in

your mind may be unrealistic, but it

sure is a beautiful thing to gaze

upon. Seldom do you indulge

yourself in non-reality for as long as

you will today.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). It’s

all about casting. The right people

around you will keep the doldrums

from setting in. Create social oppor-

tunities so you can revel in the

sweet exclamations of lighthearted

friends.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).

Whatever you take on, do it without

a doubt because hesitation is the

enemy now and second-guessing

causes only problems. Let your

well-honed instinct carry you to-

ward the smart people who can

help you succeed.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). It’s not

the last time you’ll have one of

those long, arduous conversations

with an emotionally ailing friend,

but it may be the first time this

person follows your advice. Take a

photo. You’ll want to remember

this.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

Others would be wise to add you to
their team, invite you to

their party or, even better,

propose to you. Your

mental clarity (amidst

bedlam) helps you pre-

vent a mistake from hap-

pening.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct.

23). The thing about

magic is, there will always

be a certain percentage of

the public that can’t sus-

pend its disbelief because

it is too bent on figuring
out the “trick.” Today, you’ll win
over even those skeptics.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Be open-minded. If your sign mate
Nelly can have a hit song with
country artist Tim McGraw, you,
too, can find a way to work with the
Taurus in your life — and maybe
even make some money together.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.

21). No, you’re not imagining
things. There’s real chemistry
between you and that quirky some-
one. Don’t even think about what
your next move might be. Things
unfold in an inevitable fashion.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). When it’s not working, simply
back off. Once you release the

need to prove your point, you’ll
experience happiness. An empha-
sis on listening and receiving will
allow you to accomplish much with
very little effort.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
When you can’t afford something,
don’t rationalize that you didn’t
need it in the first place. Instead,

put your air-sign ingenuity to practi-
cal use, and figure out another way
to get what you want.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Ease up on your expectations of a
new project. Like cakes on the
griddle, the first one usually doesn’t
turn out so great. Toss it, and try
again. You’ll soon get to something

golden.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: My father is

upset with me and my sister-
in-law because we don’t ask his
wife “Clarice” — who is a hair-
dresser — to cut, color or style
our hair.

Clarice primarily services
middle-aged and older females,
who usually request haircuts and
styles far different from what we
want as young women.

She does a great job
as a stylist on that partic-
ular kind of client, but
we’re less confident in
her skills with trendier
styles and colors — not
because she’s incapable,
but because you become
expert at what you do
every day.

We have never dis-
cussed our feelings with
Clarice; for years, we
just got our hair done
elsewhere. Dad recently
let us know that our choice of

stylists has hurt his wife’s feel-

ings.

We all love Clarice dearly and

have a good relationship with her

otherwise. Do we have a family

obligation to use her services?

How should this be addressed?

— Feeling Trapped in Georgia

Dear Feeling Trapped: It was

wrong of your father to put you

on the spot, but now that he has,

you must talk to Clarice. Many

women would rather curl up and

“dye” than change hairdressers.

Since you have a long-standing
relationship with yours, explain
that to Clarice.

However, please keep in mind
that a good hairdresser is more
than a one-trick pony.

Dear Abby: I have a big deci-

sion to make and I need your
help. I am from New York but I
have lived in Virginia for 10

years. I moved after I
got divorced and took
my two boys with me.

I went home to New
York for the holidays
and now would like to
move back because my
parents and grandmoth-
er are getting old. I am
44; my boys are 19 and
21. The problem is, they
don’t want to go.

I have no life because
all I do is take care of
my boys. I make good

money but I have nothing to
show for it because of them.
They use me. Both of them live
with me and neither one helps
with the bills. They both earn as
much money as I do, but I am
always sacrificing myself to give
them money.

I can’t take it anymore. I feel if
I don’t leave them, they’ll never
grow up. It pains me that I’ll be
so far away from them, but my
brother has offered to sell me his
house, and I really want to go.
Please help.

— Vacillating in Virginia

Dear Vacillating: Your “chil-
dren” aren’t children anymore.
They are both self-supporting
young men. The greatest gift a
parent can give a child is inde-
pendence.

The longer you remain a
crutch, the longer your sons will
lean. If you want to be nearer to
your family, for heaven’s sake,
go! You have the chance of a
lifetime, and you should take it.

Dear Abby: Thank you for

completely debasing the act of
giving my best friend a pair of
diamond earrings on her retire-
ment last year.

I find it reprehensible that you
assume we had slept together or
that we intend to. Is it really that
incomprehensible that every-
thing in this world is not about
sex?

— Infuriated in Belton, Mo.

Dear Infuriated: The letter I
printed wasn’t from your wife. It
came from a woman in Minneso-
ta. Not only had her husband
bought the woman diamond
earrings, but he had also been
buying her lingerie from Victo-
ria’s Secret. In addition, his wife
had caught him lying about his
relationship with the recipient.
Cool off.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Dear Annie: I am 21 years

old and was asked out on my first
date a month ago. I was thrilled.
“Brad” and I went out three
times, and we really seemed to
like each other. Well, it’s been
two weeks since our last date, and
I haven’t heard from Brad except
once when we ex-
changed small talk. He’s
made no effort to see me
and hasn’t returned any
of my calls. Yesterday, I
left him a message,
asking why he’s been
blowing me off for two
weeks. I haven’t heard
back yet.

I’m really hurt by this.
Brad was the first guy I
ever dated, and now I’m
afraid something must
be terribly wrong with
me. I’ve been trying to
keep myself busy and forget him,
but I can’t. I don’t want to date
ever again if this is what it feels
like. How can I get over the hurt?

— Heartbroken Hannah
Dear Hannah: Welcome to the

world of dating — some men (and
women) are jerks. Brad may have
felt you were getting too serious,
or he may have met someone
else, but there is no reason to
assume the fault is yours.

Since this was your first dating
experience, it’s possible you could
use some pointers. Ask your clos-
est friends to give you a brutally
honest critique of your appear-

ance and your approach.
Consider the “Brad experience”

a way of getting your feet wet.

Dear Annie: While in high

school, I could have written the
letter from “Look What Followed
Me Home in Texas.” I, too, had a

“tag-along” friend who
wouldn’t leave me and
my friends alone even
though she was unwant-
ed company. I first
politely asked her to go
away, and then ignored
her. Finally, I thought I
could help her develop
some needed social
skills so someone would
want her as a friend.

Optimistically, I tried
to focus on her good
qualities and stuck up
for her when others

maligned her. Soon my own
friends began to move away from
me, and eventually, I felt stran-
gled by her desperation.

I put too much of my energy
into trying to help her while im-
portant years of my high school
life went by. And in the end, I was
no help to her at all. I decided to
separate myself from this girl,
and in the effort, I, too, was mean
after all else failed. One day, I
just exploded. I’m not proud of
what I said, but it worked. I never
saw her after that, and I felt I’d
had a hundred-pound sack of
problems lifted from my back.

— Glad To Be Free

Dear Glad: We appreciate your
honesty and agree that you aren’t
obligated to be friends with every-
one. We only wish you had found
a kinder way to extricate yourself,
instead of piling additional hurt
on this unfortunate girl.

Dear Annie: My wife died
several years ago. At a recent
bereavement meeting, we were
asked to bring a love letter or
note written to or from our loved
one to share with the group. I
read a short note my wife wrote
me on our 40th anniversary, but
surprisingly, very few people had
anything. I then asked who had
received comments written on
birthday or anniversary cards,
and one woman said, “My hus-
band always signed his cards,
‘With much love.’ ” Another
found one of her husband’s notes
and framed it.

I wish I had more than the
dozen handwritten notes from my
wife that I read, clutched and now
cherish.

— A Grieving Husband
Dear Grieving Husband: The

art of the handwritten letter has
gone the way of the Pony Express,
and you have eloquently pointed
out what has been lost. Our condo-
lences.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Sunday Horoscope

Holiday Mathis

Don’t let unsuccessful dating
experiences bring you down

Stylist stepmom gets unkind cut

Annie’s Mailbox

Dear Abby

My husband and I have just re-
turned from a vacation to Maine,
or “Down East.” While we were
there we asked several people
why the region is called “Down
East,” and not “Up East,” as you
would expect.

The term “Down East,” an ap-
parent misnomer applied broadly
to the northeast coastal United
States and parts of Canada — and
specifically to the coast of Maine
— has been around for quite
some time, dating back perhaps
as far as the colonial period. Sev-
eral theories of origin have been
put forth and debated over the
years, but none can be proved.

The coast of Maine lies to the
northeast of Boston. One theory

ties the origin of “Down East” to
the days when the majority of
travel between Boston and Maine
was done in sailing vessels. Be-
cause the winds were most often
southwesterly, especially during
the time of year when most travel
took place, ships sailed downwind
when sailing in a northeasterly di-
rection. Travelers heading to
Maine were thus said to be travel-
ing “down” or “down east.”

A second theory is that “down”
was merely a way of implying
that travel was taking place in a
direction away from the hub.

This column was prepared by the
editors of Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate
Dictionary, Tenth Edition. Readers may
send questions to Merriam-Webster’s
Wordwatch, P.O. Box 281, 47 Federal St.,
Springfield, Mass. 01102.

‘Down East’ follows downwind
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BY JEFFREY WEISS

The Dallas Morning News

A chance remark can reveal a
heck of a lot more than we intend.

Last month, the editor of the
Jewish weekly newspaper The
Forward defended the inclusion
of Madonna on the paper’s annual
list of most influential Jews in
America. But isn’t she Catholic?
“She’s a practitioner of the Kab-
balah, so she’s practicing Juda-
ism, for Christ’s sake!” the editor,
J.J. Goldberg, told the New York
Daily News. “Well, not really for
Christ’s sake.”

Most Americans would be
amused by that line. Some would
find it offensive. Either way, it’s
more than just a punch line: The
editor of a Jewish newspaper can
invoke the Christian deity with-
out initially considering the liter-
al meaning. And a major daily
newspaper will print the quote as
delivered.

Where has blasphemy gone, for
Pete’s sake? For many of us, the
cultural taboos that made the col-
orful use of faith-linked words so
dangerously satisfying have most-
ly vanished. And like Goldberg,

most of us don’t think about the
original connections when search-
ing for words to shout when we
want to add an oral exclamation
point.

On the other hand, the words re-
tain enough mojo that darned
near any American who whacks
his thumb is likely to sprinkle reli-
gious references among the
words for family members, body
parts and bodily functions.

Or as David Letterman said on
his show recently: “Holy crap!”

There’s evidence that human
brains are hard-wired into using
taboo words as emotional escape
valves — the more taboo, the
more effective.

Tourette Syndrome is a brain
disorder that includes involun-
tary shouting of obscenities.

“They will tell you, if I say ‘[sex-
ual term involving a parent],’ it
makes me feel better than when I
say ‘darn,’ ” said Timothy Jay, au-
thor of “Why We Curse” and a
psychology professor at Massa-
chusetts College of Liberal Arts.

And which words are consid-
ered most taboo can offer an emo-
tional X-ray into the core values
of a person or a people.

“It tells you what a culture
thinks is acceptable and what’s
not,” said Reinhold Aman, editor
of the scholarly “Maledicta: The
International Journal of Verbal
Aggression” and a onetime profes-
sor of medieval literature.

By that measure, the sacred is

no longer most sacred in Ameri-
ca.

Sex, bodily functions and fami-
ly, it seems, are more sensitive
topics than religion, based on the
relative frequency of use — and
prohibitions against polite use —
of various kinds of swear words.

The sacred and profane are an
odd pairing in most contexts, but
stand comfortably together in
foul language in most cultures.
That’s partly because they both
pull concepts where polite society
says they don’t belong, said Geof-
frey Nunberg, author of “Going
Nucular: Language, Politics, and
Culture in Controversial Times”
and a researcher at Stanford Uni-
versity’s Center for the Study of
Language and Information.

Obscenity takes bedroom and
bathroom activities and drags
them out into the living room, he

said. Blasphemy, on the other
hand, hauls heaven down into the
common world.

Both feel satisfyingly “wrong”
when we want to vent our frustra-
tions.

Faith words are still a vital part
of the salty lexicon in the United
States and other countries. The
specific words used shift from na-
tion to nation.

And as with Goldberg, individu-
al beliefs don’t necessarily tip off
what words someone will use.

There was a time when using
religious language in the wrong
place or manner could get you
thrown in the stocks or even
burned at the stake.

The longtime prohibitions
against “bad words” fueled a diz-
zying array of euphemisms.

Heck and Sam Hill stand in for
hell. Pete takes the place of God,
as in “For Pete’s sake.” (There is

no link to St. Peter, word experts
say). Good golly originally had
nothing to do with Miss Molly.

Like gosh and gad, golly is a
safer word for “God.” Jiminy
Christmas, Jeez Louise, Judas
Priest and even the Crocodile
Hunter’s “Crikey!” soften the
straightforward J.C.

But if pop culture is an indica-
tor, the need for euphemisms has
waned.

Broadcast TV remains more
cautious than many other cultural
outlets. While “Oh my God!” can
be heard virtually anywhere in
prime time, ads are still a blasphe-
my-free zone.

Cable, from “The Sopranos” to
“Bill Maher,” bars few if any
words. Comedy Channel’s
taboo-shredding “South Park”
started as a short that featured a
wrestling match between Jesus
and Santa Claus.

Movie ratings also indicate a
softening of attitudes, said Jim
Wall, the former editor of Chris-
tian Century, who is a longtime
adviser to the appeals board of
the Motion Picture Association of
America.

The softening of standards —
or degradation, depending on
your point of view — can be
traced to the salty language of sol-
diers coming home from World
War II, Aman said.

Vietnam, and the challenges to
all authority during that era, gave
another boost to blasphemy and
obscenity filtering into standard
use.

BY ANABELLE GARAY

The Associated Press

ALTAR, Mexico — Along a northbound
dirt road, a young couple clad in jeans and
T-shirts jumps out of an idling van and
walks toward the path’s edge, making for a
white concrete box with an ornate,
wrought-iron cross perched on top.

Dozens of candles — some lit, some melt-
ed, some broken — are crammed inside
the 5-foot-high makeshift altar, along with
statues of Our Lady of Guadalupe and St.
Jude, patron saint of lost causes.

As the couple kneels before the display
with bowed heads, a little boy runs out of
the van and kisses the ground.

The humble spot some 60 miles south of
the Mexico-Arizona border serves as one
of the last places where migrants worship
before being shuttled to spots where they
will attempt to slip illegally into the United
States on foot.

On their trek for economic survival, mi-
grants traveling through the treacherous
Arizona desert also find themselves em-
barking on a religious journey. Many rely
on faith to sustain them through the trip’s
perils, stopping to pray at icons or lighting
votive candles to remember those who
died along the way.

Before jumping aboard moving cargo
trains during the trip north, 29-year-old
Carlos Enrique Cano Vanega and other
Central Americans he was traveling with
would pray by the side of the tracks.

“We began to entrust ourselves to God

and asked that he would keep us safe,” said
Cano, a Honduran man who had journeyed
to this Mexican community recently in
preparation for an attempted trip to the
United States.

People everywhere will often seek spiri-
tual comfort during troubled times. And
culturally, Latin Americans identify them-
selves as religious, even if they don’t at-
tend services regularly, said Jacqueline
Hagan, co-director for the Center for Immi-
gration Research at the University of Hous-
ton.

In the case of poor immigrants, reliance
on faith is even heavier because they have
virtually no other resources, Hagan said.

“The only recourse they have is to turn
to religion, and that’s all they really have
on the road as well,” she said.

Before embarking on the trek into the
United States, indigenous residents of the
Guatemalan highlands seek counsel about
whether to make the trip and when to go
from evangelical pastors or the Black
Christ, a dark-skinned depiction of Jesus
common in parts of Latin America, Hagan
said.

“Religion is their spiritual passport in
the absence of authorization,” she said.
“They get sanctioned by God to do this.”

For Cano and others on the train, read-
ing the New Testament to each other
brought comfort.

“You feel something ... you feel safer
than being out there” without anything to
sustain you, he said at a migrant shelter in
Altar, a city that serves as a popular stag-

ing area for migrants planning to cross the
border at Arizona.

Migrants setting out on foot for the Arizo-
na desert are often ill-equipped for the
tough terrain and the lack of water, shade
or roads. They don’t know much about the
desert, the frigid cold in the winter and
searing heat during the summer; the
snakes and spiders; and the bandas de baja-
dores, or rip-off crews, hiding in wait for
victims.

Once they reach their destinations,
many will again frequent a church or
shrine to offer thanks for their arrival.

And even if they don’t make their desti-
nation before being caught and sent back,
migrants often attribute how far they made
it to religious intervention, Hagan said.

Many of the men who stay at the migrant
shelter in Altar have been caught trying to
enter the United States. With nowhere to
rest or eat and hardly any money left, they
wait there in the hopes that they can at-
tempt another crossing, said coordinator
Francisco Garcia.

Many tell Garcia, “Si Diosito quiere, lo
voy a volver a hacer.” (“If the Good Lord is
willing, I’m going to do it again.”)

Attitudes ease
toward use of
religious terms

What’s the bleeping difference?

Migrants’ faith plays role
in treks into United States

What the heck? Blasphemies lose their bite
RELIGION

Experts describe different kinds of taboo words found in every
human culture:

� Obscenity generally refers to sexual activity.
� Vulgarity generally refers to non-sexual bodily functions.
� Blasphemy generally refers to aspects of God, saints or other sa-

cred topics. (“Damn,” and “hell,” mild by today’s standards, were
once considered blasphemous.)

We don’t have a specific name for nasty — but not obscene or vul-
gar — terms aimed at family members: “Yer muddah wears Army
boots!”

— The Dallas Morning News

AP

Two migrants light candles at an altar along the toll road to Sasabe, Mexico, on Sept. 30

in Altar, Mexico. The altar, crammed with candles and statues, is one of the last places

migrants can stop and worship before traveling the dirt road used mainly for shuttling

migrants to various spots where they will attempt to enter the United States.
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Free standing Houses for rent
between Ktown, Darmstadt,
Mannheim, Wiesbaden, no fee.
call Dagmar 0175-8553838

French Bulldog, ShiTzu,
Schnauzer, Beauceron pure
b r e e d  p u p p i e s ,  a l l
shots&wormed, 0175-6435474

www.pupplanet.com

RESUMES-CAREER
COACHING, Service

www.polishedresumes.com
Tel: 09335-997648

House Unfurnished 878 Resume Service 928
Chow Pups 2 red, & 4 black
with/papers & shots ex.w/kids,
payments $650, delivery pos,

must see call 0179-6877763

SKY Viewing

Card / Official Card

mobile 0172 6623298
or 09323 6679

email: pcurran@hrb.de

Boxers & Rotweiler, pure-bred,
f rom 350 euro.  0048
69426-5234 or puppies@wp.pl

Computers 360Announcements 040

• Purchase of listed pets is at
buyer's risk. German Dog Club
e.v. recommends checking
breeder's club membership be-
fore any purchase

Mercedes 190E '87 4 speed,
low Km, $ 1,800 , call
0178-4127072 or 0179-5209379

FIND 1000s of shops
Shipping to APOPO

www.APOFPOShipping.com

Dodge Dakota '99, ex. cond,
red, sport pkg, 5-spd, 60k mi,
pwr-brk, pwr-steering, $6k obo,
call 0160-99664552

Pets 820

Ford Focus SE '03, US Spec,
4cyl, 2.0, loaded, ex cond, 30k
mi, fact-warrty, retail $11375 will
sell $8900 call 09645-601244

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
your international church family
in the greater Frankfurt area.
S u n d a y s :  W o r s h i p
1 1 0 0 ( S e p t - M a y ) ;
1000(Jun-Aug); Sunday School,
Adult Bible Class, Youth
C h o i r / Y o u t h  F o r u m
0930;Nursery care available.
Nibelungenallee 54,Fkt. Rev.
S a m u e l  J .
Wolff;Ph.069-956-31066; Go to:
www.trinity- lutheran.de for more
info, directions,parking, etc

Dodge Dakota '04 Club Cab
2x4, sport plus, 15K miles U.S.
specs, V8 eng automatic, asking

$18,000 call 09367-983165

Live out Nanny needed in
Ansbach/Lehrberg area, for
three children ages 4, 8, & 13.
Must have own reliable trans-
portation, valid drivers license,
and insurance. Military Base
access preferable, but not nec-
essary. References Required.
Call Mary at 09820-918608. Job

to start February 1, 2005

BMW 735i '98, orient-blue,
loaded, nav, ex-cond, 154k km,
18" rims, new tires, $19500 obo,
call 0032-65690747

Trucks 174

Late 20s German/American cou-
ple seeks other couples for
friendship and hanging out.
Interested? give us a buzz!
prefer couples w/o kids. call
06224-174074 after 18:00

Services Offered 952
Dollar protection. Retired &
need to protect your shrinking
dollar? Growing business in
beautiful Czech Rep. seeking
American partner. Require-
ments: people skills & know-
ledge of U.S. books. Will teach
r i g h t  p e r s o n .
bohemiaburke@hotmail.com

BMW 730i '89 Gray metalic,
auto, 130K miles, alu wheels,
pw, wood trim, Wiesbaden euro
2,550 call 0178-6711575

Jeep Wrankgler '95, low miles,
lots of extras, 4 cyl, great
condition, $5200, 09334-970866

Full Tm Exp. Nanny for 2
children Wuerzburg LV/out Must
be reliable w/refs call M-F
0931-4527282 during 3pm -
6pm only

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
in Europe for assistance call

49(0)1803-AAHELP
or www.aa - europe.net

Charming educated stable busi-
nesswoman, seeking serious
relationship with American male
Age: 38-50 (In K-town). Please
email me at hgourtl@yahoo.com

Want TV in the English
language? We sell 'SKY' satel-
lite TV & viewing cards. Tel
+49(0)177 847 9722 or: www.
skysat-europe.com

BMW 530i '04 Silv,U.S spec,
fully loaded, 11k miles, selling
moving down Range call
0174-4226717 or 0621-7246060

Ford Escape XLT '02, midnight
blk, loaded, front wheel dr, just
30k miles, $18500 obo contact
334-2641 or 06109-695551

Child Care Wanted 300

Person to Person 800Announcements 040 Satellite Television 932
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Wiesbaden
Lorelei Ring 23. Bible Study
- 10:00 A.M., Worship -
11:00 A.M. For info contact:
Bill Weger - 06105-277514
J a m e s  W a l k e r  -
06122-588628 Uli Mueller -
06128-741124 Klaus Fries -
0611-949-0786

Chevy Trailblazer '04 LS 4 X 4
drk\Red metallic, Excellent Con-
dition, many extras, low miles,
01605145659

BMW 528i '98 Sportwagon
Euro-spec 107k km, Black, auto,
sunroof, navigation system,
leather int, exc. cond. $17,000
neg. 06371-50253 lv message

30 yr old female looking for live
in nanny/house-keeping posi-
tion, references available call
1062-1508189

Used washing machines and
dryers, all 220V, delivery, guar-
antee, call 0178-35353233

BMW 520 '88 5 speed, low
kilometers, $ 3,000, call
0178-4127072 or 0179-5209379 Sport Utility Vehicle 172

Child Care Offered 290
Household Items 560

BMW 318i '94, ac, airbag,
dark-green met, 90k mi, pwr-
win, 1owner, loaded, euro 4100,
call 0178-6711575 Wiesbaden

Honda Odyssey '01 EX, white-
/gray int, 19K miles, excl cond,
$19,500 call DSN 338-7530 or

Tel. 0611-5050857

4 Brand New Tripple Chrome
Cobra Rims for Mustang. 1994 -
2003 Mach 1 Style, 17x9, 5 log,
$800 neg. call 0160-93210728

Church of Christ
Very convenient to Wiesbaden,

Mainz, and Rhein Main Area
Sunday: Bible Study 10:00 AM
Worship: 11:00 AM Wed: Bible
Study 7:00 PM 0673-2937458

and 0162-8603016
Visit our Web Site @
www.mainz-coc.org

2 black leather Love seats $350
each, also 2 black leather
Chairs $200 each, call
06221-7500247 Heidelberg area

BMW 316i '91, 4 dr, 2 Own,
low-mi, deal main, showroom
cond.,1950, call 0171-6429114

Chevy Tioga '78, V8, 5.7l gas,
dually, 220 volt, ac, heat,
kitchen, bath, 3 beds, 2 kw gen,
$6k, email: motorads@aol.com

15" Kumho Snow-Tires x4, with
rims size 215/75R15 $300 call
0 1 6 0 - 9 8 3 6 5 2 3 3  o r
0931-2879793 leave message

Furniture 510
Buses/Vans/RVs 158

AUTO MIKE QUALITY CARS
Need a good car or want to sell

your car? Check us out.
Bad Credit no Problem.
06183-72555 or 0160-93824253

IN GOD WE TRUST

Auto Parts 180

CHURCH OF CHRIST STUTT-
GART

"Your Home Away From Home"
INFO: 0711-712381 or

0711-3659210
O r  0 7 1 1 - 6 0 1 9 0 2 5  o r

07143-961330
www.Stuttgartchurchofchrist.org

LEARN TO FLY AT COLEMAN
AERO CLUB call for rates DSN
382-4103 or 0621-7794103 Next
Ground School is 5 & 6 Mar 05
www.colemanaeroclub.com

VW Caprio '00 GLS under 30K
miles, loaded with new tire-
s/brakes and exhaust system,
excellent condition, asking
$11,500 obo call 06371-64071

Audi A4 '04 conv ,3.0l U.S
specs, 10k mil, silv/black interi-
or, prem&sport pkg, fully loaded,

$ 37K obo, call 0175-7503269

Religious Activities 871Flying Lessons 480

Volvo 740GL '90 Gold, 5 spd,
sunroof, euro spec, 166k miles,
$ 1,000 , call 0172-1542101

Mannheim area

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Financial Services 904Religious Activities 871

Looking for Furnished or Unfur-
nished Apartment in Stuttgart
close to Kelly B. NO BROKERS
FEE, call Elsa 0171-6400443

PartyLite - Candles and acces-
sories in February all Red and
Pink candles on Sale. Call Konni

07127-960720 Stutgard area

Saab 95 '99, US spec, loaded,
5spd, new front tires, sunroof,
dealer maint, 84k mi, $10500
obo, call 06205-285350

Crafts/Hobbies 380 Apartment Unfurn 856

Saab 95 '01 U.S specs, fully
loaded, 5 spd, leather, prem
sound, on star GPS, sunroof,
under warranty, only 26k miles,
$ 16,900 obo call 06783-4448

THINKING OF BUYING OR
SELLING

www.militaryusedcars.com
FOR ALL YOUR NEW AND

USED CAR NEEDS
OR CALL 0171-7869250

Sharpei 7 months, male with
papers, beautiful rare breed,
a n d  m a r k i n g s ,  c a l l
06313-427766 or 0172-6535503

Used cars from $700 to $3000,
inspection guarantee, call
0171-9506602

PT Cruiser Woody '03, blk,
loaded, mint cond, 26500 miles,
below blue book value $17500,
call 0174-7795809

Cheap Cars in Wiesbaden/MZ
call 0179-5209379 email:
dhendrix69@excite.com

Schnautzer toy and big, Shi-Tzu
pure-bred, 400eur + ,call 0048
692676630 or base13@wp.pl

Porsche 928 '89 316 hp, auto,
abs, a/c, phone, gray met /blk
leather, perfect maint, euro spec

$11,900 call 06195-676851

Automotive 140

Mercedes C180 '97 Elegance,
Silver, 5 spd, sunroof euro spec,
52K km, $ 11,000, call
0172-1542101 Mannheim area

Rottweiler Puppies, pure breed,
with shots, great parents. Price
550 Euro. Phone 06134-286956

Nissan Frontier '01, 4X4 . 36K
mil, V6, 5 spd, pw, pl, pm, 6 cd,
run boards, $17,000 obo call
0170655-2530 or 09366-982878

Computers 360

Mercedes C180 '00, elagance,
blue, 5-Sp., ac, new winter and
summer tires with rims, 66k km,
$15k obo, call 06371-619511

English Bulldog puppies,
wormed and shots, w/papers,
c a l l  0 6 3 1 - 3 4 2 7 7 6 6  o r
0172-6535503

www.adopt-abroad.com US
lic. adoption & homestudy agen-
cy (49) 030 827 01622

Tailor Shop Ms. Bailey
from WI Airfield moved to
new location Buschungstr.
13, WI Erbenheim, call
0611-7161793 Jan 10% Off

Mazda Truck '03, US spec,
met-silv, V6 4.0l, 4dr, 3k mi, 3.5
yr. warranty, $17900 or trade for
Euro spec, call 0176-20824637
o r  w w w . g e o c i t i e s .
com/mazdab4000truck

Seeking full time babysitter, for
two children in Mainz please call

Tel. 0174-4300624

Real Estate 850Pets 820Child Care Wanted 300Trucks 174Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Announcements 040Adoption Services 020
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Pension Rustical near Prague,
www.rustical.wz.cz,

Tours & Trips avail, EURO 32.-
pp, B&B, 00420-257770877,

00420-602302966,
rustical@atlas.cz

BE ON TOP NEAR GARMISCH
Cozy Grainau Rooms, Appts.,
Great loc. EU 30,00 to 40 per
person incl. breakf. dogs all. Call
for Winter Special 0 88 21 88 53
www.Hotel-Post-Grainau.de

TOTALGYM exercise equip-
ment. exel. cond. new price $
1100 asking $ 700. call leave
message 09841-403197

*Garmisch Skiing*
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
33eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

BARGE HOLIDAYS IN
FRANCE

Ideal for families and groups,
Self-catering. See us at:

www.johannacharters.com

Garmisch, lux flat or rooms with
kitchen in city center, fully
equiped, 0171-2340001 or
08821-53400, mail: 53400
@web.de or www.53400.com
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AFN TV & Radio
Sunday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
Teams TBD (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, 1 p.m.—College basketball:
Teams TBD (dld).

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—NBA: Celveland at
Golden State (dld).

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.—Bowling: PBA Dallas
Open.

AFN-Sports, 8:30 p.m.—Motor racing:
Paris-Dakar Rally (dld).

AFN-Atlantic, Pacific and Radio, 9
p.m.—NFL: NFC championship game, Atlanta
at Philadelphia.

AFN-Sports, 9:30 p.m.—Golf: Buick Invita-
tional, final round.

Monday
AFN-Atlantic, Pacific and Radio, 12:30

a.m.—NFL: AFC championship game, New En-
gland at Pittsburgh.

AFN-Sports, 1 a.m.—Motorcycle racing:
THQ World Supercross GP (Anaheim).

AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.—Tennis: Australian
Open, round of 16.

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:
North Carolina St. at Maryland (dld).

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.—NFL: NFC champion-
ship game, Atlanta at Philadelphia (dld).

AFN-Sports, 6:30 p.m.—NFL: AFC champion-
ship game, New England at Pittsburgh (dld).

All Times are Central European Time; dld
indicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

Pro football
NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs

Saturday, Jan. 8
St. Louis 27, Seattle 20
N.Y. Jets 20, San Diego 17, OT

Sunday, Jan. 9
Indianapolis 49, Denver 24
Minnesota 31, Green Bay 17

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 15

Pittsburgh 20, N.Y. Jets 17, OT
Atlanta 47, St. Louis 17

Sunday, Jan. 16
Philadelphia 27, Minnesota 14
New England 20, Indianapolis 3

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 23

Atlanta at Philadelphia
New England at Pittsburgh

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 6

Jacksonville, Fla.
AFC vs. NFC

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25 schedule

Saturday’s games
Villanova 83, No. 2 Kansas 62
No. 3 Wake Forest at No. 20 Cincinnati
No. 4 Duke at Florida State
No. 5 Oklahoma State vs. Baylor
No. 6 North Carolina vs. Miami
No. 7 Syracuse vs. West Virginia
No. 8 Kentucky vs. LSU
No. 9 Boston College at St. John’s
No. 11 Gonzaga at San Diego
No. 12 Georgia Tech vs. Virginia Tech
No. 13 Arizona at Oregon State
No. 14 Louisville vs. Tennessee
No. 15 Texas at No. 18 Oklahoma
No. 16 Connecticut vs. No. 21 Pittsburgh
No. 17 Mississippi State vs. South Carolina
No. 19 Michigan State at Minnesota
No. 22 Alabama at Mississippi
No. 23 Iowa vs. Purdue
No. 24 Wisconsin at Michigan
No. 25 Marquette vs. Charlotte

Sunday’s game
No. 10 Washington vs. Washington State

Friday’s men’s scores
EAST

Alfred 68, Hartwick 50
American U. 72, Army 37
Amherst 68, Wesleyan, Conn. 58
Bard 80, N.Y. Maritime 60
Baruch 84, Medgar Evers 59
Bates 86, Middlebury 66
Bucknell 71, Lafayette 54
Carnegie-Mellon 81, Chicago 72
Colgate 61, Lehigh 54
Geneseo St. 72, Cortland St. 67
Hamilton 68, Union, N.Y. 66
Hilbert 114, Mount Aloysius 94
Hobart 70, Skidmore 61
Holy Cross 79, Navy 56
Iona 93, St. Peter’s 88
Nazareth, N.Y. 72, Elmira 54
Oswego St. 71, Oneonta 51
Penn St. Behrend 79, Lake Erie 70
Penn St.-Altoona 71, Medaille 60
Plattsburgh 81, Fredonia St. 62
Rochester 71, Washington, Mo. 63
St. John Fisher 80, Utica 51
Tufts 95, Williams 78
Vassar 66, St. Lawrence 62

SOUTH
Belmont 71, Lipscomb 61, OT
Emory 95, NYU 89
Johnson Bible 78, Appalachian Bible 57
Palm Beach Atl. 91, Johnson & Wales, Fla. 74
Troy 97, Mercer 70

MIDWEST
Bellevue 92, Oklahoma Wesleyan 69
Brandeis 74, Case Reserve 66
Dakota St. 89, Valley City St. 78
DePauw 81, Rhodes 56
Dickinson St. 63, Mary 62
Hendrix 55, Rose-Hulman 51

Illinois College 70, Carroll, Wis. 67
Knox 68, Beloit 58
Mayville St. 75, Si Tanka-Huron 64
Minn.-Morris 83, Bethany Lutheran 69
Minot St. 72, Jamestown 70
Monmouth, Ill. 74, St. Norbert 68
Newman 75, Peru St. 71
Northwestern, Minn. 83, St. Scholastica 65
Presentation 82, Martin Luther 68

SOUTHWEST
Trinity, Texas 73, Centre 65

FAR WEST
Carroll, Mont. 90, Montana Tech 58
Lewis-Clark St. 58, Great Falls 44
Montana-Western 85, Rocky Mountain 69
Oregon Tech 81, Concordia, Ore. 79
Westminster, Utah 64, Mont. St.-Northern 54

Friday’s women’s scores
EAST

American U. 71, Army 64, OT
Bard 47, N.Y. Maritime 46
Bates 75, Middlebury 50
Buffalo St. 76, Potsdam 55
Chicago 75, Carnegie-Mellon 32
Cortland St. 55, Geneseo St. 45
Duquesne 63, Massachusetts 53
Elmira 76, Nazareth, N.Y. 64
Hartwick 54, Alfred 52
Holy Cross 73, Navy 48
Hunter 75, St. Joseph’s, N.Y. 54
La Salle 67, Dayton 61
Lafayette 55, Bucknell 53
Lehigh 72, Colgate 59
Oswego St. 93, Oneonta 84, 4OT
Penn St. Behrend 77, Lake Erie 43
Penn St.-Altoona 67, Medaille 60
Plattsburgh 53, Fredonia St. 45
RPI 65, Clarkson 45
St. John Fisher 72, Utica 60
St. Lawrence 61, Vassar 24
Union, N.Y. 56, Hamilton 54
Washington, Mo. 59, Rochester 50
Wesleyan, Conn. 54, Amherst 44
Xavier 72, Saint Joseph’s 55

SOUTH
DePaul 80, Tulane 50
Kentucky Christian 58, Phila. Bible 45
Louisville 63, TCU 57
Marquette 71, Southern Miss. 58
Memphis 51, UAB 47
NYU 71, Emory 56
South Florida 67, Saint Louis 49
Washington & Lee 71, S. Virginia 55

MIDWEST
Beloit 58, Knox 45
Bethany, Kan. 74, Minn.-Morris 70
Bradley 57, Illinois St. 55
Brandeis 71, Case Reserve 56
Carroll, Wis. 61, Illinois College 53
Creighton 71, Wichita St. 59
Dakota St. 74, Valley City St. 69
DePauw 78, Rhodes 55
Houston 63, Cincinnati 56
Indiana St. 74, N. Iowa 70
Lawrence 93, Grinnell 80
Mary 73, Dickinson St. 50
Minot St. 62, Jamestown 60
Newman 60, Peru St. 49
Northwestern, Minn. 71, St. Scholastica 55
Presentation 52, Martin Luther 42
Rose-Hulman 80, Hendrix 67
SW Missouri St. 79, Drake 63
Si Tanka-Huron 77, Mayville St. 57
St. Norbert 71, Monmouth, Ill. 58

SOUTHWEST
Trinity, Texas 72, Centre 39

FAR WEST
Carroll, Mont. 79, Montana Tech 56
Great Falls 74, Lewis-Clark St. 64
Mont. St.-Northern 76, Westminster, Utah 57
Montana-Western 68, Rocky Mountain 53
N.M. Highlands 62, Western St., Colo. 49
Oregon Tech 73, Concordia, Ore. 37

Golf
Buick Invitational

Friday
At Torrey Pines South 7,568 yards
At Torrey Pines North 6,874 yards

San Diego
Purse: $4.8 million

Par: 72
Partial Second Round

Note: Due to fog the second round was to be
completed Saturday.
Tom Lehman 62-67—129 -15
Kevin Sutherland 68-66—134 -10
Dudley Hart 65-69—134 -10
Luke Donald 68-67—135 -9
Arron Oberholser 64-72—136 -8
Ernie Els 65-71—136 -8
Sott Hend 72-64—136 -8
Aaron Baddeley 66-70—136 -8
Sott McCarron 72-65—137 -7
Fredrik Jacobson 69-69—138 -6
Tom Pernice Jr. 65-73—138 -6
Carl Paulson 68-71—139 -5
Joe Durant 71-68—139 -5
Len Mattiace 73-66—139 -5
Mark Wilson 73-66—139 -5
Charles Howell III 72-67—139 -5
Daniel Chopra 73-66—139 -5
Craig Barlow 68-71—139 -5
Sergio Garcia 69-70—139 -5
Phil Mickelson 72-67—139 -5
Franklin Langham 71-69—140 -4
Bob Tway 68-72—140 -4
Brett Quigley 69-71—140 -4
John Rollins 69-71—140 -4
Phillip Price 71-69—140 -4
Charles Warren 66-74—140 -4
Mario Tiziani 69-71—140 -4
Charley Hoffman 71-69—140 -4
Bill Glasson 72-68—140 -4
Vijay Singh 71-69—140 -4
Tommy Armour III 71-69—140 -4
Billy Mayfair 71-70—141 -3
Brandt Jobe 71-70—141 -3
Michael Allen 69-72—141 -3
Will MacKenzie 74-67—141 -3
Jay Haas 71-70—141 -3
Mark O'Meara 72-69—141 -3
Darron Stiles 66-75—141 -3
Dennis Paulson 71-70—141 -3
Danny Briggs 74-68—142 -2
Alex Cejka 71-71—142 -2
Ted Purdy 75-67—142 -2

Woody Austin 70-72—142 -2
John Daly 72-70—142 -2
Fred Couples 74-68—142 -2
Corey Pavin 73-69—142 -2
Jonathan Byrd 72-70—142 -2
Charlie Wi 72-70—142 -2
Skip Kendall 72-70—142 -2
Bob Estes 72-70—142 -2
Kevin Na 75-67—142 -2
Tag Ridings 68-75—143 -1
Doug Barron 72-71—143 -1
Justin Rose 73-70—143 -1
Cameron Beckman 67-76—143 -1
Billy Andrade 69-74—143 -1
Joey Snyder III 73-70—143 -1
David Hearn 70-73—143 -1
Dan Forsman 68-75—143 -1
Hunter Mahan 71-72—143 -1
Robert Allenby 73-70—143 -1
Vaughn Taylor 73-70—143 -1
Rick Fehr 74-70—144 E
Patrick Sheehan 68-76—144 E
Andre Stolz 69-75—144 E
Chris Riley 67-77—144 E
Stephen Ames 75-69—144 E
Justin Bolli 74-70—144 E
Rich Beem 72-72—144 E
Tim Petrovic 69-76—145 +1
Brad Faxon 73-72—145 +1
Rob Rashell 73-72—145 +1
Jim Carter 73-72—145 +1
Thomas Levet 73-73—146 +2
Jason Allred 72-74—146 +2
Paul Claxton 76-70—146 +2
Omar Uresti 71-75—146 +2
Duffy Waldorf 75-71—146 +2
Bo Van Pelt 72-75—147 +3
Neal LaNaster 70-77—147 +3
John Cook 75-72—147 +3
Steve Lowery 74-73—147 +3
Euan Walters 68-80—148 +4
Paul Holtby 76-72—148 +4
Rory Sabbatini 71-78—149 +5
Chris Starkjohann 74-75—149 +5
Jeff Hart 72-79—151 +7
D.A. Points 76-76—152 +8
Gregory Casagranda 75-78—153 +9
Steven Hakes 74-82—156 +12
Michael Beard 83-75—158 +14

MasterCard Championship
Friday

At Hualalai Golf Club
Kaupulehu-Kona, Hawaii

Purse: $1.6 million
Yardage: 7,097; Par 72 (36-36)

First Round
Tom Watson 32-32—64 -8
Wayne Levi 33-33—66 -6
Vicente Fernandez 33-34—67 -5
John Jacobs 34-33—67 -5
Morris Hatalsky 35-32—67 -5
Dana Quigley 32-35—67 -5
Craig Stadler 35-32—67 -5
D.A. Weibring 33-35—68 -4
Tom Purtzer 35-33—68 -4
Fuzzy Zoeller 35-33—68 -4
Bob Gilder 36-32—68 -4
Gil Morgan 33-35—68 -4
Rodger Davis 35-33—68 -4
Bruce Summerhays 34-35—69 -3
Don Pooley 35-34—69 -3
Tom Jenkins 35-34—69 -3
Peter Jacobsen 36-33—69 -3
Bruce Fleisher 39-30—69 -3
Larry Nelson 34-35—69 -3
Hale Irwin 35-34—69 -3
Mark McNulty 34-35—69 -3
Stewart Ginn 37-32—69 -3
David Eger 34-36—70 -2
Jim Thorpe 37-33—70 -2
Tom Kite 34-36—70 -2
Jim Ahern 36-34—70 -2
Mark James 37-34—71 -1
Ed Fiori 34-37—71 -1
Allen Doyle 36-35—71 -1
Jay Sigel 36-36—72 E
Bruce Lietzke 35-37—72 E
Lee Trevino 36-36—72 E
Dave Barr 38-36—74 +2
Doug Tewell 37-37—74 +2
Gary Player 37-37—74 +2
Pete Oakley 38-37—75 +3
Arnold Palmer 42-38—80 +8

Skiing
Women’s World Cup GS

At Maribor, Slovenia
Saturday

Goldenfox Course
(heat times in parentheses):

1. Tina Maze, Slovenia, 2 minutes 16.36 sec-
onds (1:06.49-1:09.87).

2. Karen Putzer, Italy, 2:16.58
(1:06.66-1:09.92).

3. Martina Ertl, Germany, 2:17.29
(1:07.33-1:09.96).

4. Anja Paerson, Sweden, 2:17.48
(1:07.31-1:10.17).

5. Julia Mancuso, United States, 2:17.58
(1:07.57-1:10.01) 5. Nicole Hosp, Austria,
2:17.58 (1:07.13-1:10.45.

7. Tanja Poutiainen, Finland, 2:17.59
(1:07.12-1:10.47).

8. Anna Ottosson, Sweden, 2:17.61
(1:07.49-1:10.12).

9. Lindsey Kildow, United States, 2:17.99
(1:07.77-1:10.22).

10. Allison Forsyth, Canada, 2:18.10
(1:07.85-1:10.25).

Overall World Cup Standings
(After 22-of-34 Events)

1. Tanja Poutiainen, Finland, 842 points.
2. Renate Goetschl, Austria, 804.
3. Janica Kostelic, Croatia, 799.
4. Anja Paerson, Sweden, 756.
5. Michaela Dorfmeister, Austria, 727.
6. Lindsey Kildow, United States, 667.
7. Hilde Gerg, Germany, 594.
8. Marlies Schild, Austria, 497.
9. Tina Maze, Slovenia, 482.
10. Martina Ertl, Germany, 443.

World Cup Giant Slalom Standings
(After 6 Races)

1. Tanja Poutiainen, Finland, 381 points.
2. Anja Paerson, Sweden, 350.
3. Tina Maze, Slovenia, 328.
4, Karen Putzere, Italy, 200, 4. Maria Jose

Rienda Contreras, Spain, 184.

High school scoreboard

Villanova pulls shocker
against No. 2 Kansas

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Undefeat-
ed Kansas never stood a chance
once Allen Ray, Curtis Sumpter
and the rest of the spirited Vill-
anova Wildcats got rolling.

Sumpter sank five three-point-
ers and scored 25 points, Ray
made four threes and scored 27
and Villanova routed No. 2 Kan-
sas on Saturday 83-62.

The Wildcats (10-4) lost their
past two games on free throws in
the final seconds, but this one was
never really close. After holding a
seven-point lead at halftime, the
Wildcats went on a 15-2 run to

open the second half, gave up
three points, then reeled off 16
straight points.

Kansas coach Bill Self pulled
his starting lineup for about 6 min-
utes midway through the half. The
Jayhawks (14-1) never played like
they were one of the best teams in
the country, playing fast and loose
with the ball with bad decisions
and costly turnovers.

They had six turnovers during
Villanova’s 15-2 run and 22 over-
all. Wayne Simien scored 15
points and J.R. Giddens and
Sasha Kaun each had 11.

The Wildcats went 12-for-19
from three-point range.
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Alconbury 43, London Central 27
(Saturday at High Wycombe, England)

Alconbury 10 9 14 10-43
London Central 6 4 5 12-27
Top scorers-Alc: Carly Bascom 12; LC:

Anderson 17, Fabiola Ordonez 6.
Noteworthy-Shonder had 8 more assists

for Alconbury (5-1), which got 8 steals from
Bascom. Anderson led London Central (3-3)
with 4 rebounds.

Ansbach 42, Baumholder 27
(Friday at Ansbach)

Baumholder 5 9 4 9-27
Ansbach 15 10 7 10-42
Top scorers-Baum: Ashley Karayannis 9,

Tish Schelhas 6, Kandi Dyer 4, Shawntae
Price 4; Ansb: Keke Johnson 16, Brittney Brit-
ton 10, Alison Hazen 6, Alicia Contreras 6.

Noteworthy-Ansbach's Kate Alegado led
all rebounders with 12; her teammates Con-
treras and Hazen each added 8, while
Johnson made 5 steals. Karayannis snared
10 rebounds and Price 5 for Baumholder.

JV-Baumholder 15, Ansbach 2.
Ansbach 46, Baumholder 19

(Saturday at Ansbach)
Baumholder 4 5 3 7-19
Ansbach 18 4 8 16-46
Top scorers-Baum: Schelhas 7, Price 5;

Ansb: Britton 13, Contreras 12, Johnson 8.
Noteworthy-Britton also had 12 rebounds

and 5 assists. Hazen grabbed 13 rebounds
and Contreras 8 for Ansbach (7-0 overall, 2-0
in III-South). Ansbach also got 3 assists and
3 steals from Johnson.

JV-Baumholder 23, Ansbach 6.
Hohenfels 42, Bamberg 33

(Friday at Bamberg)
Hohenfels 4 7 8 23-42
Bamberg 4 13 10 6-33
Top scorers-Hoh: Ashley Gauss 13, Erin

Small 9, Vanesia Turner 9, Mica Nicholson 8;
Bamb: Jasmine Wallace 14, Dianniah Mathis
10, Jessica Mayfield 7.

Italy
Naples 47, Aviano 42

(Friday at Aviano)
Naples 8 19 7 13-47
Aviano 1 11 14 16-42
Top scorers-Napl: Mikal Willmer 13, Renna

Damon 11, Michelle Aguila 8, Michelle Brown
8; Avi: Kassie Mangosin 14, Cherie McNeely
11.

Noteworthy-McNeely had 12 rebounds.
Naples 37, Aviano 33
(Saturday at Aviano)

Naples 8 12 2 15-37
Aviano 7 10 5 11-33
Top scorers-Napl: Willmer 17, Brown 8;

Avi: Mangosing 11, Mavis Sanders 11, Mc-
Neely 7.

Noteworthy-Brown pulled down 12 re-
bounds and Willmer 11 for Naples. Aviano
fell to 4-2 and 4-1 in ASIL play.

Sigonella 47, AOSR 0
(Friday at American Overseas School of

Rome; score by quarters unavailable)
Top scorers-Sig: Whitney Lynch 24; AOSR

unavailable.
Sigonella 85, AOSR 8

(Saturday at AOSR; score by quarters un-
available)

Top scorers-Sig: Liz Lally 25; AOSR unavail-
able.

Vicenza 46, Milan 45
(Friday at Milan; details unavailable)

Milan 42, Vicenza 28
(Saturday at Milan; details unavailable.

Nonconference
ISB 47, SHAPE 23

(Wednesday at SHAPE, Belgium)
Int'l. Sch. of Brussels 12 15 12 8-47
SHAPE 2 6 7 8-23
Top scorers-ISB: Anneliese Brinkman 14,

Caelen Crotty 14, Megan Gibson 11; SHP: J.
Shelton 6, Ashley McGee 6.

Noteworthy-Kearney had 11 more re-
bounds for SHAPE, which got 6 steals from
Maria Shelton and 5 each from Trish Putt-
mann and Ashley McGee. Gibson led ISB
with 10 rebounds.

JV-ISB 37, SHAPE 36 (OT).
Iceland 52, Sanderdi 12

(Friday at Keflavik, Iceland; game ended
with 6 minutes to play by DODDS-Europe
40-point courtesy rule)

Sangerdi 0 8 0 4-12
Iceland 20 12 13 7-52
Top scorers-Sangerdi (local club team) un-

available; Ice: Kathleen Cruz 13, Tierra Lewis
12, Channessa Roundtree 12, Candise Apling
10.

Kaiserslautern 51, Mannheim 30
(Friday at Mannheim)

Kaiserslautern 10 13 7 21-51
Mannheim 11 6 8 5-30

Top scorers-Kais: Bianca Gerena-Perez 20;
Mann: Kelsey Chavarria 10, Amanda Knox 7.

Noteworthy-Kaiserslautern (6-0) got 11 re-
bounds from Gerena-Perez and 8 rebounds
and 4 steals by Lynndsey Hyter. Mannheim
(6-2) got 10 rebounds from Chavarria and 7
steals from Knox.

JV-Mannheim 29, Kaiserslautern 26.

Wrestling
(All meets were Saturday)

Wiesbaden pentagonal
Team scoring-Heidelberg 198, Wiesbaden

128, Lakenheath 120, Ansbach 102, AFNORTH
68.

103 pounds-1, Chris Toner (Heid); 2, Chris
Spencer (Wies); 3, Robert DeCarlos (Wies).

112-1, Kyle Tyree (Lake); 2, Judy Brenneka
(Ansb); 3, John Hoffman (Heid).

119-1, Michael Zachar (Heid); 2, Daniel Rob-
erts (Ansb); 3, Chris Higgins (Wies).

125-1, Andrew Moon (Heid); 2, Brandon
Foster (Wies); 3, Jake Bell (Lake).

130-1, Adam Johnson (Heid); 2, Craig Camp-
bell (Lake); 3, Lance Beissner (Lake).

135-1, Sean Whitten (Lake); 2, Steven
Ponte (Wies); 3, Mike Kincaid (Heid).

140-1, Hayden Baker (Lake); 2, Andrew
Hoffman (Heid); 3, Phillip Turner (Wies).

145-1, Tony Gagnon (Wies); 2, Christian
Grimm (Ansb); 3, Nathaniel Ford (AFN).

152-1, Jordan Yakana (Heid); 2, Jared Wa-
ters (AFN); 3, Andrew Aelong (Heid).

160-1, Elliott Boltz (Heid); 2, Matt Alex-
ander (Wies); 3, Craig Horman (Lake).

171-1, Rex Ely (Heid); 2, Jeremy Paulson
(Ansb); 3, Paul Hurley (Wies).

189-1, Chad Abramson (Wies); 2, Adam
Golden (Ansb); 3, Phillip Johnson (Heid)

215-1, Mike Ewing (Ansb); 2, Dan Lozano
(Ansb); 3, Chris Garcia (Wies).

275-1, Greg Surpris (Wies); 2, Daniel Dan-
tas (Heid).

Bitburg hexagonal
Team scoring-Bitburg 181, Kaisersalutern

110, Menwith Hill 101, The American School
in London 84, Bamberg 53.5, SHAPE 43.

103 pounds-1, Peter McKechnie (ASL); 2,
Ryan Singelton (Bitb); 3, Stephen Gillespie
(Kais); 4, Onyeuwa Fry (Bamb).

112-1, Daniel Brunal (Bitb); 2. Seth Romero
(MH); 3. Shannon Sukat (Bitb).

119-1, Daniel McElroy (Bamb); 2. Harrison
Hays (Kais); 3. Jessica Greenough (Bitb).

125-1, Jamie Jung (Kais); 2. Jesse Best
(MH); 3, Scott Meachom (Bitb).

130-1, Anthony Messina (Bitb); 2, Bradley
George (Kais); 3. Ray Younger (MH); 4, Chris
Brew (MH).

135-1, Doug O'Meara (SHP); 2, Daniel Her-
ring (Bamb); 3, Simon Arnold (Bitb); 4, Kol-
ton McMahon (ASL).

140-1, Devon Gardner (Bitb); 2, Jamie
Watts (Bitb); 3, Ashik Jagtiani (ASL); 4, Grant
Konklin (MH).

145-1, David Vilanova (Bitb); 2, Ian Lange
(MH); 3, Daniel Renauld (Bitb); 4, David
Greene (Kais).

152-1, Shawn Renaud (Bitb); 2, Adam Wor-
rell (Bamb); 3, Alex Higgins (ASL); 4, Kyle
Fluker (Bitb).

160-1, Jonas Jensen (Bitb); 2, Henry Marsh
(ASL); 3, 3. Jose Tovar (Bitb).

171-1, Madison Hays (Kais); 2, Lance Hoff-
man (Bitb).

215-1, Richard Rendon (SHP); 2, Alex Laziri-
dis (ASL); 3. Pedro Rodriguez (MH); 4, Tho-
mas Rands (ASL).

275-1, Troy Price (Kais).
Ramstein pentagonal

Team scoring-Ramstein 236.5, London Cen-
tral 79, Baumholder 64, Giessen 54, Alcon-
bury 24.

103 pounds-None.
112-None.
119-1, David Crow (Baum); 2, Ryan Gough

(Rams); 3, Jordan Borino (Rams).
125-1, Michael Walker (Baum); 2, Jake Rus-

sell (LC); 3, Jonathan Stimmell (LC).
130-1, Noah Sheppard (Rams); 2, Jonathan

Scott (LC); 3, Chris Williams (Gies).
135-1, Coty Reinhart (Rams); 2, Michael

Kane (Rams); 3, Brett Rogers (Rams).
140-1, Jose Figueroa (Rams); 2, Matt Kesler

(LC); 3, Michael Smith (Baum).
145-1, Karl Saucier (Rams); 2, David Lock

(Rams); 3, Kyle Lucas (Alc).
152-1, Logan Rainforth (Rams); 2, Matt

Lane (Rams); 3 Yvan Azucena (LC).
160-1, Joel Smith (Rams); 2, Sean

McLachlan (Rams); 3, Luis Alvin (Alc).
171-1, K.C. Brown (Gies); 2, Eric Oyan

(Rams); 3, Jesse Tate (LC).
189-1, John Winston (Rams); 2, Matthew

Domko (Gies); 3, Ignacio Suarez (Baum).
215-1, Cole Maxey (Rams); 2, Ivan Linatoc

(LC); 3, Michael Brown (Gies).
275-None.
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State of frenzy in Penn.
Two NFL teams, two title games — and no middle ground

Eagles RB
Brian Westbrook

AFC & NFC championship games: Atlanta Falcons at Philadelphia Eagles & New England Patriots at Pittsburgh Steelers

AP PHOTOS; PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY MORGAN LOOSLI/Stars and Stripes

BY ALAN ROBINSON

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH

I
n Pennsylvania, either
you’re an Eagles fan or a
Steelers fan — not both.
This year, however, the

road to the Super Bowl in Jackson-
ville runs along the Pennsylvania
Turnpike.

Twirl a Steelers Terrible Towel
east of state capitol Harrisburg,
and you’re liable to get it
wrapped around your neck.

Wear a green No. 5 Donovan
McNabb jersey west of State Col-
lege, and you risk being doused
with a Rolling Rock.

This clash of styles and loyal-
ties comes to a head Sunday when
two NFL conference champion-
ship games will be played in the
same state on the same day, with
kickoffs 3½ hours apart.

This is the first time a state has
hosted both conference title
games in the same season, and
it’s fitting that it’s happening in
Pennsylvania, the site of the ac-
knowledged first pro football
game (in Pittsburgh) 113 years
ago and a hotbed for the sport al-
most ever since.

Ordinarily, this would be a
tricky political football for most
constituent-conscious governors,
but not Pennsylvania’s Ed Ren-
dell.

The former Philadelphia
mayor will do what he always
does on a football Sunday —
watch the Eagles, cheer wildly,
then appear on Comcast Sports-
Net’s postgame show and offer
analysis, this time for the Fal-
cons-Eagles NFC championship
game.

On the opposite side of the
state, the Steelers will face the
New England Patriots for the
AFC championship, but Pitts-
burghers must be content with
the governor’s well wishes —
though he attended last week-
end’s Jets-Steelers game. Rendell
is firmly sided with the Eagles,
and will stay that way even if the
two Keystone State teams face off
in the Super Bowl in Jacksonville,
Fla., on Feb. 6.

Politics is important to Rendell,
but this is football, and there is
nothing politically correct about
football.

“If I really felt it was important
to the outcome of the game or im-
portant to the emotional psyche
of the people of the Pittsburgh
area ... I would go,” he said. “But I
don’t have that inflated opinion of
myself.”

Plus he’s an Eagles fan, and
that’s that. There is no middle
ground in this state of frenzy.

Bridget Healy, 33, of suburban

McCandless Township is supersti-
tious beyond reason. She dons a
Terrible Towel atop her head for
every game — wearing it forward
when the Steelers have the ball,
backward when they’re on de-
fense, crocheting wildly all the
while to calm her nerves.

“I can take it off [only] on com-
mercials and at halftime,” she
said.

Of course, the fan bases for
both teams extend far beyond the
commonwealth’s border — espe-
cially that of the Steelers, whose
national identity has rivaled that
of the Packers and Cowboys since
they won four Super Bowls in six
years during the 1974-79 seasons.

Steelers rookie quarterback
Ben Roethlisberger’s No. 7 jersey
is the NFL’s top seller worldwide,
and there are far more Steel-
ers-related items for sale on eBay
than for any other team.

“That’s what’s great about play-
ing with the Steelers — wherever
you go, you kind of feel like
you’re playing at home,” Steelers
wide receiver Hines Ward said.

Visiting teams certainly don’t
feel that way in Pittsburgh or Phil-
adelphia. Vikings quarterback
Daunte Culpepper complained
some rambunctious Philly fans
harassed family members and
spit on them during the Eagles’

27-14 divisional playoff victory
last Sunday.

“The hysteria among the two
cities is pretty equal,” said Steel-
ers wide receiver Sean Morey,
who played for Philadelphia from
2001-03. “They live and die with
their teams. In Pittsburgh they
bleed gold and black and in Phila-
delphia they bleed green. It’s actu-
ally kind of a treat to be in situa-
tions in my career where I’ve
played on teams where the fans
care so much.”

Steelers and Eagles fans are
considered among the most loyal
and knowledgeable, as the play-
ers soon realize. Roethlisberger,
whose 14-0 record is unprecedent-
ed for a rookie quarterback, was
taken aback during one of his ini-
tial Pittsburgh shopping trips
when fans came up offering unso-
licited advice.

“There are Steelers fans every-
where,” Roethlisberger said.

“Hopefully, we can continue to
impress them and keep them on
our side.”

Good idea in Pennsylvania,
where all this fervency has creat-
ed perceptible angst. The Eagles
have lost three consecutive NFC
title games, the past two at home,
and their fans — confident as
they are — dread the thought of
another loss for a franchise that

last won an NFL championship in
1960.

“I would say it’s one of the most
hostile environments I think a
player can play in because the
fans are rude as hell, the crowd is
definitely behind their Eagles
and it’s just a situation where it’s
you against them,” Falcons run-
ning back Warrick Dunn said.

“No disrespect to our fans, but
the fans in Philly are a little bit dif-
ferent.”

There’s a similar feeling in
Pittsburgh, which last celebrated
a Super Bowl victory 25 years
ago. This is the fifth time since
1995 the Steelers have hosted the
AFC title game, but they won only
one of the previous four.

No wonder Bill Cowher, the
most tenured of current NFL
coaches in his 13th season,
doesn’t talk about winning One
for the Thumb — the Steelers’ ral-
lying cry since they first began
looking for a fifth Super Bowl title
after the 1979 season.

“I’m looking for any finger, per-
sonally,” he said, displaying a
right hand barren of jewelry.
“They’re all open.”

Until one of its teams wins the
Super Bowl, Pennsylvania can be
called the state of anxiety. And,
even if it happens, only part of the
state will be pleased.

“There’s a similar sense of ur-
gency in both cities,” Morey said.

Steelers LB Joey Porter

Sunday, January 23, 2005 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 33



BY DAVE GOLDBERG

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — When Tom
Brady started the AFC champion-
ship game here three years ago,
he was a second-year quarter-
back who had barely gotten on
the field as a rookie.

So he knows what Ben Roethlis-
berger faces when the Pittsburgh
Steelers play the New England Pa-
triots in Sunday’s conference title
game.

“It was my second year but my
first year as a player,” Brady re-
called. “My rookie year there’s no
way I could have done what he
did. I was awful. I couldn’t do any-
thing.”

The Patriots are seeking their
third NFL title in four years.

And they enter the game as the
favorite even though they lost to
the Steelers 34-20 on Oct. 31 and
Pittsburgh has won 15 consecu-
tive games.

Why are they favored over a
team New England coach Bill Be-
lichick and his players repeatedly
call “the best team in the NFL?”

Maybe it’s because the guys
who make the odds and the public
that lays down the money has
more confidence in Brady’s two
Super Bowl MVP trophies than in
Roethlisberger, whose two inter-
ceptions in his first postseason
game last week against the New
York Jets almost led to Pitts-
burgh’s elimination.

However, Big Ben’s season has
been the most successful ever for

a rookie quarterback. In Brady’s
eyes, Roethlisberger is already
all grown up.

“I wish I didn’t lose a game this
year,” Brady said. “Maybe I
should get some pointers from
him.”

Roethlisberger became a start-
er in the third game after Tommy
Maddox was hurt in a loss in Balti-
more — the Steelers’ only defeat
of the season. He went on to shat-
ter the record for consecutive vic-
tories (six) by a rookie QB, win-
ning 14 straight and becoming
the first quarterback to be voted
offensive rookie of the year. At
that position, rookies either strug-
gle or sit.

There were different expecta-
tions when each arrived in the
NFL.

Brady was a sixth-round pick
after starting at Michigan only in
his senior year.

As a rookie in 2000, he threw
three passes, completing one for
6 yards and was considered a
long-range project — at best. He
was behind Drew Bledsoe, seem-
ingly locked into the starter’s
spot; veteran journeyman John
Friesz, and the much more athlet-
ic Michael Bishop.

But he moved up to No. 2 be-
hind Bledsoe the next year and be-
came the starter when Bledsoe
was injured in the second game.
He went on to lead the Patriots to
a Super Bowl victory and was
voted the game’s MVP after lead-
ing a last-minute drive that led to
Adam Vinatieri’s game-winning
field goal.

Brady was MVP again last year
in a 32-29 victory over Carolina
and is often compared to Joe Mon-
tana because of his calm under
pressure. Neither was a
first-round pick (Montana was a
third-rounder) and neither has
the powerful arm of John Elway,
Dan Marino — or Roethlisberger
for that matter.

Roethlisberger, a mobile 6 feet
5, 241 pounds, was a first-round
pick, 11th overall from Miami of
Ohio and the third quarterback
taken last April after Eli Manning
and Philip Rivers.

He got his chance right away,
but broke in slowly as the defense
and running backs Duce Staley
and Jerome Bettis carried the
team.

But he performed when he had
to, leading late drives to beat Dal-
las and Jacksonville and his pass-
er rating of 98.1 was fifth in the
NFL behind only Peyton Man-
ning, Daunte Culpepper, Drew
Brees and Donovan McNabb.

“It’s not like he is 14th in the
league or anything,” Belichick
says. “He is up there at the top
with and above a lot of guys who
have a lot more experience. I

don’t think he is just a guy to
stand there and hand the ball off
to Bettis and Staley. He makes
plenty of plays himself in that of-
fense.”

But that was before last week.
Against the Jets, Roethlisberg-

er had an interception returned
for a touchdown. He threw anoth-
er that gave New York a shot at a
game-winning field goal — Doug
Brien missed from 43 yards and
the Steelers ended up winning in
overtime. Meanwhile, the Patri-
ots shut down Peyton Manning
and high-scoring Indianapolis
20-3 in the snow at Foxboro with
Brady his usual efficient but un-
spectacular self.

Sunday’s game will be a test of
Roethlisberger’s resilience — he
says it took just 10 minutes to put
last week’s game behind him. (It
would have been a lot longer had
the Steelers lost).

“You can’t afford to feel like a
rookie,” he said. “If I go out and
play like a rookie this week like I
did last week, we’ll definitely lose
the game.”

Brady had his ups and downs in
his first playoff season — his
“rookie” year as a starter.

In his first postseason game, he
“fumbled” in the snow of Foxboro
with the Patriots trailing Oakland
by 3 points in the final minutes.
But the fumble was negated by
the infamous “tuck rule” replay,
the Patriots tied it and Brady was
6-for-6 in overtime to set up a
game-winning field goal by Vi-
natieri.

SEE QBs ON PAGE 35

How the Patriots
and Steelers match up:
PITTSBURGH — Matchups for Sunday’s
AFC championship game between the New
England Patriots and the Pittsburgh Steel-
ers:

WHEN THE PATRIOTS HAVE THE BALL
Steelers QB Ben Roethlisberger (7) has an

unequaled 14-0 record to start his career,
but Tom Brady’s (12) 7-0 playoff record is
even more impressive. Brady, the two-time
Super Bowl MVP, lacks the Pro Bowl receiv-
ers Peyton Manning and Roethlisberger
throw to, but makes up for it with his deci-
sion-making skills and ability to spread the
ball around. Ten players — nearly one-quar-
ter New England’s active roster that day —
caught passes against the Colts last week-
end.
Corey Dillon (28), an import from play-

off-allergic Cincinnati, gives the Patriots the
big-play, big-yardage back they lacked dur-
ing last season’s Super Bowl run. He was
third in the league with 1,635 yards. He
missed the Patriots’ 34-20 loss in Pittsburgh
on Oct. 31 with a thigh injury, and the effect
was obvious — New England’s six rushing at-
tempts tied for the fewest in an NFL game
since 1933. Dillon had only two 100-yard
games in 13 starts against Pittsburgh with
Cincinnati, and none in his last seven. If he
can break some runs early against the NFL’s
top-ranked rushing defense, the Steelers
will be forced to bring disruptive Pro Bowl S
Troy Polamalu (43) down to the line of scrim-
mage, which could create holes in a second-
ary that has been suspect all season but has
yet to have a bad game. The Patriots also
must control Pro Bowl LB Joey Porter (55),
who sacked Brady three times.
Much has been made of New England’s

ability to adapt without injured CBs Ty Law
and Tyrone Poole, yet the Steelers have
done the same thing without injured NT
Casey Hampton and LB Kendrell Bell (97),
their top two run stuffers. Bell hasn’t played
in nearly two months and won’t start Sun-
day. NT Chris Hoke (76) sat for three years
without playing a game, but has been so
solid the Patriots may need to support sec-
ond-year C Dan Koppen (67) with an extra
blocker to defend him.

WHEN THE STEELERS HAVE THE BALL
The matchup of the game. If Roethlisberg-

er attempts the off-balance, ill-conceived

throws that led to two interceptions by the
Jets — one for a touchdown — the Steelers
almost certainly can’t win. But Big Ben has
been remarkably resilient, often rebounding
from poor games with excellent ones. He
looked neither unsettled nor confused while
throwing for 196 yards and two touchdowns
against New England’s depleted secondary,
which still uses WR Troy Brown (80) as a
nickel back and just signed CB Hank Poteat
(31) out of a Pitt classroom; he hadn’t
played all season until last weekend.
Plaxico Burress (80)made two touchdown

catches in the first quarter of the earlier
game, when Roethlisberger quickly realized
the injured Law was out and immediately
targeted rookie replacement Randall Gay
(21). Patriots coach Bill Belichick and defen-
sive coordinator Romeo Crennel will con-
coct some innovations for Roethlisberger,
but Steelers coach Bill Cowher said New En-
gland’s schemes are no more complex than
any other Roethlisberger has seen.
And Burress, Pro BowlWR Hines Ward (86)

and speedy slot receiver Antwaan Randle El
(82) create matchup problems for Gay, safe-
ty-turned-cornerback Asante Samuel (22),
Earthwind Moreland (29) and Brown.
Still, the Steelers offense has been slowed

of late, with only seven touchdowns in
seven games. Roethlisberger has seven in-
terceptions and four touchdowns in four
games after throwing 12 TD passes and only
four interceptions in his first 10 starts.
The Steelers badly need power backs Jer-

ome Bettis (35), who has seven 100-yard
games in as many starts, and Duce Staley
(22), healthy again after a long hamstring in-
jury layoff, to pound the Patriots again. Sta-
ley had 125 yards and Bettis 65 in the Hallow-
een game behind the league’s most physical
offensive line. Led by All-Pros Alan Faneca
(66) and Jeff Hartings (64), the line is the
only one in the league to start every game
this season with the same five-man unit.
New England will be at a big disadvantage

if disruptive DE Richard Seymour (93) can’t
go because of a sore knee.
Outside linebackers Willie McGinest (55)

andMike Vrabel (50) likely will be needed in
run support, and playmaking LB Tedy Brus-
chi (54)will spend considerable time dealing
with run-block specialist fullback Dan Kre-
ider (35).

SPECIAL TEAMS
Special teams decided New England’s

24-17 victory in the January 2002 AFC title
game in Pittsburgh, when Brown scored on

a punt return through themiddle of the Steel-
ers’ coverage and the Patriots also scored
on a blocked field-goal attempt. Last week,
three defenders overran the Jets’ Santana
Moss on a 75-yard punt return score — the
first against Pittsburgh since Brown’s.
Maybe that wasn’t a surprise; there were
punt return scores in each of the Steelers’
last four home playoff games, three by the
opposition.
The kickers are two of the AFC’s best:
All-Pro Adam Vinatieri (4), the master of the
game-winning field goal, and Pittsburgh’s
underrated Jeff Reed (3), who has made a
team record-tying 19 in a row, including the
game-winning 33-yarder against the Jets.
The Steelers know Patriots punter Josh
Miller (8); they let him go in a surprise move
last winter to sign Chris Gardocki (17).
Gardocki has never had one blocked in
1,045 regular-season attempts. Gardocki’s
net average (37.4) was much higher than
Miller’s 33.7. Randle El is a dangerous return-
er and had a punt return touchdown against
Cleveland in a playoff game after the 2002
season.

COACHING
Build around defense and a play-action
quarterback who limits his mistakes, strong
special teams and a team-is-everything con-
cept — it’s worked great in New England,
and the Steelers have adopted the same ap-
proach. It’s why Brown plays both ways for
New England and why Bettis and Staley
share a job in Pittsburgh without dissent.
The most intriguing coaching-staff match-
up is first-year Steelers offensive coordina-
tor Ken Whisenhunt, in his first champion-
ship game, against Belichick-Crennel. Con-
versely, there’s plenty of experience as
Notre Dame-bound Charlie Weis’ Patriots of-
fense opposes Steelers zone blitz king Dick
LeBeau, who, at age 67 and with more than
40 years in the league as a player and coach,
is still looking for his first NFL champion-
ship.

INTANGIBLES
Heinz Field is one of the toughest and loud-
est venues for a visiting team, and the Steel-
ers are 9-0 there this season. Never before
has an NFL playoff game featured two
teams that each were on such long runs dur-
ing the same season. The Steelers ended the
Patriots’ record 21-game winning streak,
and now the Patriots can end Pittsburgh’s
15-game run, which ties New England’s own
2003 streak as the second-longest in a sea-
son to Miami’s 17 in a row in 1972.
— By Alan Robinson, The Associated Press

Patriots QB, two-time Super Bowl MVP, excelled when he got in lineup

KRT

New England Patriots QB Tom

Brady (12), a sixth-round draft

pick, capitalized on his opportuni-

ty to play when Drew Bledsoe was

injured early in the 2001 season.

AP

Pittsburgh Steelers QB Ben Ro-

ethlisberger has won his first 14

starts, an NFL record for a rookie.

He’s also the first QB to be cho-

sen offensive rookie of the year.

Brady has been in Roethlisberger’s shoes
AFC championship game - New England Patriots at Pittsburgh Steelers - 12:30 a.m. CET Monday; AFN-Atlantic, Pacific, Radio
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BY DAVE GOLDBERG

The Associated Press

The Pittsburgh Steelers got
some extra motivation when odds
were released for the AFC cham-
pionship game: They were
3-point underdogs to New En-
gland despite having the NFL’s
best record, despite being at
home and despite having beaten
the Patriots.

Some were surprised by the
perceived slight, given that Pitts-
burgh carries a 15-game winning
streak into Sunday.

The Steelers love it, though.
What’s better than being able to
trot the old “We get no respect”
line? In other words, no one wants
to be the favorite.

“They deserve it,” Pittsburgh
cornerback Chad Scott says.

“They’re the champions. They
played very well against the Colts
and we just barely beat the Jets.
That’s why they’re favored.”

True, though the odds seem to
ignore the Steelers’ 34-20 victory
over the Patriots on Oct. 31. Then
again, the Patriots played that
game without Corey Dillon, who
ran for 144 yards against India-
napolis last weekend.

This is the first time the visiting
team is favored in the AFC title
game since the 1997 season,
when Denver was favored by 2½
at Pittsburgh. The Broncos won
24-21 and went on to win the
Super Bowl.

Minnesota was a 2-point road
favorite against the New York Gi-
ants four years ago in the NFC
and that didn’t work very well:
The Giants won 41-0.

In Patriots-Steelers, the spread
reflects the quarterbacks.

Tom Brady has been the Super
Bowl MVP in two of his three sea-
sons as New England’s starter,
while the Steelers’ Ben Roethlis-
berger is a rookie whose two inter-
ceptions almost did in his team
last week against the Jets.

Yes, Roethlisberger is 14-0, far
better than any rookie quarter-
back ever fared in the league, and
he was a unanimous choice for
NFL Offensive Rookie of the
Year. But “rookie” and “champi-
onship” are words that don’t
mesh. And yes, the Patriots’ party
line about Pittsburgh is, “We’re

playing the best team in the
league.”

Not until proven otherwise. ...
PATRIOTS, 20-19.

Atlanta (plus 5) at Philadel-
phia: The Eagles demonstrated in
their win over Minnesota last
week that they don’t need Terrell
Owens to be effective on offense.
That game also showed why Phila-
delphia lost its third straight NFC
title game last season — they
didn’t have Brian Westbrook,
who like Owens is a threat from
anywhere on the field.

The Falcons have a guy like
that, too.

His name is Michael Vick and
he plays quarterback with his
legs as much as with his arm. In
fact, he might be the answer to
the Eagles’ blitzes: They might be
able to get by blockers, but Vick

is an escape artist like no one
else.

Still, no one man can beat Phila-
delphia by himself. And Donovan
McNabb is a pretty good escape
artist at QB for the Eagles.

The Eagles probably have the
most to fear from their own
psyche — those three straight
losses have their fans scared. But
Philadelphia should win this one,
especially if it snows, as is fore-
cast. The Falcons are an indoor
team, and indoor teams have trou-
ble in elements (see, Minnesota
above).

Unless Vick is even more slip-
pery on slippery footing.

Probably not. ... EAGLES,
24-13.

Last week: 3-1 (spread), 3-1
(straight up).

Playoffs: 5-3 (spread), 4-4
(straight up).

BY ALAN ROBINSON

The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — If Duce Sta-
ley needed a team that could sym-
pathize with his three consecu-
tive NFC championship game
losses, the Pittsburgh Steelers
were it.

When Staley moved cross-state
from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh
as a free agent early last year, he
went from one team determined
to prove it wasn’t a big-game fail-
ure to another.

The Steelers are 1-3 since 1995
as a home-field favorite in AFC
championships — a record not
quite as bad as the Eagles’, but
close. No wonder the Eagles, who
play Atlanta on Sunday, and the
Steelers are desperate to avoid a
fourth loss each as they play host
to the two conference title games.

“He’s focused in on this game,”
running back Jerome Bettis said
of Staley’s role in Sunday’s Patri-
ots-Steelers AFC championship.
“He thinks it’s his best opportuni-
ty.”

Staley, a three-time 1,000-yard
rusher in Philadelphia, left after
his carries were cut by two-thirds
last season amid a three-back ro-
tation. He was Pittsburgh’s prima-
ry runner when the season start-
ed, with four 100-yard games in a
five-game stretch before he in-
jured a hamstring Oct. 31 against
New England.

Bettis, the No. 5 rusher in NFL
history but mostly a goal-line spe-
cialist until Staley got hurt,
stepped in with seven 100-yard
games in as many starts.

Whatever disappointment Sta-
ley felt in at least temporarily los-
ing his job has been tempered by
his friendship with Bettis.

With the Super Bowl just one
victory away, he also doesn’t
want to disrupt an unimaginably
good season that has seen the
Steelers win a club-record 15 in a
row.

“This wouldn’t work on a lot of
teams — two guys that love the
ball, two guys that want the ball,
two guys that are competitive,”
Staley said.

To Bettis, it’s worked because
both have put their egos aside at
key moments: Bettis when he was
benched to start the season, Sta-
ley when Bettis remained the
starter even after Staley was
healthy again.

Staley had only 123 yards in
three games during the second
half of the season, but had 54
yards on 11 carries in Pitts-
burgh’s 20-17 overtime playoff
victory over the Jets on Saturday.
He took over in the fourth quarter
after Bettis developed leg
cramps.

The 255-pound Bettis will start
against New England, but coach
Bill Cowher said the 242-pound
Staley will play in the first half.

“You have two guys who under-
stand the situation and the gravi-
ty of it, who do not want to derail
the train because of egos,” Bettis
said.

Staley ran for 125 yards and
Bettis had 65 in Pittsburgh’s
34-20 victory Oct. 31 that ended
New England’s record 21-game
winning streak. The Steelers
again want to pound the two
power backs behind All-Pro line-
men Alan Faneca and Jeff Hart-
ings, to force the Patriots to com-
mit extra defenders to the run
and create opportunities for rook-
ie Ben Roethlisberger to throw.

“You really have to bring your

lunch when you tackle these guys
because they are so big,” Patriots
linebacker Tedy Bruschi said.

“We are going to have to stop
the run to win this game. They
are going to roll Bettis at us. They
are going to roll Staley at us.”

Getting the running game
going is the Steelers’ No. 1 priori-
ty, especially since Patriots star

Corey Dillon has three 100-yard
games in his past four starts. He
ran for 144 yards in a 20-3 victory
Sunday over the Colts.

Dillon “has provided an awful
lot to this team and an awful lot
for the offense,” quarterback
Tom Brady said. “Last week’s
game, he really controlled the
whole game with the way he ran
and the way those offensive line-
men blocked for him.”

Dillon missed the previous
game in Pittsburgh, with predict-
able results: The Steelers out-
rushed the Patriots 221-5, and
New England’s six rushing at-
tempts were the fewest for an
NFL team in 71 years.

Dillon had only two 100-yard
performances in 13 games
against the Steelers while with
Cincinnati, and none in his past
seven starts.

While the Steelers can return to
the Super Bowl for only the sec-
ond time in 25 years by winning,
Faneca said they can’t make up
for their 24-17 upset loss to New
England in the January 2002 AFC
title game in Pittsburgh.

“What’s payback?” Faneca
said. “They beat us, won the
Super Bowl and got Super Bowl
rings. Beyond meeting them back
at the bus, we can’t take their
rings.”

Being underdog is extra motivation for Pittsburgh

Steelers backs want
to atone for failures

NFL picks

QBs, FROM PAGE 34

The next week in Pittsburgh,
he injured his ribs in the first half
against the Steelers and Bledsoe
relieved him and threw for the Pa-
triots’ only offensive touchdown
in a 24-17 win. Brady was back
for the Super Bowl, led the Patri-
ots to an upset over St. Louis and
established himself as one of the
game’s top quarterbacks — not a
statistical machine, but a winner.

Both quarterbacks have a lot of
support, especially on defense.

The Patriots set a record with
21 straight wins — 18 in the regu-
lar season — before the loss in
Pittsburgh.

They have done it with every-
one on the roster making big
plays — especially Willie McGin-
est, Tedy Bruschi, Mike Vrabel
and Richard Seymour on defense
and Corey Dillon and five wide re-
ceivers on offense.

But when starters go down, oth-
ers step up — like wide receiver
Troy Brown, who had a punt re-
turn for a touchdown in the title
game in Pittsburgh three years
ago. Brown plays offense, special
teams and is a third cornerback
because both starters are out.

The Steelers averaged 154 rush-
ing yards a game in the regular
season, second in the league.
Their defense allowed the fewest
points and the fewest yards as
James Farrior had a career year
at linebacker and second-year
safety Troy Polamalu emerged as
a playmaker.

But quarterback is a glamour
position, so Brady and Roethlis-
berger are likely to get the credit.

Or blame.
“This business is about being

accountable,” Steelers coach Bill
Cowher said of Roethlisberger,
who made no excuses for last
week’s mistakes. “To admit when
you haven’t done well is not a sign
of weakness. It’s a sign of
strength. Sometimes you’re going
to have a bad game. But you learn
from it, you move on, you grow
from it.”

QBs: Brady,
Roethlisberger
pile up wins,
not statistics

AFC championship game - New England Patriots at Pittsburgh Steelers - 12:30 a.m. CET Monday; AFN-Atlantic, Pacific, Radio

Bettis, Staley both know feeling of
losing in conference championships

KRT

Pittsburgh Steelers running back Jerome Bettis (36) started the season

as a backup used in goal-line situations but rushed for at least 100

yards in each of his seven starts when Duce Staley was injured.

AP

Running back Duce Staley (22)

left the Philadelphia Eagles, los-

ers of three straight NFC title

games, for the Pittsburgh Steel-

ers, who since 1995 are 1-3 as a

home-field favorite in AFC champi-

onship games.
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How the Falcons
and Eagles match up:
PHILADELPHIA — Matchups for Sunday’s
NFC championship game between the Atlan-
ta Falcons and the Philadelphia Eagles:

WHEN THE FALCONS HAVE THE BALL
Atlanta is a run-first offense led by a quar-
terback who is more dangerous using his
legs than his arm. QB Michael Vick (7) had
902 yards on the ground, while the backfield
tandem of Warrick Dunn (28) and T.J. Duck-
ett (45) combined for 1,615 yards, giving the
Falcons the league’s most prolific rushing at-
tack during the regular season (167 yards
per game).
Dunn, who ran for 1,106 yards and nine
TDs, is a speedy, elusive back, while Duckett
(509 yards, 8 TDs) is a power runner.
The Falcons will try to exploit the Philadel-
phia defense, knowing its only weakness is
stopping the run. But the Eagles showed sig-
nificant improvement after Pro Bowl MLB
Jeremiah Trotter (54) reclaimed his starting
job midway through the season. Frigid tem-
peratures, windy conditions and a potential
snow storm also make it likely Atlanta will
stay on the ground.
Trotter and DTs Corey Simon (90), Darwin

Walker (97) and Hollis Thomas (78) are criti-
cal to slowing the run when the Falcons’ run-
ning backs get the ball. If Vick keeps it and
takes off, it’ll be up to DE Jevon Kearse (93)
and either FS Brian Dawkins (20) or SS Micha-
el Lewis (32) to contain him. Look for the Ea-
gles to use a spy— Kearse volunteered to do
it — on Vick in certain situations. But defen-
sive coordinator Jim Johnson doesn’t like to
designate one player to shadow the QB.
Philadelphia has a major edge in the pass-

ing matchups with an exceptional second-
ary that includes three Pro Bowl players:
Dawkins, Lewis and CB Lito Sheppard (26).
CB Sheldon Brown (24) also had an outstand-
ing season and CB Rod Hood (29) is solid in
nickel situations.
They’ll face a mediocre receiving corps in

which TE Alge Crumpler (83) poses the big-
gest threat.WRs Peerless Price (81) and Dez
White (89) combined for only 75 catches and
five TDs. Crumpler caught 48 passes for 774
yards and six TDs.
Vick is the X-factor, capable of sin-

gle-handedly turning the game in Atlanta’s
favor with his unique combination of speed,
quickness and escapablity. Vick threw for

only 82 yards in last weekend’s 47-17 rout of
St. Louis, but ran for 119. He’s already faced
the Eagles in the playoffs, a 20-6 loss in a sec-
ond-round matchup two years ago in which
he was held to 30 yards rushing.
Vick’s scrambling ability could negate

Philly’s pass rush of Kearse and Derrick Bur-
gess (56), and Johnson’s constant barrage
of blitzes.

WHEN THE EAGLES HAVE THE BALL
QB Donovan McNabb (5) excels at spread-

ing the ball around, keeping defenses off-bal-
ance. Even without his favorite target, in-
jured All-ProWR Terrell Owens (81), McNabb
has multiple options, including RB Brian
Westbrook (36).
Westbrook, who missed last year’s play-

offs with an injury, is a playmaker with the
ability to score each time he gets the ball.
He’ll get plenty of opportunities on handoffs
and passes, especially if he’s lined up
against a safety or a linebacker — a definite
mismatch that McNabb always tries to ex-
ploit.
Atlanta’s front four is led by Pro Bowl DE

Patrick Kerney (97), and DT Rod Coleman
(75) applies plenty of pressure. Like Vick, Mc-
Nabb is dangerous when he keeps the ball
and takes off, though he prefers to sit in the
pocket.
Without Owens, the Eagles’ receiving

corps is average. FreddieMitchell (84), start-
ing in Owens’ spot, had a big game against
the Vikings last week, and has caught three
TD passes in the last three games. If he
doesn’t shy away from a hit, Todd Pinkston
(87) can stretch the field, and Greg Lewis
(83) is emerging. McNabb also likes to use
TEs Chad Lewis (89) and L.J. Smith (82).
McNabb could have success throwing

against a secondary that includes CBs DeAn-
gelo Hall (21) and Jason Webster (36) and
safeties Bryan Scott (21) and Cory Hall (27).
The Falcons gave up 220.4 yards passing per
game, along with 19 TDs. But Atlanta’s de-
fense does a good job of denying the big
play and giving up most of its yards in the
middle of the field.
If the weather conditions neutralize the Ea-

gles’ passing attack, Westbrook is a superb
runner, though he’s carried the ball more
than 18 times just once in his career. Atlan-
ta’s run defense, centered around Pro Bowl
LB Keith Brooking (56), allowed just 105.1
yards per game.

SPECIAL TEAMS
Former Eagles returner Allen Rossum (20)

set an NFL record with 152 yards on three
punt returns against the Rams last week, in-

cluding a 68-yard TD. He also had one TD in
the regular season on a punt return, and av-
eraged 21.6 yards on kick returns.
Philadelphia rookie J.R. Reed (30) is a solid
kick returner, averaging 23.1 yards per re-
turn with a long of 66 yards. Dexter Wynn
(31) averaged 10.8 yards on punt returns.
The Eagles have an advantage in the kick-
ing game behind Pro Bowler David Akers (2).
The left-footer made 27 of 32 field goals, in-
cluding an NFL-record 17 from 40 yards or
longer. Atlanta’s Jay Feely (4) made just
three of six from 40 and beyond.
Philadelphia’s Dirk Johnson (8) was ahead
of Chris Mohr (13) in the punting rankings.
Johnson averaged 42.1 yards per punt, with
Mohr at 40.6.

COACHING
Atlanta’s rookie coach, Jim Mora, turned
around a 5-11 team that wasn’t nearly as
bad as its record last season, when Vick
missed 11 games with a broken leg. The son
of a former coach — the elder Jim Mora was
0-6 in the playoffs — Junior was born to
coach. He’s aggressive and a strong motiva-
tor, though a bit sensitive to criticism.
Andy Reid already is the winningest coach
in Eagles history, leading the team to the
playoffs in five of his six seasons. He took
over a dreadful 3-13 team in 1999 and com-
pletely remade the roster. A meticulous
coach who pays close attention to detail,
Reid is offensive-minded with a pass-first
philosophy. He’s one of several disciples of
Mike Holmgren.

INTANGIBLES
The Falcons are coming off a 30-point rout
of the Rams and have nothing to lose.
They’re 5-point underdogs and already have
advanced further than most expected when
the season began. “We’ve got the house
money,” Mora said.
After losing the last three NFC champion-
ship games, including the last two at home,
the Eagles have all the pressure.
Philadelphia hasn’t had a major league
champion since the 76ers won the NBA title
in 1983. The city is starved for a team to
bring home the crown, pinning all hopes on
its beloved football team. The players insist
they’re not uptight, but a loss would be dev-
astating.
The Eagles should get a strong boost from
the frenzied crowd at “The Linc,” where they
are 8-1. Bad weather should favor Philly, con-
sidering the Falcons play in a dome, but At-
lanta’s strong running game could offset the
elements.

— By Rob Maaddi, The Associated Press

HISTORY, FROM BACK PAGE

Last year, Carolina came to
Philadelphia, ignored the ele-
ments and stunned the Eagles
14-3. Two years ago, Tampa Bay
closed out Veterans Stadium with
a 27-10 win, its first playoff victo-
ry when the temperature was
under 40 degrees. In 2002, the Ea-
gles lost at St. Louis 29-24.

“This is a totally different team,
different players, different philos-
ophies,” said running back Brian
Westbrook, who missed last
year’s playoffs with an injury.
“We’re going in with a fresh atti-
tude and we’re ready to play.

“We have some pressure. We
put that pressure on ourselves be-
cause we want to win. Anytime
you expect a lot of success, you’re
going to put a little bit of pressure
on yourself. I don’t think as a
team we feel any pressure from
anybody else except from the peo-
ple that we have inside our own
locker room.”

The Eagles can’t afford to be up-
tight this time. They realize anoth-
er loss would be devastating for a
city that is starved for a winner.
Philly hasn’t celebrated a major
championship since the 76ers won
the NBA title in 1983, and the city
hasn’t had an NFL title since 1960.

Fans have pinned their hopes
on the beloved football team. But
considering how often teams
seem to come up short here, no
one is planning a parade down
Broad Street just yet.

“I want to win this for myself,
but I would love to see those peo-

ple have a great time after that
victory, because they have defi-
nitely supported us through some
real tough times when we were
trying to get to the position we’re
in,” Eagles All-Pro safety Brian
Dawkins said.

Atlanta fans know a little about
heartbreaking losses. The Braves
have won an unprecedented 13
consecutive division titles, but
only one World Series champion-
ship in that span.

The Falcons made it to the
Super Bowl five years ago, with
two players — Pro Bowl lineback-
er Keith Brooking and backup de-
fensive lineman Travis Hall — re-
maining from the team’s only
NFC title.

Atlanta upset the Vikings in
Minnesota to reach the 1999
Super Bowl, before losing to Den-
ver 34-19.

One stat working in the Falcons’
favor: Since 1990, the No. 1 seed is
just 8-6 in the NFC championship.

“It was great for them in ’98, but
that was still a long time ago and it
was a different team. We want to
go to the Super Bowl,” linebacker
Chris Draft said. “That’s our ulti-
mate goal. So if we don’t get there,
that’s not good enough.”

Same goes for the Eagles —
again.

BY STEVE SPRINGER

Los Angeles Times

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. — It
was a clash of wills that threat-
ened to tear apart the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers.

On one side was coach Jon
Gruden, once the boy wonder of
coaching, a renowned workaholic
so confident in his own philoso-
phy and methods that he walked
out on Al Davis, rather than sub-
mit to the Raider way.

On the other side was general
manager Rich McKay, whose
claim to fame in his younger
years was that he was the son of
legendary Southern Cal coach
John McKay.

Whom would you take? The
Glazer family, owners of the Buc-
caneers, cast their lot with
Gruden. Arthur Blank, owner of
the Atlanta Falcons, hired McKay
away in December 2003.

A year later, the Buccaneers,
winners of a Super Bowl only two
years ago, finished at the bottom
of their division — where they
had been through much of their
existence — having gone 5-11.

The Falcons, 5-11 and last in
their division a year ago, went
11-5 and will play the Eagles on
Sunday in Philadelphia in the
NFC championship game.

Is McKay just one lucky guy,
fortunate to be in the right place
at the right time?

Nobody around the Falcons, or
in the corridors of NFL headquar-
ters, thinks so. Nobody talks about
good fortune or coincidence when
McKay’s name comes up.

Having built a Super Bowl win-
ner in Tampa Bay and then rebuilt
the Falcons in one year, McKay
has an image so strong that, when
speculation turns to a possible suc-
cessor for NFL Commissioner
Paul Tagliabue, the first name on
most lists is Rich McKay’s.

“It doesn’t happen because the
guy was lucky,” said Reggie Rob-
erts, Falcons vice president of
communications. “It happened be-
cause the guy is in charge of foot-
ball operations and knows what
he is doing.”

McKay isn’t about to get into a
public feud with Gruden, and he’s
not about to pat himself on the
back, either.

“It’s nice to hear some of the
things people say, but I just feel
very fortunate to be here,” he said.

Having co-founded Home
Depot, and then spent an estimat-
ed $545 million to buy the Falcons,
Blank knows about high finance.
But he also knows that what he
doesn’t know is football personnel.

“I knew the best thing I could
do was to hire the right people,”
Blank said. “I know where I be-
long.”

Not in the general manager’s
chair, making trades or picking
draft choices. So Blank began his
search for someone who could ef-
fectively fill that seat.

“The name that constantly sur-
faced as being one of the tops in
the league was Rich McKay,”
Blank said.

Thus began a long courtship.
When Gruden was hired, with-

out McKay’s being consulted,
McKay started to talk seriously
with Blank.

It soon became increasingly ob-
vious that he and Gruden had dif-
ferent views of the future.

“I’m not going to badmouth
him, but his approach and mine
were very different,” McKay said.
“Where the franchise was going
philosophically didn’t fit in with
my vision. He had done a great
job as coach of getting us over the
top. I thought it was better if the
general manager moved on.”

Having inherited the league’s
worst defense, McKay signed Jim
Mora Jr., who had never been a
head coach, but had been a defen-
sive specialist as an assistant.

Under McKay, the Falcons got
rid of several players who they
said lacked the right attitude, and
switched from a 3-4 to a 4-3 defen-
sive alignment. Atlanta went on to
lead the league in sacks for the
first time in its history and moved
up to 14th in defense this season.

There were 25 new names on
this year’s roster, but the biggest
change, says one organization fig-
ure after another, is the attitude.

And the 45-year-old McKay.
Said Roberts, “He’s super

smart, with an Ivy League (Prince-
ton) education, but he never puts
on a face that says, ‘I’m smarter
than you.’ He can mix with corpo-
rate CEOs, but he can also be one
of the boys and that’s what en-
dears him to the players.”

And to Blank.
“The important thing is not just

the rings and the champion-
ships,” the Falcon owner said.
“It’s also who was in the boat with
you, who was paddling beside
you. At the end of the day, we are
all human beings.”

After rift with Gruden, GM turned Atlanta into a winner

History: Title
games haunt
Philadelphia

AP

The Eagles’ Brian Dawkins says,

“I want to win this for myself.”

McKay key to Falcons’ fortunes

NFC championship game - Atlanta Falcons at Philadelphia Eagles - 9 p.m. CET Sunday; AFN-Atlantic, Pacific, Radio
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“He’s the kind of player that if
you break down and try to do any-
thing, he’ll make you look so silly,”
Kearse said. “He’ll leave you right
there looking so silly. In a lot of sit-
uations, we’re hoping to try to run
through and make him pick a side,
and hopefully the rest of our de-
fense will be in pursuit to do what-
ever to contain him or stop him.

“Hopefully, we’ll be able to
match up speed with speed. I’m
not saying in any way that I’m
faster than Vick, but I think I can
do some pretty good things as far
as not letting him get outside and
helping (to keep) our defensive
backs from covering (him) all
day.”

Kearse, 28, lived up to his nick-
name, “The Freak,” during his
five seasons with the Tennessee
Titans because of his rare combi-
nation of speed and strength. He
led Philadelphia this season with
7½ sacks despite being dou-
ble-teamed in most games. Some
in the NFL believed Kearse had
become overrated in recent years
— he produced 36 sacks in his
first three seasons but just 19 in
three seasons
since — but the Ea-
gles made him
their primary de-
fensive target
after a 14-3 loss to
Carolina in the
NFC champion-
ship game last Jan-
uary. Coach Andy
Reid has repeated-
ly praised
Kearse’s ability to
harass a quarter-
back and alter his
rhythm.

Kearse was a
persistent nui-
sance to Minneso-
ta quarterback
Daunte Culpepper — another will-
ing and able runner — last Sun-
day, but Vick’s rushing skills sur-
pass anything seen before at his po-
sition. He is also a left-handed
passer, using a side of the field on
rollouts and bootlegs that most
quarterbacks do not, so Kearse, a
natural left end, likely will be posi-
tioned more on the right side to
put him in closer striking distance.
He is relishing the opportunity to
blitz Vick, as well as shadow him
when the Eagles think he will run.

“I prefer to do both of them,”
Kearse said. “I prefer to be a pass
rusher if that’s what we need, or
if we need a spy, I’m ready to do
that.”

The Eagles can ill-afford to
allow Vick to get comfortable, and
they are intent on pounding him
whenever possible. They took a
similar approach to Minnesota
wide receiver Randy Moss, and
he ended up having no impact on
the game. Vick will have the ball
in his hands on every offensive
play and does not shy away from
contact, creating ample opportuni-
ties to punish him.

“With a guy like Mike, as many
times as you can put a hat (hel-
met) on him, put a hat on him,”
Eagles Pro Bowl safety Brian
Dawkins said, “to make it known
and clear that if you do run the

ball, there is a chance you will be
hit. I’m not saying that there’s
going to be anything done outside
the lines, but you have to make
sure that it’s an emphasis: If you
run the ball and you do get some
yards, we are looking to tackle
with this defense.”

Philadelphia defensive coordi-
nator Jim Johnson espouses ag-
gressive packages, and the Fal-
cons expect him to concoct some
creative measures to address
their three-pronged running at-
tack. Vick is aided by the combi-
nation of bulldozing running back
T.J. Duckett and the slithery War-
rick Dunn, who can turn the
slightest cranny into a huge gain.
The Falcons ran for 327 yards
against St. Louis last week, giving
Johnson much to ponder in prepa-
ration for Sunday.

“I’m partial; I think (Johnson)
is the best in the game at what he
does,” Reid said. “He does such a
great job of studying offenses, par-
ticularly protections and the
schemes. He has anticipation,
skills and instincts. A lot of that is
from work study and a lot of it he
just has. He does a heck of a job.”

If this defense is at all vulnera-
ble, it is against
the run. The Ea-
gles routinely con-
ceded more than
150 yards per
game early in the
season — Pitts-
burgh rushed for
252 yards against
them in Novem-
ber — but middle
linebacker Jere-
miah Trotter, who
returned to the
Pro Bowl after
being released by
Washington be-
fore the season,
was adamant
those problems

are behind them.
“We still won’t have a problem

(stopping the run),” Trotter re-
peated Wednesday. “We still
won’t have a problem.”

Trotter, who was credited with
seven tackles, a half-sack, an in-
terception and two pass defenses
against Minnesota, realizes what
type of effort it will take for this
defense — which is not particular-
ly large up front — to stop Atlanta
on the ground.

“I’ve definitely got to have prob-
ably my greatest game ever, and I
look forward to doing that,” Trot-
ter said. “You’re definitely going
to see myself making a lot more
plays than I did last week be-
cause they do run the ball. The
middle linebacker is supposed to
make a lot of plays when a team
runs the ball on you. I’m looking
forward to do that.”

Trotter was a part of the Eagles
team that lost in the NFC champi-
onship game to St. Louis in 2002
(29-24), then watched on televi-
sion the past two years as they fell
to Tampa Bay (27-10) and then
Carolina. Another loss in the title
game would crush Philadelphia’s
rabid fan base and mark the fran-
chise as the Buffalo Bills of the
conference championship game,
and Trotter has no intention of los-
ing to an underdog team in the big-
gest game of the season yet again.

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — They are quarterbacks for a
new age, transcending racial stereotypes and toss-
ing aside the accepted notions of how the job should
be done once the ball is snapped.

Donovan McNabb never viewed the pocket as
some protective cocoon, to be defended at all costs.
The Philadelphia Eagles’ star demonstrated that a
20-yard run sure beats a 10-yard sack. Imagine that.

Then along came Michael Vick, who took the door
that McNabb nudged open and ripped it from its
hinges. The Atlanta Falcons have a quarterback like
no one that has come before — an implausible mor-
phing of John Elway’s powerful arm, Barry Sand-
ers’ jittery moves and Deion Sanders’ one-gear-high-
er-than-everyone-else speed.

Now, they meet again, two old friends who’ve had
such a profound impact on the NFL.

Get ready for McNabb vs. Vick, The Sequel.
And this time, one of them is going to the Super

Bowl.
“I don’t care what sport you’re talking about. It

don’t get no better than this,” said Falcons safety
Keion Carpenter, who sat out the season with an in-
jury.

The buildup to this enticing matchup showed just
how much times have changed since Doug Williams
was asked, “How long have you been a black quar-
terback?”

There was plenty of talk about the white stuff —
snow was predicted in Philly, accompanied by all
sorts of theories about its impact on the game. Bare-
ly anyone mentioned the color of the two quarter-
backs’ skin, which just happens to be black.

Still, this is a socially significant game for quarter-
backs of color. For the first time, two black QBs will
meet in a conference final. Either McNabb or Vick
will go on to become just the third black QB to start
in the Super Bowl, following Williams (1988) and
Steve McNair (2000).

The one that traces those historic footsteps most
likely will be the one who gets the most help from
his teammates — particularly if the game bogs
down in windy, icy conditions, becoming a battle of
attrition that must be won with defense and the few-
est mistakes on offense.

If nothing else, history shows the folly of turning a
game that involves so many into a personal battle be-
tween two quarterbacks, no matter how wondrous
their talents. Two years ago, McNabb’s Eagles host-
ed Vick’s Falcons in a second-round playoff game
that had the buildup of a heavyweight fight.

Alas, McNabb had to protect a gimpy ankle, hav-
ing missed the final six games of the regular season,

and Vick struggled against Philadelphia’s fearsome
defense. The Eagles advanced to the NFC champion-
ship game by grinding out a 20-6 victory.

Philadelphia lost the following week to Tampa
Bay, the second of what has grown to three straight
defeats in the season’s penultimate round. Even
more galling to the green-clad faithful, the past two
NFC title game losses have come at home.

At this point, it’s Super Bowl or bust for the Ea-
gles, who carry the hopes — and the weight — of an
entire city. Philadelphia hasn’t won a major sports
championship since the 76ers captured the NBA
title in 1983. The Eagles’ last NFL crown came in
1960 — six seasons before the Super Bowl was born.

“I don’t know who the pressure’s on,” Vick said,
“but I know the pressure’s not on us.”

McNabb’s résumé is impressive — five straight
Pro Bowl selections, four straight division titles, six
playoff victories — but it’s incomplete. As Dan Mari-
no and Jim Kelly can attest, a quarterback gets only
so many chances to achieve ultimate greatness in
the Super Bowl. Who’s to say that McNabb, while
only 28, will ever get this close again.

“Your first goal as a quarterback is to win the
Super Bowl,” he said. “It’s sad sometimes. So many
great quarterbacks have played this game … who
didn’t have the opportunity to win a Super Bowl.
They get overlooked because of that. It’s not fair.”

Vick is four years younger than McNabb and ap-
pearing in the playoffs for the second time. Still, the
Atlanta quarterback shows the impatience of youth.
He’s only two wins from a Super Bowl ring and —
no offense to his friend — wants to get there first.

“It is the standard,” Vick said. “In order to be rec-
ognized in this league, you have to get to a Super
Bowl and win it.”

While these two quarterbacks are linked by their
unconventional styles, there’s a definite disparity on
the stat sheet.

McNabb has run less this season than in any of his
previous five years (even 2002, when he played only
10 regular-season games).

While still a threat with his legs — 41 carries for
220 yards and three touchdowns — he spent more
time using his arm. It paid off with the best passing
numbers of his career: 64 percent completions, 3,875
yards, 31 touchdowns, only eight interceptions.

By comparison, Vick’s passing numbers look
downright mediocre — 56 percent, 2,313 yards, 14
touchdowns, 12 interceptions — but he isn’t mea-
sured by the same standard as any other quarter-
back, even McNabb.

Vick is the Falcons’ second-leading rusher with
902 yards, and led the NFL with 7.5 yards per carry.
At any moment, he is capable of transforming an or-
dinary play into something spectacular.

AP

In seven NFL seasons, Jevon

Kearse has 62½ sacks.

Revolutionary quarterbacks
blow away all stereotypes

Kearse: Pass-rushing end
figures to be Vick’s spy

AP

Philadelphia’s Donovan McNabb, above, had his best

season this year: 64 percent completions, 3,875

yards, 31 touchdowns and only eight interceptions.

NFC championship game - Atlanta Falcons at Philadelphia Eagles - 9 p.m. CET Sunday; AFN-Atlantic, Pacific, Radio

AP

In a 20-6 playoff loss at Philadelphia two years ago,

Michael Vick, above, threw for 274 yards and ran for

30 but the Falcons failed to score a touchdown.

Sunday, January 23, 2005 · S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S · PAGE 37



AP

Lenny Wilkens, who coached 32 seasons in Seattle, Portland, Cleveland,

Atlanta, Toronto and New York, has the most wins and losses in NBA

history (1,332-1,155). His only NBA title was with Seattle in 1979.

The Associated Press

LAS CRUCES, N.M. — Ailing
New Mexico State coach Lou Hen-
son retired Saturday, 21 wins shy
of becoming only the fifth Divi-
sion I basketball coach with 800
victories.

Henson, 73, has been in a
wheelchair and faced assorted
health problems in recent years,
from cancer to viral encephalitis.
He has not coached this season
but had planned to return Jan. 8.
However, he was hospitalized
with pneumonia Jan. 6.

“I have always been a very de-
manding coach. I expect my play-
ers to give 100 percent or they
come out of the game,” Henson
said in a news conference on cam-
pus. “I can expect no less of my-
self. So because I am physically
unable to give my all, I am taking
myself out of the game.”

Henson retires with a career
record of 779-413, the sixth win-
ningest in Division I history.
Among active coaches, only Bob
Knight has more victories.

Henson coached last season de-
spite being diagnosed with
non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a form
of cancer. The cancer is now in re-
mission, but in September he was
hospitalized with viral encephali-
tis, a disease that left him partial-
ly paralyzed.

Pats DL Seymour won’t start,
but might play in title game

FOXBORO, Mass. — New En-
gland defensive lineman Richard

Seymour will not start in Sun-
day’s AFC title game against the
Pittsburgh Steelers because of a
left knee injury, though might
play as a substitute.

“We’ll see where he is,” coach
Bill Belichick said Friday before
the team’s flight to Pittsburgh.
“Maybe he can give us some situa-
tional play during the game.”

Seymour, one of two Patriots
on the All-Pro team, remained on
the injury report as questionable,
meaning there was a 50 percent
chance he would not play. The
only other Patriots reported as in-
jured were linebacker Ted
Johnson, who was probable with
the flu, and fullback Patrick Pass,
who was questionable with a sore
ankle.

Starting cornerbacks Ty Law
and Tyrone Poole finished the sea-
son on injured reserve.

Niners hire HOF LB Singletary
as Nolan’s top assistant

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Hall
of Fame linebacker Mike Single-
tary was hired to be the San Fran-
cisco 49ers’ assistant head coach
and linebackers coach on Friday.

Singletary, who spent 12 NFL
seasons with the Chicago Bears,
spent the past two seasons as a
linebackers coach with the Balti-
more Ravens in his first coaching
job. He worked closely with
Ravens defensive coordinator

Mike Nolan, who was hired as the
49ers’ head coach on Wednesday.

Singletary, 46, played for the
Bears from 1981-92 and was
voted the NFL’s top defensive
player in 1985 and 1988. After fin-
ishing his career with 1,488 tack-
les, he was inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in 1998.

Miller’s chance for sweep
halted by postponement

KITZBUEHEL, Austria —
Bode Miller’s chance for a rare
sweep of five events in a season
ended Saturday when a World
Cup downhill was postponed be-
cause of wet snow, forcing the
cancellation of the combined.

The race will be rescheduled in
Kvitfjell, Norway, the Internation-
al Ski Federation said. The com-
bined adds times from Saturday’s
downhill and Sunday’s slalom.

Organizers called off the Hah-
nenkamm downhill for the first
time in 12 years but the slalom
was expected to run Sunday de-
spite predictions of poor weather.

There are only two combined
events on the World Cup sched-
ule this season. The other, a new
version of the competition, was
held last week in Wengen, Swit-
zerland.

In December, Miller won a
night slalom for a sweep of all
four disciplines — slalom, giant
slalom, super giant slalom and
downhill. He did so in 16 days,
the shortest span in World Cup
history.

Miller leads the overall World

Cup rankings with 1,048 points,
with Austria’s Benjamin Raich
next at 850.

Slovenia’s Maze wins
women’s giant slalom

MARIBOR, Slovenia — Tina
Maze won a World Cup giant sla-
lom before her home fans Satur-
day, her third victory in the event
this season.

She was first on both runs on
the Goldenfox course on a cold,
sunny day, finishing in 2 minutes,
16.36 seconds.

The top finishers for the United
States were Julie Mancuso (tied
for fifth) and Lindsey Kildow
(ninth).

U.S. Soccer sides bicker over
length of no-strike clause

NEW YORK — With the U.S.
Soccer Federation still threaten-
ing to use a replacement team of
minor leaguers in next month’s
World Cup qualifier, lawyers for
players and management argued
over the length of a no-strike
clause when they met with a fed-
eral mediator for the first time.

The players’ association, which
says it is being locked out, offered
a five-month no-strike pledge to
end the dispute, the union said
after Thursday’s bargaining ses-
sion in Chicago.

Management and the union
have been without a contract for
more than two years and are fight-
ing over money and other issues.

The USSF said it would use the
regular national-team players for

the Feb. 9 game at Trinidad and
Tobago if the union gave a
no-strike pledge through the end
of qualifying in November.

Sixth S. Carolina football
player charged with theft

COLUMBIA, S.C. — A sixth
South Carolina football player
has been charged with stealing
more than $10,500 worth of com-
puter and video equipment from
Williams-Brice Stadium, universi-
ty officials announced Friday.

Former tight end Brian Brown-
lee was charged with grand larce-
ny, a felony. An arrest warrant
says Brownlee confessed to tak-
ing two laptop computers, each
valued at $4,000, and two comput-
er projectors, worth about $1,675
and $850.

His lawyers told a judge that all
items had been returned and
Brownlee, who graduated in De-
cember, had turned himself into
police. The judge granted Brown-
lee bond and permission to travel
to Atlanta to train for the NFL.

Five players were charged
Thursday in the case. Offensive
lineman Woodly Telfort was
charged with grand larceny,
while quarterbacks Syvelle New-
ton and Dondrial Pinkins, defen-
sive lineman Freddy Saint-Preux
and safety Rodriques Wilson
were charged with petit larceny,
a misdemeanor.

The thefts, totaling $18,000, oc-
curred the night of Nov. 22 after
the team was informed it would
not go to a bowl game as punish-
ment for an on-field brawl with
Clemson.

New Mexico St. hoops coach Henson retires with 779 wins

Assistant Williams will guide team for rest of season

Sports briefs

BY JOHN NICHOLSON

The Associated Press

GREENBURGH, N.Y. —
Lenny Wilkens resigned as coach
of the New York Knicks on Satur-
day, likely ending his Hall of
Fame career after barely a year
with his hometown team.

General manager Isiah Tho-
mas said assistant coach Herb
Williams will direct the team for
the rest of the season. Williams
coached the Knicks for one game
a year ago between Don Chaney’s
firing and the hiring of Wilkens.

“This is a difficult decision for
me to make at this time because I
really wanted to help the New
York team get back to being an
elite team,” Wilkens said in a pre-
pared statement. “But after a lot
of consideration, I feel it’s the
right time for me. The right move
and best for all involved.”

Thomas offered the 67-year-old
Wilkens a front-office position,
but Wilkens said he is not sure
whether he will remain with the
team. Wilkens, who did not take

questions after reading his state-
ment, has two years and $10 mil-
lion left on his contract, which Th-
omas said the team will honor no
matter what Wilkens decides.

“It’s something I’ll consider,”
Wilkens said. “Right now I feel I
need to get away for a little time
with my family.”

The resignation, the first time
Wilkens has stepped down or been
fired during a season, followed a
lengthy meeting with Thomas
after the Knicks’ last-second home
loss to Houston on Friday night,
their ninth defeat in 10 games.

“It’s a very difficult day for my-
self and for the players,” Thomas
said. “He’s a great man and a
great coach. We’ll miss him. … I
think he just came to a point
where enough was enough.”

Wilkens is the winningest and
losingest coach in NBA history,
with a 1,332-1,155 record in 32
seasons with Seattle, Portland,
Cleveland, Atlanta, Toronto and
New York. He won his lone NBA
title with the SuperSonics in 1979
and coached the United States to

a gold medal in the 1996 Atlanta
Olympics.

Last season, Wilkens led the
Knicks to their first playoff berth
since 2001, going 23-19 after tak-
ing over the team following
Chaney’s firing. The Knicks were
then swept by New Jersey in the
first round.

The 46-year-old Williams fin-
ished his 18-year playing career
with the Knicks and joined the
coaching staff in December 2001.
He also has coached the club’s
summer league team.

“I’m excited for Herb to have
this opportunity,” Thomas said.
“He’s very knowledgeable about
the game and the players respect
him.”

The free-falling Knicks have
three games left on their
four-game homestand — Milwau-
kee, Phoenix and Cleveland — be-
fore hitting the road for a
six-game trip that includes stops
in Detroit, Sacramento and Phoe-
nix. They will then return home
to play Shaquille O’Neal and East-
ern Conference-leading Miami.

A nine-time NBA All-Star in his
15-year playing career with St.
Louis, Seattle, Cleveland and Port-
land, Wilkens and John Wooden
are the only Hall of Fame mem-
bers elected as both a player and
coach.

And in 1997, Wilkens — a play-
er-coach for four seasons in Seat-

tle and Portland — was the only
man selected as both one of the 50
greatest players in NBA history
and one of the 10 greatest coaches.

Wilkens starred at Boys High
School in Brooklyn and was an
All-America guard at Providence.

AP Basketball Writer Chris Sheridan
contributed to this report.

Wilkens resigns as Knicks coach
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Two of the top contenders in
the Western Conference went to
overtime in Phoenix. Two of the
East’s best teams did the same in
Miami.

Manu Ginobili scored 48 points
Friday night and the San Antonio
Spurs rallied from a 17-point
fourth-quarter deficit to hand the
Suns their sixth consecutive loss,
128-123.

The Miami Heat and Indiana
Pacers met in the night’s other
marquee matchup, and the re-
match of last year’s Eastern Con-
ference semifinals also was a
thriller.

Jamaal Tinsley scored 30
points, including a jumper to
force overtime, and Reggie Miller
hit two three-pointers in the extra
session to lead Indiana to a
106-100 victory.

Tim Duncan had 30 points and
19 rebounds for the Spurs, who be-
came the first team to beat Phoe-
nix twice this season.

Steve Nash had 16 points and
13 assists in 46 minutes, return-
ing to action after missing the
past 3½ games with injuries.

Shawn Marion scored 37 points
and grabbed 15 rebounds for the
Suns. His three-pointer just be-
fore the fourth-quarter buzzer
sent the game into overtime.
Amare Stoudemire scored 35 in
an intense matchup befitting the
teams with the two best records
in the NBA.

“I think they’re tired and deject-
ed right now,” Suns coach Mike
D’Antoni said of his players, “but
in the back of their mind, they
know, hey, we’re pretty good.”

The Pacers (20-18) have been
pretty good, even without sus-
pended All-Star Ron Artest.

Tinsley has picked up his game
lately, averaging 29.7 points over
his past three. He hit an awkward
shot over Miami’s Keyon Dooling
to tie Friday’s game with 0.9 sec-
onds left in regulation.

Miller opened the overtime
with a three-pointer, then added
another for a 101-96 Indiana lead
with 1:36 remaining.

Jermaine O’Neal had 26 points
and 14 rebounds for Indiana.

Miller had 18 points.

Dwyane Wade scored 30 points
for Miami, Shaquille O’Neal
scored 24 and Udonis Haslem
had 16 points and 11 rebounds.

Rockets 92, Knicks 91: At
New York, Scott Padgett hit an
off-balance, one-hander from just
inside the free-throw line in the
final second for Houston. Tracy
McGrady scored 35 points, six on
two three-pointers in Houston’s
13-0 run to start the second half.

The Knicks had a chance to put
the game away with a basket, but
gave the Rockets a chance with a
shot-clock violation. Padgett got
the ball after the Knicks swarmed
McGrady and just beat the buzzer
with his winning shot.

Wizards 118, Raptors 109: At
Washington, Antawn Jamison
had 26 points and 13 rebounds,
and Juan Dixon scored 26 for the

Wizards, who raced to a 15-point
first-quarter lead and then with-
stood a Jalen Rose-led comeback
in the second half.

Nets 104, Celtics 98: At East
Rutherford, N.J., Jason Kidd hit a
three-pointer just before the shot
clock expired with 57.9 seconds
to play and New Jersey posted a
season-high third straight win.

Mavericks 105, Bobcats 99:
At Charlotte, N.C., Michael Finley
and Dirk Nowitzki scored 20
points each to lead Dallas to its
fourth consecutive victory.

Emeka Okafor had 24 points
and 15 rebounds for Charlotte, los-
ers of seven straight.

Bucks 89, Pistons 86: At Mil-
waukee, Mike James scored 20
points and the Bucks won when Ri-
chard Hamilton missed a despera-
tion three as the buzzer sounded.

Bulls 95, Hawks 85: At Chica-
go, Kirk Hinrich had 23 points,
nine assists and seven rebounds,
and Antonio Davis added a sea-
son-high 17 points to lead the
Bulls to their sixth straight victo-
ry at home. The Hawks have lost
eight straight on the road.

Timberwolves 112, SuperSon-
ics 107: At Seattle, Wally Szczer-
biak scored a season-high 34
points and Kevin Garnett added
24 for Minnesota, which had lost
eight of nine road games. Szczer-
biak set a scoring record for a
Wolves reserve in 39 minutes.

Nuggets 92, Grizzlies 82: At
Denver, Earl Boykins scored 25
points with a season-high 10 as-
sists, giving interim coach Micha-
el Cooper his first winning streak
since taking over Dec. 31.

Lakers 105, Warriors 101: At
Los Angeles, Chucky Atkins had
26 points and 10 assists to lead
the Lakers over Golden State for
the second time in a week.

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 18 20 .474 —
Boston 18 21 .462 ½
New York 17 22 .436 1½
Toronto 17 24 .415 2½
New Jersey 15 24 .385 3½

Southeast Division
Miami 29 12 .707 —
Washington 23 15 .605 4½
Orlando 21 17 .553 6½
Charlotte 8 28 .222 18½
Atlanta 7 30 .189 20

Central Division
Cleveland 23 15 .605 —
Detroit 23 16 .590 ½
Indiana 20 18 .526 3
Chicago 18 19 .486 4½
Milwaukee 14 24 .368 9

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 33 9 .786 —
Dallas 26 12 .684 5
Houston 22 19 .537 10½
Memphis 22 19 .537 10½
New Orleans 6 32 .158 25

Northwest Division
Seattle 27 11 .711 —
Minnesota 20 19 .513 7½
Denver 17 22 .436 10½
Portland 15 23 .395 12
Utah 14 26 .350 14

Pacific Division
Phoenix 31 10 .756 —
Sacramento 27 11 .711 2½
L.A. Lakers 22 16 .579 7½
L.A. Clippers 18 21 .462 12
Golden State 12 28 .300 18½

Friday’s games
Washington 118, Toronto 109
Dallas 105, Charlotte 99
Houston 92, New York 91
New Jersey 104, Boston 98
Indiana 106, Miami 100, OT
Chicago 95, Atlanta 85
Milwaukee 89, Detroit 86
Denver 92, Memphis 82
San Antonio 128, Phoenix 123, OT
Minnesota 112, Seattle 107
L.A. Lakers 105, Golden State 101

Saturday’s games
Boston at Atlanta
Philadelphia at Orlando
Chicago at Detroit
Washington at Indiana
L.A. Clippers at New Orleans
Memphis at Utah
Minnesota at Portland
Cleveland at Golden State

Sunday’s games
Charlotte at Toronto
Denver at Dallas
Milwaukee at New York
New Orleans at Miami
New Jersey at Phoenix
Utah at Seattle
San Antonio at Sacramento

Monday’s games
Washington at Cleveland
Chicago at Atlanta
Detroit at Minnesota
Orlando at Houston
San Antonio at Portland
Dallas at L.A. Clippers
Miami at Philadelphia

Friday
Wizards 118, Raptors 109

TORONTO — Peterson 6-17 2-2 18, Bosh 5-9
6-6 16, Araujo 0-0 0-0 0, E.Williams 1-4 0-0 3,
Alston 7-18 4-5 20, Marshall 1-5 3-4 6, Rose
11-23 9-10 32, Murray 1-3 0-0 2, Palacio 2-6 0-0
4, Bonner 4-7 0-0 8, Aa.Williams 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 38-92 24-27 109.

WASHINGTON — Jamison 11-24 3-6 26, Jef-
fries 5-8 2-2 13, Haywood 3-5 6-9 12, Hayes
6-11 3-4 16, Arenas 3-14 17-20 23, Dixon 11-16
0-0 26, Thomas 1-3 0-0 2, Ruffin 0-1 0-0 0, Prof-
it 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-82 31-41 118.

Toronto 20 22 35 32—109
Washington 35 30 28 25—118
Three-Point Goals—Toronto 9-29 (Peter-

son 4-9, Alston 2-7, E.Williams 1-2, Rose 1-4,
Marshall 1-5, Murray 0-1, Bonner 0-1), Wash-
ington 7-23 (Dixon 4-8, Jeffries 1-1, Hayes 1-3,
Jamison 1-5, Arenas 0-6). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Toronto 54 (Peterson 9), Wash-
ington 55 (Jamison 13). Assists—Toronto 21
(Alston 7), Washington 23 (Arenas 8). Total
Fouls—Toronto 28, Washington 23.
A—15,424. (20,674).

Mavericks 105, Bobcats 99
DALLAS — Howard 4-12 3-4 11, Nowitzki

7-22 6-6 20, Dampier 1-4 6-10 8, Terry 8-11 0-0
17, Finley 8-14 1-2 20, Bradley 2-3 0-0 4, Stack-
house 5-9 9-9 19, Dev.Harris 0-1 0-0 0, Hender-
son 3-3 0-0 6. Totals 38-79 25-31 105.

CHARLOTTE — Wallace 3-8 0-0 6, Okafor
11-18 2-5 24, Brezec 7-12 0-0 14, Hart 6-10 0-0
13, Rush 4-18 2-2 11, Sampson 1-2 2-4 4,
Bogans 1-7 0-0 3, Ely 1-3 0-0 2, Robinson 1-1
0-0 2, Kapono 4-11 3-3 14, S.Smith 2-5 2-2 6. To-
tals 41-95 11-16 99.

Dallas 23 33 23 26—105
Charlotte 27 21 18 33— 99

Three-Point Goals—Dallas 4-15 (Finley 3-4,
Terry 1-3, Dev.Harris 0-1, Stackhouse 0-1,
Howard 0-2, Nowitzki 0-4), Charlotte 6-14
(Kapono 3-5, Bogans 1-1, Hart 1-2, Rush 1-4,
S.Smith 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—Dallas 50 (Nowitzki 9), Charlotte 56 (Okaf-
or 15). Assists—Dallas 17 (Terry 7), Charlotte
23 (Hart 10). Total Fouls—Dallas 16, Char-
lotte 25. Technicals—Stackhouse, Wallace.
A—17,186. (23,319).

Nets 104, Celtics 98
BOSTON — Pierce 7-16 7-7 22, LaFrentz

2-6 0-0 4, Blount 4-7 1-2 9, Welsch 1-7 8-8 10,
Payton 5-9 3-3 16, A.Jefferson 4-9 0-2 8,
R.Davis 4-11 4-5 13, Banks 0-2 2-2 2, Perkins
1-3 1-2 3, Allen 1-2 0-2 2, McCarty 1-4 2-4 4,
West 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 32-79 28-37 98.

NEW JERSEY — Buford 2-9 0-0 4, Collins
2-5 6-8 10, Krstic 6-14 1-3 13, Carter 9-20 5-5
25, Kidd 3-8 7-8 14, Best 8-11 5-5 24, Smith 0-2
1-2 1, Thomas 0-1 0-0 0, Vaughn 1-2 0-0 2, Scal-
abrine 2-4 4-4 8, Moiso 1-1 1-2 3. Totals 34-77
30-37 104.

Boston 18 30 25 25— 98
New Jersey 19 29 32 24—104
Three-Point Goals—Boston 6-21 (Payton

3-5, West 1-1, R.Davis 1-4, Pierce 1-5, Mc-
Carty 0-3, LaFrentz 0-3), New Jersey 6-16
(Best 3-5, Carter 2-6, Kidd 1-4, Buford 0-1).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Boston 49
(Pierce, Blount 7), New Jersey 57 (Krstic 12).
Assists—Boston 22 (R.Davis 7), New Jersey
24 (Kidd 9). Total Fouls—Boston 32, New Jer-
sey 28. Technicals—Boston coach Rivers,
New Jersey Defensive Three Second, Carter,
New Jersey coach Frank. A—15,461. (19,860).

Rockets 92, Knicks 91
HOUSTON — Howard 3-9 1-2 7, McGrady

13-27 4-5 35, Ming 9-14 4-4 22, Sura 3-5 1-1 7,
Wesley 2-7 0-0 4, Barry 1-2 0-0 3, Mutombo
1-4 0-0 2, Strickland 0-1 0-0 0, Padgett 4-8 2-2
12, Barrett 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 36-77 12-14 92.

NEW YORK — K.Thomas 4-13 3-4 11, T.Tho-
mas 1-4 0-0 2, Mohammed 4-12 1-1 9, Craw-
ford 6-19 4-4 18, Marbury 8-17 4-5 20, Ariza
1-3 1-1 3, Sweetney 5-8 5-6 15, Brewer 2-4 0-0
5, Williams 2-3 4-4 8. Totals 33-83 22-25 91.

Houston 22 21 29 20—92
New York 22 24 17 28—91
Three-Point Goals—Houston 8-17

(McGrady 5-12, Padgett 2-2, Barry 1-2, Wes-
ley 0-1), New York 3-10 (Crawford 2-7, Brew-
er 1-2, Marbury 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Houston 47 (Ming 12), New York 49
(K.Thomas 13). Assists—Houston 17
(McGrady 5), New York 14 (Crawford 5).
Total Fouls—Houston 22, New York 18.
A—19,763. (19,763).

Pacers 106, Heat 100 (OT)
INDIANA — J.Jones 1-3 3-3 6, J.O'Neal 8-23

10-12 26, Pollard 4-9 0-0 8, Tinsley 13-23 1-1
30, Miller 5-8 6-6 18, F.Jones 3-10 1-2 10, Bend-
er 2-3 0-0 4, Foster 1-2 0-0 2, Curry 0-0 0-0 0,
Johnson 1-6 0-0 2. Totals 38-87 21-24 106.

MIAMI — E.Jones 5-11 0-1 11, Haslem 6-10
4-7 16, S.O'Neal 10-16 4-13 24, D.Jones 2-7 1-3
7, Wade 11-27 8-12 30, Dooling 0-1 0-0 0,
Doleac 1-2 0-0 2, Butler 2-5 0-0 6, Laettner 2-2
0-0 4. Totals 39-81 17-36 100.

Indiana 30 17 26 20 13—106
Miami 23 23 23 24 7—100
Three-Point Goals—Indiana 9-22 (Tinsley

3-7, F.Jones 3-7, Miller 2-3, J.Jones 1-2, Foster
0-1, Johnson 0-2), Miami 5-17 (Butler 2-5,
D.Jones 2-7, E.Jones 1-5). Fouled Out—None.
Rebounds—Indiana 53 (J.O'Neal 14), Miami
60 (Haslem 11). Assists—Indiana 11 (Tinsley
4), Miami 15 (D.Jones 5). Total Fouls—Indi-
ana 26, Miami 20. Technicals—Indiana Defen-
sive Three Second, Miami Defensive Three
Second 2. A—20,131. (19,600).

Bulls 95, Hawks 85
ATLANTA — A.Harrington 7-20 7-9 21,

Walker 7-24 10-14 25, Collier 1-4 1-2 3, J.Smith
2-6 3-4 7, Lue 3-5 3-4 9, Drobnjak 3-11 0-0 8,
Delk 2-5 1-4 5, Childress 0-0 0-0 0, Anderson
3-6 1-2 7, Ekezie 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 28-82 26-39
85.

CHICAGO — Davis 8-10 1-3 17, Deng 1-7
0-0 2, Curry 7-11 4-8 18, Hinrich 8-22 5-7 23,
Duhon 2-5 2-2 7, Chandler 2-4 9-9 13, Gordon
2-7 0-0 5, O.Harrington 0-1 1-2 1, Nocioni 1-4
0-0 2, Piatkowski 1-1 0-0 3, Griffin 2-2 0-0 4. To-
tals 34-74 22-31 95.

Atlanta 20 23 28 14—85
Chicago 23 32 19 21—95
Three-Point Goals—Atlanta 3-10 (Drobnjak

2-4, Walker 1-4, A.Harrington 0-2), Chicago
5-17 (Hinrich 2-7, Piatkowski 1-1, Gordon 1-3,
Duhon 1-3, Deng 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Atlanta 66 (J.Smith 12), Chicago 50
(Davis 8). Assists—Atlanta 10 (Walker 4), Chi-
cago 23 (Hinrich 9). Total Fouls—Atlanta 26,
Chicago 31. A—18,815. (21,711).

Bucks 89, Pistons 86
DETROIT — Prince 11-19 2-3 26, R.Wallace

6-16 0-0 14, B.Wallace 1-4 0-0 2, Billups 7-15
3-4 18, R.Hamilton 5-12 4-4 14, McDyess 4-6
0-0 8, Hunter 1-2 1-2 4, Dupree 0-1 0-0 0, Gold-
wire 0-0 0-0 0, Ham 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 35-75
10-13 86.

MILWAUKEE — Mason 3-13 4-4 10, Smith
6-11 2-4 14, Gadzuric 4-6 1-2 9, Redd 5-11 1-2

13, M.Williams 2-6 0-0 5, James 6-9 4-6 20,
Fizer 2-5 0-0 4, Van Horn 2-6 2-2 7, Pachulia
2-3 3-4 7. Totals 32-70 17-24 89.

Detroit 26 22 18 20—86
Milwaukee 29 15 22 23—89
Three-Point Goals—Detroit 6-16 (R.Wallace

2-3, Prince 2-6, Hunter 1-2, Billups 1-4,
R.Hamilton 0-1), Milwaukee 8-11 (James 4-5,
Redd 2-3, M.Williams 1-1, Van Horn 1-2).
Fouled Out—Billups. Rebounds—Detroit 36
(R.Wallace 8), Milwaukee 52 (Smith 9). As-
sists—Detroit 22 (Billups, R.Hamilton 7), Mil-
waukee 17 (James, M.Williams, Fizer 4).
Total Fouls—Detroit 18, Milwaukee 16.
A—16,145. (18,717).

Spurs 128, Suns 123 (OT)
SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 0-7 2-2 2, Duncan

12-20 6-9 30, Nesterovic 3-5 0-0 6, T.Parker 1-9
0-0 2, Ginobili 16-22 11-12 48, Barry 6-10 0-0
16, Rose 3-6 0-0 6, Udrih 3-8 2-2 9, Brown 2-6
2-2 7, Massenburg 1-3 0-2 2. Totals 47-96
23-29 128.

PHOENIX — Richardson 5-18 0-1 11, Mari-
on 13-21 6-6 37, Stoudemire 15-19 5-10 35,
Nash 6-13 2-2 16, J.Johnson 7-14 4-5 21, Vosku-
hl 1-1 1-2 3, Hunter 0-0 0-2 0, S.Parker 0-1 0-0
0. Totals 47-87 18-28 123.

San Antonio 24 31 16 40 17—128
Phoenix 24 32 32 23 12—123
Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 11-29 (Gi-

nobili 5-7, Barry 4-6, Brown 1-3, Udrih 1-5,
T.Parker 0-2, Bowen 0-6), Phoenix 11-21 (Mar-
ion 5-6, J.Johnson 3-5, Nash 2-3, Richardson
1-7). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—San An-
tonio 52 (Duncan 19), Phoenix 53 (Marion
15). Assists—San Antonio 26 (Ginobili 6),
Phoenix 30 (Nash 13). Total Fouls—San Anto-
nio 20, Phoenix 24. Technicals—Phoenix De-
fensive Three Second. A—18,422. (18,422).

Nuggets 92, Grizzlies 82
MEMPHIS — Gasol 4-12 0-0 8, Posey 5-7

0-0 15, Wright 7-10 3-6 17, Williams 1-8 1-3 4,
Battier 5-9 1-2 13, Watson 1-4 0-0 2, Wells 3-9
0-0 6, Swift 3-8 4-4 10, Cardinal 1-3 2-4 4,
Jones 1-1 0-0 3, Emmett 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 31-72
11-19 82.

DENVER — D.Johnson 3-8 0-0 6, Martin
5-16 3-8 13, Camby 9-14 0-0 18, Buckner 1-3
2-2 4, A.Miller 5-10 4-4 14, Elson 0-2 0-0 0, Rus-
sell 4-7 1-2 10, Boykins 10-13 4-4 25, White 0-1
0-0 0, Tskitishvili 1-3 0-0 2. Totals 38-77 14-20
92.

Memphis 24 21 20 17—82
Denver 19 31 24 18—92
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 9-20 (Posey

5-5, Battier 2-3, Jones 1-1, Williams 1-6, Wat-
son 0-1, Cardinal 0-1, Wells 0-3), Denver 2-11
(Boykins 1-2, Russell 1-3, Tskitishvili 0-1,
D.Johnson 0-1, Buckner 0-2, Martin 0-2).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Memphis 34
(Wright 7), Denver 60 (Camby 13). As-
sists—Memphis 24 (Williams 15), Denver 23
(Boykins 10). Total Fouls—Memphis 20, Den-
ver 20. Technicals—Denver Defensive Three
Second. Flagrant fouls—Gasol. A—18,056.
(19,099).

Lakers 105, Warriors 101
GOLDEN STATE — Dunleavy 8-17 0-0 18,

Murphy 7-15 1-1 16, Foyle 1-3 0-0 2, Richard-
son 10-26 2-4 26, Fisher 9-14 2-3 23, Davis 1-2
1-2 3, Najera 4-5 0-2 9, Cheaney 1-2 0-0 2,
Flores 1-1 0-0 2, Pietrus 0-3 0-0 0. Totals 42-88
6-12 101.

L.A. LAKERS — Jones 6-11 0-0 16, Odom
10-16 3-6 25, Mihm 4-10 0-2 8, Butler 5-14 4-4
14, Atkins 9-18 4-5 26, Walton 0-1 0-0 0, Cook
2-8 1-2 7, Brown 1-1 0-0 3, Grant 3-3 0-0 6, Vu-
jacic 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 40-82 12-19 105.

Golden State 24 27 26 24—101
L.A. Lakers 26 26 29 24—105
Three-Point Goals—Golden State 11-27 (Ri-

chardson 4-9, Fisher 3-6, Dunleavy 2-6, Mur-
phy 1-2, Najera 1-2, Pietrus 0-2), L.A. Lakers
13-30 (Jones 4-7, Atkins 4-11, Odom 2-4, Cook
2-5, Brown 1-1, Walton 0-1, Butler 0-1).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Golden State
48 (Murphy 10), L.A. Lakers 53 (Butler, Jones
9). Assists—Golden State 25 (Fisher 7), L.A.
Lakers 28 (Atkins 10). Total Fouls—Golden
State 20, L.A. Lakers 18. A—18,997. (18,997).

Timberwolves 112,
SuperSonics 107

MINNESOTA — Garnett 10-15 4-4 24,
Sprewell 1-5 0-0 2, Johnson 3-3 0-0 6, Carter
0-0 0-0 0, Hassell 3-6 2-3 8, Hudson 8-15 0-0
20, Szczerbiak 11-19 10-12 34, Griffin 3-5 0-0 7,
Hoiberg 4-6 0-0 11. Totals 43-74 16-19 112.

SEATTLE (107) 
Evans 1-2 2-4 4, Lewis 7-19 2-2 18, James 5-7

1-3 11, Allen 7-23 9-9 25, Ridnour 7-8 2-2 19,
Radmanovic 6-14 0-0 15, Daniels 3-5 0-0 7, Col-
lison 1-2 0-0 2, Fortson 0-0 0-0 0, Murray 2-3
1-2 6. Totals 39-83 17-22 107.

Minnesota 25 37 26 24—112
Seattle 18 33 25 31—107
Three-Point Goals—Minnesota 10-17 (Hud-

son 4-6, Hoiberg 3-4, Szczerbiak 2-2, Griffin
1-3, Sprewell 0-2), Seattle 12-25 (Ridnour 3-3,
Radmanovic 3-6, Lewis 2-7, Allen 2-7, Murray
1-1, Daniels 1-1). Fouled Out—James. Re-
bounds—Minnesota 41 (Garnett 8), Seattle
42 (Radmanovic 10). Assists—Minnesota 23
(Szczerbiak 8), Seattle 17 (Allen, Daniels 4).
Total Fouls—Minnesota 24, Seattle 18. Tech-
nicals—Seattle Defensive Three Second 2.
A—17,072. (17,072).

NBA scoreboard

AP

San Antonio Spurs’ Manu Ginobili

scored 48 points Friday night as

the Spurs rallied in the fourth

quarter and defeated the Phoenix

Suns 128-123 in overtime.

Spurs, Pacers claim
victories in overtime
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BY PAUL ALEXANDER

The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia —
Andy Roddick kept the crowd
buzzing with his aces, riding his
big serve into the fourth round of
the Australian Open.

Lleyton Hewitt and Juan Igna-
cio Chela also kept fans buzzing
Saturday. Hewitt bellowed and
gestured during his 6-2, 4-6, 6-1,
6-4 victory in the third round and
said Chela spit toward him during
a changeover.

“I was spitting, but not in Lley-
ton’s direction,” Chela said. “It
was a very tense moment in the
match. There was a lot of pres-
sure.”

An earlier jolt came courtesy of
Nicolay Davydenko. The
26th-seeded Russian upset Tim
Henman 6-4, 6-2, 6-2. The seed-
ed-seeded Englishman reached
at least the quarterfinals in the
last three Grand Slams.

Roddick dropped only seven
points in his last 10 service games
and finished with 22 aces to beat
Austria’s Jurgen Melzer 6-2, 6-2,
7-5.

After beating three consecutive
left-handers, next up for Roddick
is 102nd-ranked Philipp
Kohlschreiber, a German with a
10-18 career record who won
only one Grand Slam match be-
fore this tournament.

Roddick, seeded third, started
his first service game with two
aces. He soon was cracking
serves at up to 139 mph. Melzer,
seeded 32nd, had three break
points in Roddick’s next service
game, then never got another
chance.

Hewitt clearly upset Chela as
he served at 2-2 in the fourth set.
After Hewitt set up triple break
point, he did one of his trademark
bellows of “Come on!” while
pointing his fingers at his fore-
head.

Chela slammed a first serve
that nearly hit Hewitt without

bouncing.
Hewitt fin-
ished off the
break, then
appeared to
curse at the
25th-seeded
Argentine dur-
ing the
changeover.
Chela then
spat, an ac-

tion captured by TV cameras and
photographers.

“He spat in my direction,”
Hewitt said. “I don’t think it’s the
right thing.”

“It’s unfortunate because we’re
having a good dogfight match out
there,” he added. “He apologized
to me at the net when we shook
hands. I said, ‘Just forget about it,
mate.’ ”

Chela said he didn’t recall try-
ing to hit Hewitt and didn’t hear
the Australian curse him.

The International Tennis Feder-
ation said although no warning or
code violation was given during
the match by the chair umpire,
tournament referee Peter Bell-
inger was told about what hap-
pened by both players. Bellinger
and other tournament officials
most likely will review tapes Sun-
day.

French Open finalist Guillermo
Coria beat former No. 1 Juan Car-
los Ferrero 6-3, 6-2, 6-1.

Women’s French Open champi-
on Anastasia Myskina joined Rus-
sia’s two other Grand Slam
champs in the fourth round when
Lisa Raymond withdrew with a
torn abdominal muscle.

Top-ranked Lindsay Daven-
port beat 15-year-old Czech quali-
fier Nicole Vaidisova 6-2, 6-4 to
move into a fourth-round match
against 13th-seeded Karolina
Sprem, who ousted Russia’s
Elena Likhovtseva 6-4, 6-3.

Sixth-seeded Elena Demen-
tieva became the seventh Russian
woman to advance, outlasting
Daniela Hantuchova 7-5, 5-7, 6-4.

The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Soupy fog
made it impossible to see the ball.

And the way Tom Lehman is
playing in the Buick Invitational,
it might be hard for the rest of the
field to find him.

Lehman made two straight bird-
ies to regain the lead, then re-
turned from a three-hour fog
delay to close out his second
round with two more birdies for a
5-under 67 on the South course at
Torrey Pines, matching the
36-hole record and giving him a
three-stroke lead going into the
weekend.

Lehman was at 15-under 129,
tying the record set by Lennie
Clements in 1996.

Peter Lonard of Australia was
at 12-under par and playing his
final hole on the par-5 ninth hole
on the North course when the sec-
ond round was suspended by
darkness.

Tiger Woods also got into con-
tention, making four birdies in
five holes after the fog delay. He
was at 12-under.

Kevin Sutherland and Dudley
Hart completed 36 holes in
10-under.

Lehman is gaining confidence
with every day, and every shot.

The Ryder Cup captain easily
handled the difficult South
course, site of the 2008 U.S. Open,
by finishing his round with four
straight birdies. He closed with
six straight birdies on the North
course Thursday.

“I felt the fog delay actually
worked in my favor,” Lehman
said. “I was struggling a bit with
my swing, and I went to the range
and hit balls for an hour and a
half, and felt like I got my rhythm
back.”

He can only hope for a differ-
ent outcome than when Clements
set the 36-hole record nine years
ago. Clements shot 72-71 on the
weekend and finished third.

Lehman, too, has struggled to
close out tournaments. He has not
won since the 2000 Phoenix Open,

and ended last year by playing in
the final group in three straight
tournaments, failing to win.

“I think your good golf comes
when you’re not thinking about
the results,” Lehman said.
“You’re just thinking about exe-
cuting. I think I made 19 birdies
in 36 holes. That’s without ques-
tion a personal best for me.”

But he looks stronger than ever,
and really showed his stuff to any-
one who could see in the fog.

He got up-and-down from the
bunker on the par-5 sixth, then
made a 10-footer for birdie on the
seventh and was cruising along
on what appeared to be another
brilliant day along the cliffs over
the Pacific Ocean.

The fog came out of nowhere.
“I was on the 12th tee when

they blew the horn,” Chris Smith
said. “Thirty seconds later, I
couldn’t see the green.”

Fog quickly engulfed Torrey
Pines, with visibility down to
about 150 yards. The second
round was suspended more than
three hours.

Watson takes two-shot lead
in Champions Tour opener

KAUPULEHU-KONA, Hawaii
— Exhibiting a putting touch rem-
iniscent of his prime, Tom Wat-
son shot a bogey-free,
8-under-par 64 Friday to take a
two-stroke lead over Wayne Levi
after the first round of the Master-
Card Championship.

Watson made eight birdies and
didn’t have a 5 on his scorecard at
Hualalai Golf Club in shooting his
lowest round since a 66 last year
in the season-opening event on
the Champions Tour.

Vicente Fernandez chipped in
twice for birdie to lead a large
group at 5-under 67 that included
2004 player of the year Craig Sta-
dler, Dana Quigley, Morris Hatal-
sky and John Jacobs.

The Associated Press

With the chance to impress Car-
los Delgado, Texas Rangers
owner Tom Hicks made an offer
Friday that got the attention of
the free-agent first baseman.

“Tom Hicks said that he was
going to come to Puerto Rico and
give it his best shot,” Delgado’s
agent, David Sloane, said in an
e-mail. “He did all that and
more.”

Texas, competing with the New
York Mets, Florida and Balti-
more, made progress during the
four-hour session in Puerto Rico.

“I think they recognize it was a
very strong offer, I think they rec-
ognize we went certainly farther
... it was more aggressive than
anything we talked about before,”
Hicks said. “I think we made a
very compelling offer.”

Hicks wouldn’t go into details
about the offer. He expects Delga-
do will decide on the Rangers’
offer by the end of the weekend.

Sloane said he expected to talk
to Texas again this weekend “in
an attempt to sustain the positive
momentum we generated today.”

General manager John Hart
and manager Buck Showalter,
who got contract extensions Fri-
day, joined Hicks for the meeting.
The group then returned to
Texas. Hart and Showalter had
also met with Delgado during the
winter meetings last month.

Delgado would be an impres-
sive addition to a youthful Texas
lineup that includes All-Stars Al-
fonso Soriano, Michael Young
and Hank Blalock, and switch-hit-
ting slugger Mark Teixeira, like
Delgado a first baseman.

A former Rangers star, Alex Ro-
driguez, also made news Friday,
taking a shot at Boston’s Curt
Schilling as the never-ending Yan-

kees-Red Sox rivalry heated up in
the dead of winter.

“I just hope he continues to talk
about me and my teammates,”
the New York Yankees third base-
man said. “It’s going to give us
great motivation to beat him up in
the future.”

Schilling called it a
“bush-league play” after Rodrigu-
ez was called out for interference
in Game 6 of the AL champion-
ship series last October. A-Rod,
trying to beat out an infield drib-
bler, slapped the ball away from
pitcher Bronson Arroyo near first
base.

“To me it was just odd, because
I mean we beat him a couple of
times during the year and he was
crying on the bench,” Rodriguez
said, referring to Schilling. “And
then he lost Game 1 and he
wouldn’t talk or anything. And ob-
viously, he wins Game 6 and then
he’s still talking until today. So it’s
just something we as players

have been accustomed to. But it’s
something I’m not worried
about.”

Schilling, reached on a cell
phone Friday, said Rodriguez had
his facts wrong.

“It’s not true. I talked after
Game 1,” Schilling said. “I don’t
care what Alex says. When some-
one says that, you consider the
source.”

He also denied shedding tears
in the dugout.

“I was upset, but I wasn’t cry-
ing on the bench,” Schilling said.

Also, Chicago Cubs General
Manager Jim Hendry hopes the
team and Sammy Sosa can patch
up their differences once spring
training begins next month. Sosa
left the clubhouse early without
permission before last season’s
final game, disappointing team-
mates and drawing a fine from
the team.

“He did a wrongful thing the
last day of the season. He missed

a game without an excuse and he
made some comments publicly
about Dusty,” Hendry said Fri-
day, referring to manager Dusty
Baker.

“Really there is no reason once
camp starts and Sammy comes
out with a good effort and we get
off to a good start, there is no rea-
son the story should continue,”
Hendry said. “Professional ath-
letes are like the rest of us, we all
make mistakes and we live in a
forgiving society. If handled the
right way, with the right amount
of contrition, you can put it be-
hind you.”

Also, outfielder Casey Blake
agreed to a $5.4 million, two-year
contract with Cleveland, leaving
34 players in salary arbitration.

Among free agents, reliever
Steve Reed agreed to a $1.05 mil-
lion, one-year contract with Balti-
more, and knuckleballer Steve
Sparks agreed to a minor league
contract with San Diego that
would pay him $550,000 if he
makes the big league roster.

Tennis scoreboard

Golf roundup

Baseball roundup

Roddick rides serve
to straight-sets win

Lehman leads Woods
by three in Buick Inv.

Texas making pitch for Delgado; A-Rod, Schilling still bickering

Australian Open
Saturday

At Melbourne Park
Melbourne, Australia

Purse: $14.5 million (Grand Slam)
Surface: Hard-Outdoor

Singles
Men

Third Round
Guillermo Canas (12), Argentina, def.
Radek Stepanek, Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-2,
6-2.
Guillermo Coria (6), Argentina, def. Juan
Carlos Ferrero (31), Spain, 6-3, 6-2, 6-1.
Nikolay Davydenko (26), Russia, def. Tim
Henman (7), Britain, 6-4, 6-2, 6-2.
Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, def.
Jean-Rene Lisnard, France, 7-5, 6-3, 6-2.
Andy Roddick (2), United States, def. Jur-
gen Melzer (32), Austria, 6-2, 6-2, 7-5.
David Nalbandian (9), Argentina, def.
Fernando Gonzalez (23), Chile, 6-7 (3), 7-5,
6-2, 6-3.
Rafael Nadal, Spain, def. Bobby Reynolds,
United States, 6-1, 6-1, 6-3.
Lleyton Hewitt (3), Australia, def. Juan Ig-
nacio Chela (25), Argentina, 6-2, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4.

Women
Third Round

Anastasia Myskina (3), Russia, def. Lisa
Raymond (25), United States, walkover.
Karolina Sprem (13), Croatia, def. Elena
Likhovtseva (18), Russia, 6-4, 6-3.
Lindsay Davenport (1), United States, def.
Nicole Vaidisova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-4.
Venus Williams (8), United States, def.
Anna Smashnova (27), Israel, 6-3, 6-0.
Nathalie Dechy (19), France, def. Frances-
ca Schiavone (14), Italy, 6-3, 6-3.
Alicia Molik (10), Australia, def. Tatiana
Panova, Russia, 6-3, 6-2.
Patty Schnyder (12), Switzerland, def. Abig-
ail Spears, United States, 7-6 (4), 6-3.
Elena Dementieva (6), Russia, def. Daniela
Hantuchova (26), Slovakia, 7-5, 5-7, 6-4.

Doubles
Men

Second Round
Jonathan Erlich and Andy Ram (13), Israel,
def. Lee Hyung-taik, South Korea, and Jarkko
Nieminen, Finland, walkover.
Bob and Mike Bryan (2), United States, def.
Roko Karanusic, Croatia, and Uros Vico,
Italy, 6-0, 6-2.
Michael Llodra and Fabrice Santoro (6),
France, def. Jordan Kerr, Australia, and Jim
Thomas, United States, 6-4, 6-4.
Ashley Fisher, Australia, and Travis Par-
rott, United States, def. Cyril Suk and Pavel
Vizner (9), Czech Republic, 7-6 (8), 6-4.
Wesley Moodie, South Africa, and Nenad
Zimonjic, Serbia-Montenegro, def. Xavier Ma-
lisse and Olivier Rochus (12), Belgium, 6-3,
6-4.
Karol Beck, Slovakia, and Sargis Sargsian,
Armenia, def. Karsten Braasch, Germany,
and Jeff Coetzee, South Africa, 6-4, 6-7 (2),
7-5.
Tomas Berdych, Czech Republic, and An-
drei Pavel, Romania, def.
Wayne Arthurs and Paul Hanley (8), Aus-
tralia, 7-6 (8), 7-5.

Women
Second Round

Li Ting and Sun Tian Tian (10), China, def.
Denisa Chladkova, Czech Republic, and
Lubomira Kurhajcova, Slovakia, 3-6, 6-0, 6-3.
Jennifer Russell, United States, and Mara
Santangelo, Italy, def. Yulia Beygelzimer,
Ukraine, and Ipek Senoglu, Turkey, 6-3, 6-7
(4), 6-3.
Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, and Di-
nara Safina, Russia, def. Gisela Dulko, Argen-
tina, and Maria Vento-Kabchi (11), Venezue-
la, 6-1, 6-7 (6), 6-4.
Shinobu Asagoe, Japan, and Katarina Sre-
botnik (14), Slovenia, def. Ruxandra Drago-
mir Ilie, Romania, and Maureen Drake, Cana-
da, 6-4, 3-6, 7-5.
Eva Birnerova, Czech Republic, and An-
dreea Vanc, Romania, def. Cara Black, Zim-
babwe, and Liezel Huber (2), South Africa,
6-7 (6), 7-5, 6-3.
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High school scoreboard

Boys basketball
Division I

Kaiserslautern 63, Ramstein 55
(Wednesday at Ramstein)

Kaiserslautern 16 19 17 11-63
Ramstein 10 21 9 15-55
Top scorers-Kais: Julian Smalls 16, Aaron
Ellis 14, Clinton Robinson 9; Rams: Alex Trem-
ble 16, Allen Weaver 15, Eric Murray 9.

Noteworthy-K-town got 11 rebounds from
Jamal Anene and 10 from Quinton Strawder.
Tremble had 8 rebounds and Murray 6 for
Ramstein.

JV-Ramstein 53, Kaiserslautern 51.
Heidelberg 49, Ramstein 38

(Friday at Heidelberg)
Ramstein 10 18 4 6-38
Heidelberg 13 8 13 15-49
Top scorers-Ram: Brennon Relaford 14,
AllenWeaver 8, Showers 6; Heid: Chris Jones
15, Brandon Grant 9, Damon Fleming 9, T.C.
Blanks 8, Tyreke Wesley 6.

Noteworthy-Heidelberg's Fleming led all
players with 12 rebounds. Teammate Jones
added 10 rebounds and 3 blocked shots,
Blanks grabbed 6 rebounds and 5 steals, and
Grant added 4 steals and 2 assists. Relaford
had 9 rebounds for Ramstein and teammate
Alex Tremble added 6.

ISB 48, Wiesbaden 31
(Friday at International School of Brus-

sels; score by quarters unavailable)
Top scorers-Wies: Robert Edwards 9,
Bryce Lee 7; ISB: Guy Gershon 17, Nicholas
Foreman 11, Matt McKenna 9.

Wiesbaden 52, ISB 45
(Saturday at International School of Brus-

sels; score by quarters unavailable)
Top scorers-Wies: Edwards 23; ISB: Gers-
hon 12, Philip Lipman 11, Foreman 8.

Division II
Vilseck 54, BFA 38
(Friday at Vilseck)

Black Forest Academy 9 12 6 11-38
Vilseck 13 10 16 15-54
Top scorers-BFA: Ken Reed 10, Brett Mar-
cos 7, Shawn Newby 7; Vils: Jamaal Johnson
17, Derrick Jones 10, Rodney Morgan 8,
Aaron Vernon 8.

Noteworthy-Jones and Kevin Pollock each
pulled down 13 rebounds for Vilseck. Reed
had 7 rebounds and Scott Custer 6 for BFA.

JV-BFA 27, Vilseck 18.
Vilseck 46, BFA 40

(Saturday at Vilseck)
Black Forest Academy 10 16 8 6-40
Vilseck 6 14 15 11-46
Top scorers-BFA: Newby 15, Reed 12,
Custer 5; Vils: Johnson 18, Jones 8, Vernon 7.

Noteworthy-Vilseck got 10 rebounds from
Pollock and 7 from Jones and 4 steals each
from Johnson and Morgan. BFA got 11 re-
bounds from Reed.

JV-BFA 34, Vilseck 30.
Bitburg 41, Hanau 35

(Friday at Hanau)
Bitburg 6 6 6 23-41
Hanau 6 8 8 13-35
Top scorers-Bit: Trey Wilson 13, Nick

Brown 13, Perry Hardy 8; Han: Marcus Fon-
tanez 18, Xavier James 5.

Noteworthy-Bitburg made 10 of 11 free
throws. Brown led all rebounders with 14,
teammate Hardy grabbed 8. Fontanez led
Hanau with 9 rebounds and Malcom Lane
added 7.

JV-Hanau 32, Bitburg 30
Hanau 48, Bitburg 31
(Saturday at Hanau)

Bitburg 6 6 13 6-31
Hanau 14 6 10 18-48
Top scorers-Bit: Charles Whatley 10,
Brown 7; Han: Jeremy Marshall 24, Lane 10,
Fontanez 8.

Noteworthy-Bitburg was held to 3 field
goals in the first half. Hanau's Fontanez led
all rebounders with 11. Brown led Bitburg in
rebounding with 10.

JV-Bitburg 26, Hanau 22
Division III

London Central 63, Alconbury 50
(Friday at High Wycombe, England)

Alconbury 6 9 14 21-50
London Central 8 19 18 18-63
Top scorers-Alc: Andrew Hunt 14, Xavier
Ferguson 8, Nigel Kelly 8; LC: David Marbury
21, Danny Melville 20, Jesse Ditter 11, Foxy
Thomas 8.

Noteworthy-Melville had 17 rebounds and
Marbury 14 for London Central, which got 8
rebounds from Ditter.

London Central 62, Alconbury 46
(Saturday at High Wycombe, England)

Alconbury 14 11 10 11-46
London Central 19 22 12 9-62
Top scorers-Alc: Ben Davis 12, Hunt 9; LC:
Melville 19, Marbury 14, Ditter 11.

Noteworthy-London Central got 12 re-
bounds, 4 steals and 4 assists from Melville,
a dorm student whose parents are assigned
to Paris. Anthony Orbita handed out 5 as-
sists for London Central, which got 5 re-
bounds from Marbury and 4 steals from Dit-
ter.

Ansbach 49, Baumholder 29
(Friday at Ansbach)

Baumholder 11 4 6 8-29
Ansbach 15 18 5 11-49
Top scorers-Baum: Tyriek Boyne 11, Chris
Bray 9, Mike Denson 9; Ansb: Russell Bailey
14, Brandon Bachtel 12, Tyler Sherman 8.

Noteworthy-Taurean Moore led Ansbach
with 11 rebounds; Sherman added 9. Bachtel
posted 5 steals and Bailey 4 assists for the
Cougars.

JV-Ansbach 51, Baumholder 28.
Ansbach 44, Baumholder 23

(Saturday at Ansbach)
Baumholder 6 4 8 5-23
Ansbach 10 14 18 2-44
Top scorers-Baum: Bray 9, Denson ; Ansb:
Bailey 11, Bachtel 9, Sherman 9.

Noteworthy-Sheriman had 7 rebounds and
Moore 5 for Ansbach, which got 4 steals
from Dameon Outley. Bailey added 4 assists
for Ansbach.

JV-Ansbach 34, Baumholder 30.

Bamberg 56, Hohenfels 44
(Friday at Bamberg)

Hohenfels 5 14 10 15-44
Bamberg 15 11 15 15-56
Top scorers-Hoh: B.J. Denson 14, Mike
Tillberg 8, Anthony Marshall 8; Bamb: Dillon
Baker 16, Kris Starr 10, Carlos Zapata 10.

Noteworthy-Marshall led all rebounders
with 16; Denson added 8 for Hohenfels. Bam-
berg, which won its first game of the sea-
son, got 10 rebounds each from Zapata and
Miguel Lozada.

Italy
Aviano 76, Naples 63

(Friday at Aviano)
Naples 12 9 16 26-63
Aviano 22 24 11 19-76
Top scorers-Napl: Mark Pearyer 17, Josh

Kaimikaua 15, Andrew Watson 10, Noah
Stevenson 10; Avi: Tony Williams 24, Dustin
Miller 17, Carl Cephas 12.

Aviano 66, Naples 44
(Saturday at Aviano)

Naples 9 7 15 13-44
Aviano 15 22 11 18-66
Top scorers-Napl: Pearyer 12, John Leza-

ma 9, Watson 9; Avi: Miller 29, Cephas 13, Wil-
liams 8.

Noteworthy-Cephas grabbed 13 rebounds
for Aviano. Pearyer posted 7 rebounds and
Lezama 6 for Naples.

Livorno 44, Marymount 37
(Friday at Livorno)

Marymount 8 10 7 12-37
Livorno 8 13 6 17-44
Top scorers-Mmt: Ike Enweze 13, Chan Lee

10, Nicholas Zinzi 9; Liv: D'Angelo Hall 14, Ter-
rell Murphy 13, Travis Murphy 11.

Livorno 41, Marymount 37
(Saturday at Livorno)

Marymount 11 0 10 16-37
Livorno 11 11 13 6-41
Top scorers-Mmt: Enweze 18, Zinzi 10; Liv:

Hall 13, Terrell Murphy 10.
Sigonella 62, AOSR 35

(Friday at American Overseas School of
Rome; score by quarters unavailable)

Top scorers-Sig: Michael Petty 14, B.J.
Washington 15; AOSR: Unavailable.

AOSR 54, Sigonella 47
(Saturday at AOSR; score by quarters un-

available)
Top scorers-Unavailable.

Vicenza 71, Milan 30
(Friday at Milan; details unavailable)

Vicenza 67, Milan 26
(Saturday at Milan; details unavailable)
Noteworthy-Twin mercy-rule victories im-

proved Vicenza's record to 8-0 overall and
4-0 in league play. Vicenza will host Italy
co-leader Aviano on Friday and Saturday.

Kaiserslautern 55, Mannheim 41
(Friday at Mannheim)

Kaiserslautern 8 15 15 17-55
Mannheim 9 10 10 12-41
Top scorers-Kais: Anene 11, Strawder 9,

Robinson 8, Smalls 8; Mann: Earl Lee 12, Reg-
gie Jenkins 7, Jamal Womble 7.

Noteworthy-Kaiserslautern improved to
6-0 behind 11 rebounds from Brian Hill, 10 as-
sists from Smalls and 9 rebounds and 4

blocked shots by Ellis. Mannheim lost de-
spite 13 rebounds by Lee, 7 by Khali Brown
and 5 by Ricky Polee. Ricky Gardner made 4
steals and Womble 3 for Mannheim.

JV-Kaiserslautern 36, Mannheim 34.
SHAPE 66, ISB 52

(Wednesday at SHAPE, Belgium)
Int'l. Sch. of Brussels 12 3 21 16-52
SHAPE 8 14 16 28-66
Top scorers-ISB: Nick Foreman 11, Guy Ger-

shin 9; SHP: Vernon Fowler 19, Joe Puttmann
12.

Iceland 75, Sangerdi 42
(Friday in Keflavik, Iceland)

Sangerdi 3 17 7 15-42
Iceland 14 21 19 21-75
Top scoers-Sangerdi (club team) unavail-

able; Ice: T.J. Short 19, Brent Bautista 14,
Anjo Castro 14, Jay Sison 12, Scott Barclay
12.

Lakenheath 54, AFNORTH 51
(Friday at Brunssum, Nehterlands)

Lakenheath 19 12 10 13-54
AFNORTH 10 16 16 9-51
Top scorers-Lake: Josh Nauheimer 21,

Chad Shockley 15, Justin King 13; AFN: Em-
manuel Waters 23, Mike Wigley 10. Karim
Preston 8.

Noteworthy-Wigley grabbed 20 rebounds
and Preston 13 for AFNORTH.

JV-AFNORTH 24, Lakenheath 23.

Girls basketball
Division I

Heidelberg 56, Ramstein 54
(Friday at Heidelberg)

Ramstein 10 11 12 21-54
Heidelberg 14 16 10 16-56
Top scorers-Rams: Krissy Grosselin 23,

Corinne Lauture 15, Heather Steele 7; Heid:
Ree Ree Washington 17, Shalonda Larry 14,
Germaine Calvin 12.

Noteworthy-Steele led all rebounders with
9; her teammate Kayleen Bannister grabbed
8. Heidelberg got 7 rebounds each from Ken-
dall Williams and Heather Campbell. Camp-
bell also blocked 4 shots.

Int’l School of Brussels 40, Wiesbaden 30
(Friday at ISB)

Wiesbaden 2 11 10 7-30
ISB 19 4 9 8-40
Top scorers-Wies: Brittany Harris 10; ISB:

Megan Gibson 15, Caelan Crotty 13.
Noteworthy-Gibson led ISB with 14 re-

bounds.
ISB 40, Wiesbaden 26

(Saturday at ISB)
Wiesbaden 5 9 3 9-26
ISB 15 9 7 9-40
Top scorers-Wies: Harris 11; ISB: Crotty 16,

Gibson 13.
Noteworthy-Gibson led all rebounders

with 23.
Division II

Patch 27, SHAPE 24
(Friday at SHAPE, Belgium)

Patch 11 7 3 6-27
SHAPE 7 5 4 8-24
Top scorers-Pat: Kasy'e Lalau 14, Kathryn

Lonergan 6; SHP: Ashley McGee 9, Vicky
Kearney 6.

Noteworthy-Lalau led all rebounders with
13; Kearney topped SHAPE with 10. Lonergan
had 9 rebounds for Patch. Devina Marquez
made 7 steals and Justine Shelton 4 for
SHAPE.

JV-SHAPE 26, Patch 15.
Vilseck 46, Black Forest Academy 13

(Friday at Vilseck)
BFA 2 8 3 0-13
Vilseck 8 8 17 13-46
Top scorers-BFA: Megan Woodward 6; Vil:
LaPorchea Sanders 19, Eboney Chambers 8,
Jessica Linka 8.

Noteworthy-Sanders made four
three-pointers and grabbed 7 rebounds.
Chambers led Vilseck with 9 rebounds, and
Linka added 7 rebounds and 3 assists. Wood-
ward led BFA with 10 rebounds. Teammate
Kelsey Garrity added 6.

JV-Vilseck 18, BFA 5
Vilseck 53, BFA 24

(Saturday at Vilseck)
BFA 5 7 8 4-24
Vilseck 11 15 16 11-53
Top scorers-BFA: Garrity 8, Katie Rempel

6; Vil: Sanders 22, Linka 10.
Noteworthy-Chambers led all rebounders
with 16. Teammate Linka added 7, Sanders
grabbed 6 rebounds and hit five three-point-
ers.

JV-Vilseck 19, BFA 6
Hanau 52, Bitburg 15

(Friday at Hanau)
Bitburg 2 5 7 1-15
Hanau 23 7 7 15-52
Top scorers-Bit: Danielle Mefford 5, Alex-
andra Bintz 5; Han: Katisha Fauntleroy 23,
Kyri Bye-Nagel 18.

Noteworthy-Fauntleroy led all players
with 12 rebounds and 3 blocked shots.
Bye-Nagel had 5 steals and 5 rebounds,
Emily Morris had 10 rebounds, and Brittany
Planas had 5 assists for Hanau. Bintz had 7
rebounds for Bitburg.

JV-Hanau 20, Bitburg 8
Hanau 48, Bitburg 15
(Saturday at Hanau)

Bitburg 2 9 2 2-15
Hanau 12 7 13 16-48
Top scorers-Bit: Jasmine Winn 6; Han:
Fauntleroy 27, Bye-Nagel 17.

Noteworthy-Fauntleroy had 17 rebounds
and 5 blocks. Bye-Nagel added 5 rebounds
and 3 steals.

JV-Hanau 15, Bitburg 8
Division III

London Central 40, Alconbury 39 (OT)
(Friday at High Wycombe, England)

Alconbury 9 13 5 4 8-39
London Central 3 2 11 15 9-40
Top scorers-Alc: Katie Shonder 10; LC: Mi-
cana Gallaway 11, Joy Lancaster 9, Kelsey
Anderson 8.

Noteworthy-Lancaster had 8 rebounds
and 4 steals for London Central, which got 7
rebounds and 6 steals from Anderson,
whose bucket with one minute to play
forced overtime. Shonder made 8 assists for
Alconbury.

SEE HIGH SCHOOL ON PAGE 32
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BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy —
Only Naples could stop the Avi-
ano boys’ high school basketball
team last season.

But the Wildcats, who defeated
the Saints four times en route to a
European Division III champion-
ship, didn’t fare as well this week-
end. Aviano blew open the game
Saturday in the second quarter
and coasted to a 66-44 victory.
That followed a 76-63 win Friday
night and helped the Saints im-
prove to 6-0.

“At this point, we’re obviously
not as good a team as they are,”
Naples coach Richard Elliott said.
“They’re extremely athletic at
every position and they have bal-
anced scoring, quickness and
they hustle.”

Junior Dustin Miller, the lead-
ing scorer in Europe last year,
paced Aviano with 29 points. Carl
Cephas added 13 points and 13 re-
bounds and Tony Williams
scored eight. But it was a pair of
dunks in the second quarter by
Jaques Watson that got the crowd
to its feet and helped the Saints
pull away.

Watson, the Saints’ tallest play-
er at 6-feet, 2-inches, had a pair of
breakaway layups turned into
one-handed stuffs as Aviano out-
scored Naples 22-13 to take a
21-point lead at the half.

Miller, normally a deadly out-
side shooter, couldn’t make any-
thing longer than a few feet Satur-
day. But he scored 13 times on
drives to the basket.

Aviano coach Ken McNeely
said teams could try to key on
him the rest of the year if they
want.

“That’s OK,” he said. “It just
opens the door for everyone
else.”

Everyone else includes Will-
iams, who led the team with 24
points Friday night, and Cephas,

a 6-footer whose jumping ability
makes him the team’s top re-
bounder. The junior forward had
11 of his 13 points in the first half
to help the Saints build their lead.

Naples center Mark Pearyer
had 12 points and seven rebounds
to lead the Wildcats (4-2). An-
drew Watson and John Lezama
each added nine points.

Miller had 17 points and Ceph-
as added 12 Friday night. Pearyer
led the Wildcats with 17 points,
Josh Kaimikaua scored 15 and
Watson and Noah Stevenson each
added 10.

In other games of note Friday
and Saturday:

Red Raiders stay unbeaten: At
Mannheim, Division I leader Kai-
serslautern ran its record to 6-0
Friday night with a 55-41 victory
over Mannheim (6-2) of Division
II.

Both of Mannheim’s losses
have been to Division I teams.

Jamal Anene led K-town with
11 points, and Brian Hill and
Aaron Ellis grabbed 11 and nine
rebounds, respectively. The
6-foot-9-inch Ellis, a junior, also
blocked four Mannheim shots.

The Red Raiders were coming
off a 63-55 Division I conference
victory Wednesday night at Ram-
stein which gave them a 1-0 con-
ference mark. It was Ktown’s sec-
ond victory of the season over
Ramstein. On Jan. 8, the Red
Raiders downed Ramstein 60-43
at home in a game designated as
non-conference.

Earl Lee led Mannheim with 12
points and 13 rebounds.

London Central sweeps Alcon-
bury: At High Wycombe, En-
gland, London Central (5-3; 2-0 in
III-North) got big efforts from dor-
mitory students David Marbury
and Danny Melville in claiming

63-50 and 62-46 victories over vis-
iting Alconbury on Friday and Sat-
urday.

Marbury burned Alconbury
(0-2) for 21 points and 14 re-
bounds on Friday in a non-confer-
ence game; Melville added 20
points and 17 rebounds.

In Saturday’s conference game,
Melville led the way with 19
points, 12 rebounds, four steals
and four assists. Marbury added
14 points and five rebounds.

Same size suits Bamberg: Dil-
lon Baker scored 16 points and
Kris Starr and Carlos Zapata
added 10 each as homestanding
Bamberg won its first game of the
season in its first game against a
Division III school.

Bamberg had lost its first six
games, all against Division I or Di-
vision II schools. Hohenfels (2-6;
1-1 III-South), which had lost all
five of its games against Division
I and II opponents, suffered its
first loss of the season against a
D-III team.

Ansbach retains III-South lead:
At Ansbach, the unbeaten in Divi-
sion III Cougars (5-2; 2-0
III-South) romped past the Baum-
holder Bucs 49-29 on Friday and
44-23 on Saturday.

All-Europe returnee Russell
Bailey led the way in scoring both
days. He scored 14 points with six
rebounds and four assists on Fri-
day, then came back in Satur-
day’s III-South conference game
with 11 points and four assists.

Baumholder fell to 1-7 overall
and 0-2 in III-South.

Vilseck stays in D-II hunt: At
Vilseck, Jamaal Johnson scored
17 points in Friday’s 54-38 con-
quest of Black Forest Academy
and 18 in Saturday’s 46-40 Divi-
sion II victory.

The Falcons (5-1; 2-1 Div. II)
stayed within reach of Division II
leader Mannheim, which has won
both of it’s Division II games.

Black Forest Academy fell to
4-4 (1-2).

BY KENT HARRIS

Stars and Stripes

AVIANO AIR BASE, Italy — It
won’t go down on any highlight
reels involving the history of girls
high school basketball.

But Naples’ 37-33 victory over
Aviano on Saturday — coupled
with a 47-42 Wildcats victory Fri-
day night — will likely go down as
the highlight of the Naples regu-
lar season in Italy high school bas-
ketball.

“I’ll take the win,” Naples
coach Craig Load said. “It wasn’t
pretty. That’s for sure.”

If recent history is any indica-
tion, the sweep should give Na-
ples the regular-season champion-
ship in Italy, even though more
than half the season is left to play.
Naples and Aviano, which both en-
tered the weekend unbeaten,
have battled for the title every
year since 2000.

Naples came back from a
six-point deficit as player after
player went to the bench with
foul trouble for Aviano.

Michelle Aguila’s offensive re-
bound and basket with 1:34 left
put the Wildcats up for good at

34-33. Mikal Willmer — who fin-
ished with a game-high 17 points
— added two free throws a few
seconds later, and the Saints
didn’t score again. Four Aviano
players fouled out of the game
and two others finished with four
fouls.

“We’re just so physical,” Avi-
ano coach Laura Corder-Chavez
said. “And in doing that, we let
ourselves get out of whatever
we’re trying to do.”

The first half was an extended
free-throw shooting contest. Na-
ples made 10 of 20 attempts,
while Aviano hit seven of 21.
Each team finished with almost
as many turnovers as points. Na-
ples had 36 and Aviano 29.

Michelle Brown added eight
points and 13 rebounds for Na-
ples (6-0). Willmer had 11 re-
bounds and two blocks. Kassie
Mangosing and Mavis Sanders
each had 11 to lead Aviano (6-2).

On Friday night, Willmer had
13 points and Renna Damon 11 to
lead Naples.

Mangosing, with 14 and Cheri
McNeely with 11 points and 12 re-
bounds, led Aviano.

In other games Friday and Sat-
urday:

Ansbach rolls on: At Ansbach,
the Cougars (7-0; 2-0 III-South)
claimed 42-27 and 46-19 victories
over Baumholder.

Ansbach’s Keke Johnson and
Brittney Britton easily won their
duel against Baumolder’s Tish
Schelhas. Johnson scored 16
points and stole the ball five times
on Friday and scored eight points
with three steals and three assists
on Saturday. Britton scored 10
points on Friday and chalked up
13 points, 12 rebounds and five as-
sists Saturday.

Schelhas scored six points on
Friday and had seven points, 10
rebounds and five steals Saturday
for Baumholder (3-5; 0-2
III-South).

K-town keeps it prefect: At
Mannheim, Kauserslautern
turned back Mannheim (6-2; 2-0
Div. II) 51-30 on Friday and im-
proved to 6-0.

Bianca Gerena-Perez did all
the heavy lifting for the Division I

leaders in this non-conference
game, scoring 20 points and snar-
ing 11 rebounds.

Lynndsey Hyter added eight re-
bounds and four steals for K-town
which is assured of staying un-
beaten for at least the rest of this
month. The Lady Raiders next
play at Heidelberg on Feb. 1.

Heidelberg upsets Ramstein:
At Heidelberg, the Lady Lions
won their fourth straight game
under new coach Jon Mitten-
zwey, 56-54 Friday night over the
Ramstein Lady Royals.

Ree Ree Washington scored 17
points, Shalonda Larry 14 and
Germaine Calvin 12 for Heidel-
berg (4-4)

Krissy Grosselin scored 23
points for Ramstein (5-3).

London Central, Alconbury
split: At High Wycombe, En-
gland, a late bucket by London
Central’s Kelsey Anderson
capped a comeback from a 22-5
halftime deficit and forced over-
time Friday night as the Lady
Bobcats downed the visiting and
previously unbeaten Alconbury
Dragons 40-39.

On Saturday, Alconbury (5-1;

1-0 III-North) bounced back for a
43-27 victory behind 12 points
and eight steals from Carly Bas-
com.

Vilseck posts sweep: Home-
standing Vilseck (5-1; 2-1 Div. II)
battered Black Forest Academy
46-13 on Friday and 53-24 on Sat-
urday.

LaPorchea Sanders made four
three-pointers and scored 16
points Friday, and added 22 on
Saturday.

BFA is 2-6 (0-4 in Div. II).

Hanau batters Bitburg: Hanau
reversed the outcome of last sea-
son’s European Division II title
game with two easy victories over
visiting Bitburg.

On Friday, the Lady Panthers
battered the Lady Barons 52-12
behind 23 points from Katisha
Fauntleroy.

On Saturday, Fauntleroy
scored 27 points as Hanau won
48-15.

Kyri Bye-Nagel added 18
points on Friday and 17 points on
Saturday for Hanau (6-1 overall;
3-0 in Div. II), which got 12 re-
bounds and three blocks from
Fauntleroy on Friday and 17 re-
bounds and five blocks Saturday.

RAYMOND T. CONWAY/Stars and Stripes

AFNORTH’s Matthew Hall uses his chin for leverage while trying to

get out from under Lakenheath’s Craig Normann during a 160-pound

high school wrestling match in Wiesbaden, Germany, on Saturday.

Normann won the match 6-5.

Taking it on the chin

Girls basketball

Aviano stays undefeated with sweep of rival Naples

Naples earns inside track to Italy regular-season championship

Boys basketball
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BY JASON LA CANFORA

The Washington Post

PHILADELPHIA — On Monday morning, the Philadelphia
Eagles’ day off, defensive end Jevon Kearse showed up at the

team’s training facility with only one thing on his mind. He
was seeking out Tommy Brasher, the team’s defensive line
coach, to lobby for a more integral role in the game plan
for Sunday’s NFC championship game, volunteering to
shadow Atlanta’s gifted quarterback, Michael Vick.

Kearse did not want to reveal too much about the out-
come of that meeting when speaking with the media this
week — secrecy, after all, is a hallmark of the NFL — but
his huge smile and hearty chuckle gave plenty away.

While the Eagles will not use a spy to follow Vick on every
play, when they do, that player frequently will be Kearse,

who has quickness and pass-rushing ability to go with his size
(6 feet 4, 265 pounds).

Philadelphia signed the three-time Pro Bowler to an
eight-year, $66 million contract on the first day of free agency
last year with precisely this game in mind, believing Kearse’s im-
pact on its defense would help end the team’s three-year habit of
losing in the NFC title game.

The Eagles once again will be a single afternoon away from
their first trip to the Super Bowl since 1981, and Kearse fig-

ures to be at the center of the effort to contain Vick, who is
considered by many to be the best pure runner in football

and whose unpredictable quarterbacking style makes
him the league’s biggest wild card. Kearse expects to

line up at right and left defensive end, and he plans to
both pressure Vick, 24, on the pass rush and pre-

vent him from getting to the outside and taking off
on highlight-reel runs that are his specialty.

SEE KEARSE ON PAGE 37

Boom or bust – again – in Philly

BY ROB MAADDI

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Andy
Reid is tired of going to Hawaii.

For the past three years, Reid
and the rest of the Philadelphia
Eagles’ coaching staff have spent
the week after the Super Bowl in
Honolulu leading the NFC’s Pro
Bowl team, the result of losing the
conference championship game.

Reid will gladly trade those flo-
ral shirts and leis for a trip to
Jacksonville this year.

“I never thought I’d say I don’t
want to go to Hawaii,” Reid said.
“You get to this point, you really
aren’t that worried about what
happened in the past. You are so
focused in on what you need to do
right now and the type of things
that you are doing right now.”

Playing in the past three NFC
championship games gives the
Eagles a significant edge over At-
lanta in big-game experience.

Losing all three of those games
also puts all the pressure on Phila-
delphia to get to the Super Bowl
for the first time in 24 years.

The Falcons, meanwhile, have
far less to lose. A year ago, they
were 5-11. Now they’re a victory
away from the second Super
Bowl appearance in franchise his-
tory; the other was in 1999.

“We’re just going to go
up there and play loose
and let it roll,” Fal-
cons rookie coach
Jim Mora said.
“We don’t feel any
pressure. It’s
house money we’re
gambling with. So
we’re just going to go up
there and fling it around
and see if we can’t stay on
the field with them for a lit-
tle while.”

The Eagles have trav-
eled this road before, only
to get detoured at the last
stop before playing for the
NFL title. They were favorites
at home the past two years
against teams which played in a
warmer climate and had trouble
winning on the road and in cold
weather.

It could be downright freezing
when the Eagles (14-3) host the
Falcons (12-5) on Sunday after-
noon, with forecasters calling for
snow.

“I don’t think it’ll be a factor,”
Falcons quarterback Michael
Vick said. “Football is played in
all types of conditions: rain, sleet,
snow or whatever. The game is
not going to be called off. This is
for all the marbles.”

SEE HISTORY, ON PAGE 36

Eagles fighting
a frightening
playoff history

Brady familiar with a
rookie QB’s plight Page 34

Out of reach
Since losing to Oakland in the Super Bowl

on Jan. 25, 1981, the Eagles are 8-11 in the play-
offs. Here’s a look at some of the setbacks:

NFC championship games
2003 — 14-3 to Carolina
2002 — 27-10 to Tampa Bay
2001 — 29-24 at St. Louis

Divisional round
2000 — 20-10 at N.Y. Giants
1996 — 30-11 at Dallas
1992 — 34-10 at Dallas
1988 — 20-12 at Chicago

Wild-card round
1990 — 20-6 to Washington
1981 — 27-21 to N.Y. Giants

Note: Year denotes season, not date of game

SPORTSSPORTS

Kaiserslautern,
Aviano boys,
Ansbach girls
stay unbeaten

Pages 41, 42

Anticipated McNabb-Vick matchup
significant on several levels Page 37

Hall of Fame coach Wilkens

steps away from

Knicks’ bench, Page 38

AP

Philadelphia signed three-time Pro Bowl end Jevon
Kearse to an eight-year, $66 million contract last
year and he led the team with 7½ sacks.

Eagles QB
Donovan

McNabb (5)
gets a lift from

lineman
Hank Fraley.

AP

Kearse will be
chasing Vick and
the Super Bowl
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